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THAT '58 LOOK 
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ROAD TESTS 
MERCURY © Montclair © Turnpike Cruiser 
PONTIAC @ Stripped vs. Full Power 
@ Plus Fuel Injection 





Low LOW prices 
on Continental Kits 







e COMPARE PRICES ... you 
save up to one-half by buying 
here. 

Give your car distinguished 
longer, lower 1957 look. 

Adds as much as 50% more 
usable luggage space in trunk. 
COMPLETE with all acces- 










Oil Fil 


Bi 


Genuine 





needs replacing! 
POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS 


IMPROVED—LIFETIME! 

Bronze oil filter lasts forever. Guaranteed 10 
years. Use oil 10,000 miles—BICG filtering 
area removes all harmful dirt, grit. Fits any 
car’s filter case. With acid neutralizer. Easy 
to clean. “By-pass” 
“Full-flow” element $11.95; Complete 
with “By-pass” element $12.95. Item 1. Ppd. 


ADJUSTS 
SPARK 
PERFECTLY 


__, PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 








er, more 


$6.95; Giant 


case 


element 








AUTO 


RIGHT SPARK—RIGHT NOW 


PERFECT SPARK TIMING for all driving 


conditions. Get better mileage, greater pow- 


install CHROME-PLATED AUTO-TIMER. 
Dash-mounted control advances or retards 
spark instantly to compensate for heat, alti- 
tude, speed, load, gas octane, etc. Indicator 
button shows position. $6.95. Item 2. Ppd. 





2 TIMER... 


ae 


netals 

$ . 95 MINUTES 
FITS 

ALL CARS 


it FIREWALL 












efficient operation with easy-to- 








DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 


Engine suffering from “ACID indi- 
gestion’’? Oil swarming with micro- 
scopic abrasive flecks? Replace your 
crank case drain plug with NEUTRA- 
PLUG! Active alloy element neutral- 
izes corrosive acid. Powerful Alnico 
magnet captures metal grit. Stand- 
ard model $2.45. Deluxe model $2.95. 
Item 4. Ppd 
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sories for quick, easy installa- 
tion. 


HOLES FOR AIR-FLOW 


A $30.00 striping job 
for only $4.95 


MILEAGE 
MINDER 


SAVES UP TO 
6 MILES 


PER GALLON 
OF GAS! 





TRIPLE THREAT AGAINST GAS 
WASTE. Saves gas—reduces carbu- 
retor wear. Pressure regulator and 
pulsation dampener stops stalling, 
rough idle and vapor lock. Porous 
bronze filter removes water and dirt. 





Produces smooth flow of clean fuel. 
Greatly improves mileage. $6.95. 
Item 7. Ppd. 













e Extra heavy steel, no rattles. 







Genuine Continental Kits—not cheap 


“Falsies."" Hinged tire support permits 
tire to tilt back at a touch of the 
fingers. Equipped with extra strong 


lock. Kit includes tire cover and band, 
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fenderpads, gravel pans, bumper exten- 
sions and mounting brackets. 


State make, year, model and body style 
of your car... 
solid face plate and prime painted or 
polished stainless steel tire band. Item 3. 


1953-57 Chevrolet 
1949-57 Ford 
1955-57 Plymouth 


also choice of open or 


} = $49 





with 


witHourT 


STOP GAS WASTE due to carburetor 
“thirst.”” Gane Air-Jet Needles com- 
pensate for over-rich idling mixture 
—stop ‘‘flood’’ of raw gas. Users re- 
port 3-6 extra miles per gal.—no 
help if carb. ‘“‘perfect.’"" Try 10 days 
—full refund if not amazed. State 


ers, center of hood, center of trunk 
lid .. . add beauty touches around 
door handles, gas filler cover, trunk- 
lid, dash, etc. Large sheet jam- 
packed with designs . . . easy to cut 
apart and arrange any way you like. 
NOT painted sheets but super qual- 
ity decals—triple enamel striping 
will not chip, peel or fade. Ideal for 
bikes, motorcycles, outboard motors. 


‘ ~~ A Aa FORE a2 
You can PIN-STRIPE RING 2 
i i ! | 2 es Z 
your car in minutes! INA ee 
No brush, no paint, no “beret” = ° 
needed . . . PIN-STRIPE front fend- | TUBE l E 




















MORE ZIP for the old bus! New life 
and power for that sluggish engine. 
Just umscrew spark plugs, squeeze 
Holt’s into holes. Forms self-ex- 
panding seal. Boosts compression, 
cuts oil waste, ends piston slap. 
Lasts up to 10,000 miles. Only gen- 
uine ‘‘Holts’’—Insured by Lloyds of 





1955-57 Buick 
1956-57 Chrysler 








make of carburetor (8-cyl. cars take 
2). $1.50 each. Item 5. Ppd. 


Item 6. Ppd 





State color: white or maroon. $4.95. 





London. $4.95. Item 8. Ppd. 








1956-57 DeSoto 
1956-57 Dodge 
1954-57 Mercury 
1953-57 Oldsmobile 
1953-57 Pontiac 
1953-57 Studebaker 











1954-55 Cadillac ! 
1954-57 Lincoln ) 


$79 
+119 


Prices are with prime painted tire 


1956-57 Cadillac { 
1955 Thunderbird {| 


NOTE: These prices are already so 
clude Continental 
Discount. 


$$9 ‘A N. 


AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 


Py 





| My car is 
band—add $10 for stainless steel band. | Wome. 


sensationally low that we cannot in- | Address...... 
Kits in our Quantity | City 


If you order 2 items, deduct 5%; 3 or more items, 
Offer does not 


deduct 10%. 
Kits. Send currency, 
we pay postage on 
F.O.B. Los Angeles. 
C.0O.D.s (no C.O.D.s 


, customers please add 4% Sales Tax. 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 698, Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 
; Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 


_ ...Model............No. Cyl. 


items marked Ppd. Others aii wong 


HI-PERFORMANCE 
EQUIPMENT ~~ 


include Continental 
check or money order and 





20% deposit required on 
outside U.S.A.). California 


12345678 


Giant new cata- 





, ener encceenee log sent FREE | 

Full Price Enclosed with order; 

(otherwise send ' 

$ 25c to cover post- | 
apy Sapam S Oe: BRD EE age and han- 

20% Deposit. Send C.0.D. | dling). | 





new Catalog sent FREE with order!!! 
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It need not be oily and grimy— it can be made into a thing of glamor 
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A designer shows us there is some rhyme and reason in car styling 
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THE COVER: 


DETROIT‘S HOTTEST—the 
Chrysler 300-C, on the left— 
gives even in appearance every 
indication of the tremendous 
power that lurks underneath its 
hood. At the top right is a ‘49 
Ford with a ‘58 look—the result 
of clever and inexpensive cus- 
tomizing. The owner, Lee Rock- 
well, and a friend, Barbara Horn, 
look quite pleased at the trans- 
formation. Photo is by Jim Pot- 
ter. Pictured to the left, on this 
page, is a ‘52 Ford with a dual 
headlight treatment, such as the 
one given the ‘54 Chevrolet 
described on page 20. The show- 
piece engine on the cover is the 
Eldorado V8 installed in the 
Lincoln Continental featured on 
page 42. Ektachrome is by Chief 
Photographer Bob D’Olivo. 


NEXT MONTH: We will bring our readers a new and unusual kind of Buyer's Guide, 
designed to help them make a wise choice in the various price brackets. We will also 
run a novel road test—comparing three American cors with foreign makes of approx- 
imately the same price. Pitted against each other will be the Studebaker and Saab 
(low-priced), DeSoto and Austin-Healey (medium-priced), and Cadillac and Jaguar 


Mark Vill (uigh-peoe’). Another feature will be a 2 
tastic Mercedes 


-mile road test of the fan- 
“SLR factory race car. For speed lovers we will give a complete 


rundown of all the newest Detroit hot rods. 


MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1957 8 








| 
| 
t 
| 
| 



































STOP si ae GAS 
pos 
, 


Vea 


Get. More “Miles Per Gallon and 
Increased Power With the NEW 


IMPROVED NAPCO DRY-CHARGER 





Operating on an entirely 
new principle, the NAPCO 
DRY-CHARGER causes your 


motor to deliver more miles 
per gallon of gas, by util- 
izing gas that is ordinarily 
wasted. It acts as an AUX- 
ILIARY CARBURETOR by 
oP 


capturing and vaporizing 

the raw, wet gasoline 2 
which your carburetor has 

not fully utilized. This Fr 
waste gas causes carbonor = —————— 
drains into the crankcase, 

diluting the motor oil. In 

either case it means loss of power and 
eventual costly repairs. 


The Napco Dry-Charger saves 10% to 
20% in gas consumption and boosts pow- 
er output 10% to 15% by dynamometer 
test. Highly efficient, provides a scientifi- 
ony balanced fast-firing gas mixture for 
combustion at all speeds sum- 
mer “and winter. Simple in construction, 
no moving parts to wear out. Easy to in- 
stall—only simplest tools required. 


Price only $7.50 for single barrel, $8.75 
for double barrel, postpaid. Soon pays 
for itself. Send certified check or money 
order, and specify make and model of 
car and number of cylinders. Order today. 








The NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE 
PRODUCTS COMPANY 


2122 St. Clair Ave., Cleveland 14, Ohio 





Please send me one Napco Dry-Charger for 


Car, Year, Cylinders 
~) Single barrel ) Double barrel 


eg see, 4% 4 a 














Name 





Addre: 





a 
My money refunded if not satisfied. 
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from the editor 





T’S DIFFICULT TO CREDIT all the persons who stood by 

over the holidays (when this is being written), watched the 
massacre On our highways, devoted their time and energies to 
caring fot the injured, buried the dead and served in countless 
other ways. And by singling out one person it may not be fair 
to the other thousands who did as much. Nevertheless, we would 
like to pay homage to one person and his club. 

On Christmas Eve, Pat Patrick was listening to a radio pro- 
gram where the announcer, Bill Stewart, continually deplored 
the fantastically soaring traffic accident rate. Stewart constantly 
pleaded te his listeners that if they drove, not to drink, and for 
those who drank, not to drive. Moved by this, Patrick, a member 
of the Four-Cylinder Club of America, called Stewart and made 
this offer: If a listener had been drinking and had to get home, 
Pat would drive that person home. In addition, he would bring 
along another person to drive the car home, too. Our hats are 
off to Stewart for eliciting such response and to Patrick for 
responding. And they're also off to all the rest of you who 
tried so vainly to hold down the ridiculously high traffic 
fatalities. When will we learn that drinking and driving don’t 


mix! 

AT THE RISK OF BEING CALLED CAVALIER, we should 
like to give a friendly warning to drivers of small cars. (We 
drive them often ourselves and so have been on both sides of 
the fence. ) 

Many times when we have taken a quick look out of a rear- 
view mirror before changing lanes, we have caught just a glimpse 
of a smafi car ducking by. It may be “great sport” to scoot in and 
out of traffic, virtually running rings around the big Detroit 
barges, but the sport is no longer that when you find yourself 
forced into the curb, a lamp post or the brick front of a nearby 
building. 

As we have often said, when you drive a small car, become 
a defensive driver. Actually expect other drivers not to see you. 
The best way to look out for yourself is to look out for the 
other driver. Too many times he can’t see you. 


© 


WITH MORE AND MORE expressway- and throughway-type 
highways, there is a problem in existence right now that is 
bound to grow: how to-keep traffic moving at a steady pace. 
We had an idea the other day which we think might do much 
to help solve this problem. What if the various lanes were coded 
according to the minimum speeds that should be maintained, 
with, of course, a maximum limit on the high-speed lane? Or, 
if this is found not to be practical, how about installing more 
signs requesting slower traffic to stay as far right as possible, 
and then enforcing the request? It’s not so necessary that traffic 
move faster, and we don’t intend to advocate faster driving, but 


we would like to see traffic continue to move. 
LA. 
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NO USE, BUDDY; THAT'S A PLYMOUTH WITH A FURY V-800 


And you can get this sensational new FURY mill...290 surging hp...in every model...even the lowest priced! 


In the way it gets off the line... pulls through a shift... 
moves in the quarter .. . the new Plymouth is fast becom- 
ing the star of dragstrip and rally. 


No wonder! You can buy the least expensive Plymouth 
body model and still get the blazing new FURY V-800 
mill... dual quads... direct fuel flow to each cylinder. 

And your Plymouth will have racing type torsion bars 
up front... new ball-joint construction ...new rear 


When you drive a 


springing ... for flat, no-squeal cornering and level, no- 
dive stops. Every one has new no-fade braking. (The 


* shoe follows the drum contours as drum expands from 


heat, maintaining full lining contact.) See your dealer 
and drive a Plymouth soon! 


Want the 290 hp FURY V-800 specs? Just write 
Plymouth Motor Co., P.O. Box 1518, Detroit 31, Mich. 


mou you're 3 full years ahead 
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THE VOICE OF 


EXPERIENCE 
SPEAKS THRU 
THE HEART 


Why replace your muffler every six months? 
Install PORTER’s and be assured of long-lasting @ 
service. ALL PORTER Mufflers must stand a road 
@ test of 50,000 miles (within a year) before being e 
offered to the public. The PORTER name has 
+ signified the finest in quality exhaust systems 
since 1937. 
DEALERS: PORTER Mufflers are treated ogainst 
rust and are individually cartoned before 
shipping from factory. ° 
* ORDER TODAY, or write to Porter Muffler 
Manvfacturing Company, Dept. MT-3, for @ 
e the name of your nearest dealer. ‘ 


(o>. PORTER 


—we MUFFLER MFG. CO., Inc. 
11820 W. Olympic Bivd., L.A. 64, Calif. 


LET 


















ELIMINATE DRY STARTS 


by PRE-LUBRICATING your engine 


INSTANTLY and AUTOMATICALLY at the turn | 
of the ignition 
key. PRE-MATIC 
insures complete | 
and positive | 
lubrication of | 
your engine 
BEFORE it starts 
—protects the 
delicate surfaces 
of bearings and 
cylinder walls. 
Models for all 
auto, truck, 
tractor and 
marine engines 
—model 31 fits 
all passenger 
cars—quick and 
easy to install. 3 ee 
Ask fora ——” 
demonstration at your dealers today, or write 





PRE-MATIC MFG. CO. 
4605 N. E. 118th Ave, Pertlond 20, Ore. 
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LETTERS 


SPOTLIGHT MINUS A BULB 


Gentlemen: 

While I may know only a small part of 
the total story, the ideas I have do not come 
from a group of advertising executives. I 


think the November “Spotlight” is way off 
on the recent Studebaker-Packard upset. In 


the picture painted, Studebaker was sold short 
in the combination, whereas in reality the 
merger was not effective long enough to do 
any good except to expand some of the dealer 
facilities. This did little good since dealers 
were dropping franchises right and left by 
this time. 

Perhaps you can explain how a company 
in financial trouble (Studebaker ) will be able 
to produce the elaborate 1957 Packard for 
which tooling could not be obtained by the 
original company? 

A fine American tradition is dead. The 
Wall Street money is no more available to 
Studebaker to build Packards than it was to 
Packard. 

Donald MacArthur Mount Clemens, Mich. 

Certainly Joe Wherry’s Drivescription on 
page 27 is not concerned with the top-prestige 
car we referred to. It is, though, a fairly re- 
markable job when you consider that it was 
done as both an interim and a shoestring 


model.—Editor 
AN EASTERN CUSTOM! 


Gentlemen: 

It would seem all the [customizing] in- 
terest and originality shown the last few years 
come from the shores of the Pacific. It actu- 
ally isn’t so—the East has a lot of good ideas, 
too, but they just don’t have an opportunity 
to get together with others and share these 
all-important ideas. 

Now we have an organization called the 
Eastern Custom Car Association. Its purpose 
will be to form car shows and rallies for ex- 
perts and amateugss alike. So, in hopes for the 
future, thank you. 

Ed Benguiat New York 

Interested readers should write E. C. C. A. 
president Benguiat at 136 E. 57th St.. Neu 
York 22, for more information. Best wishes 
to all concerned.—Editor 


THE PRICE WASN’T RIGHT! 
Dear Sir: 

On page 52 of the January MT you make 
the statement that “Model for model, Ram- 
bler is slightly more expensive than other 
cars in its field. The cheapest, so-called 
Deluxe four-door, for example, runs about 
$50 more than a Ford Custom or Plymouth 
Plaza Six.” 

With my present knowledge of 1957 auto- 
mobile pricing and Automotive News current 





prices, it seems your statements regarding ou 
Rambler are out of order. I do not believe 
there is a two-door sedan (not busines 
coupe) Chevrolet, Ford, Plymouth or Stude. 
baker Six which has a lower advertised fac. 
tory list price than our Rambler. Therefore, 
your magazine should devote some space t 
correcting this impression that the Rambler 
is a higher-priced car than others in its field, 
and I believe you limit this low-priced field 
to Chevrolet, Ford, Plymouth, Rambler and 
Studebaker. 
Howard L. Engquist Fairmont, Minn. 
Rambler fan Engquist is right. The four. 
door Rambler is from $28 to $71 less than 
other two-doors, from $79 to $123 less than 
comparable four-doors.—Editor 


SAFER DRIVING 


Gentlemen: 

This diagram shows my idea to ease the 
automobile accident problem. An instrument, 
which is almost like a speedometer, is made 
up with a dial connected to the generator. 
When the car is going 10 mph, the dial 
contacts the two red lights [each signifies five 
mph]. At 55 mph, two red lights [five mph 
each}, one yellow light [15 mph] and one 
green light {30 mph] show the actual speed 
of the car ahead. If these were installed in 


“~ @0 @@ OO 
~~ OO OO DO 
“~ OO SO 8S 


every car, you wouldn’t find yourself in the 
back seat of the car in front of you which 
you thought was traveling at 50 mph instead 
of 15 mph. You would be showing your 
speed not only to any policeman who hap- 
pened to be around, but also to your neighbor. 
Andy Myles Duluth, Minn. 


STATION WAGON SITUATION 
Dear Sir- 

I was somewhat amused to read that Olds- 
mobile was offering station wagons for the 
first time since 1948. I am sure some of our 
customers are going to be astounded to learn 
that the 1949 and 1950 Oldsmobile station 
wagons they are driving were never built. 

One other point that has been bothering 
me since I read of the “new” automatic 
chassis lubricating system brought back by 
Lincoln: Wasn't this feature incorporated by 





eRe ee ee ee 


MOTOR 
TREND subscription Dept. 


One year—$3.00 []Two years—$5.00 
or U.S., its possessions, Canada; 
[] One year—$4 [] Two years—$7 


Name 


ora State 
1 enclose: oO cash é check (CD money order 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as ao MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 
Above rates 
all other countries: 


Con venient delivery 


is one of the big reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


$1° Savings 


on a two-year order. You 
won’t miss a copy of the 

4 great new issues coming up 
. if you send this coupon 

a today... 
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Nash, I believe, in about 1927 or 1928? I 
am positive that there was a car using the 
system about that time, but I am not sure 
just what make it was. 
Kenneth Suhler Hutchinson, Kan. 
The big Nash, along with such classics as 
Packard and Stutz, had the Bijur automatic 
chassis lubricator. It was a fine idea, but even 
classics fans will admit it wasn’t perfectly 
conceived.—Editor 


STRIVING FOR BETTER DRIVING 


Dear Sirs: 

Mr. Robert Mausolf's letter in January's 
issue of MT [shows] some points in his favor. 
Very few driving tests test much of anything 
but the purely mechanical part of driving and 
leave the most important part, judgment, 
strictly alone. 

The number of incompetent drivers is not 
many, while the number of inconsiderate 
drivers is very high. Good driving requires 
consideration of others, walking or driving. 

Another aspect of good driving is proper 
reactions when something happens, and this 
is the place to attack our accident rate. The 
Army trains men through long hours of prac- 
tice so when that Army is under fire, habits 


that are drilled in take over. Training drivers 
should follow the same pattern . . . starting 
in kindergarten and ending in high school 
with the license examination. In this way, 
habits of courtesy and the handling of a 
car in emergencies could be drilled in. They 
should be behind the wheel of a skidding 
car enough times so that proper reactions are 
automatic, and this holds for the other com- 
mon types of accidents. 

Frederick C. Barker Melrose Park, IIl. 


THEY AREN'T, REALLY! 


Gentlemen: 

Why is it that all the cars you road test 
are perfect? You put all of your attention to 
the engineering of an automobile and none 
to quality, unless it’s exceptionally good. I 
would like to see a rundown on rattles, thick- 
ness of paint (my '55 Buick is down to the 
primer in many places), quality of chrome, 
and the body work in general. Please name 
the car when you find something wrong. 
David Williams Dornville, Ga. 

Read '’em again, Mr. Williams! The road 
tests in the January and February issues, plus 
those on pages 22 and 28 of this issue, are 
far from uniformly laudatory.—Editor 





HOT ROD 


Gentlemen: 

This is a 1911 Mercer that was rebuilt 
about 1918 in the shops of Sibley College 
of Cornell University at Ithaca, N.Y. For your 
information: these buggies had a four-cylin- 
der Wisconsin T-head [engine with} Bosch 
dual ignition, a transmission made by the 
Reading Tool and Rie Co. (four speed); the 


Dear Sir: 

I'm for starting a rebellion against de- 
sign trends exemplified in the 1957 auto- 
mobiles. The cars are getting wider and 
wider, and longer and longer, and lower 
and lower until there is hardly .ny room 
left inside. How close must the roof get 
to the floor in order to obtain the “just 
right” dimension? 

The right dimension was obtained by 
only one car, to my knowledge—the Lin- 
coln-Zephyrs [and similar so-called Lin- 
colns} from 1936 through 1948. With 
seats that were 16.5 inches high, the 1937 
Lincoln-Zephyr provided more than ade- 
quate hip room, shoulder room and head 
room. 

Erle Renwick Denville, N.J. 


Gentlemen: 

I have noticed many complaints in your 
Letters section. May I take a stab? In 
October of 1954 I purchased a stick-shift 
Studebaker Six hardtop. As of today, with 
25,000 miles on the odometer, I do not 
have any rattles, the tires still have enough 
tread to go another 25,000, the clutch does 
not chatter, and I don’t burn more than a 
pint of oil between 1000-mile oil changes. 
The paint looks as good as the day I 
bought it, and the weather stripping still 





OPEN LETTERS TO THE MANUFACTURERS 


differential was by Detroit Axle, ratio 2.5 to 1. 
Universal joints were Spicer. Carburetor was 
Schebler. Starting was both by Bosch and by 
crank. Those two quick-fill caps on the tank 
are for both gas and oil. It held about four 
gallons of oil and about 40 gallons of gas. 
We never knew how fast the buggies went 
because there was no concrete until 1918. 

N. W. Stroup Elmhurst, Ill. 





keeps the drafts and rain out. 

What is wrong with my car? Could 
I have purchased a lemon, or are there 
possibly many more satisfied owners of 
recent cars? 
Arthur I. Kaufman Forest Hills, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: 

After owning several medium-priced 
cars which required constant trips to un- 
interested dealers for adjustments and re- 
pair, | looked at a Nash Ambassador Six 
this past year and as a result, am now the 
happy owner of a 1956 model with over- 
drive. After several thousand hard-driven 
miles, may I say how happy I am to be 
rid of the nuisance of automatic shift ad- 
justments, sticking hydraulic valve lifters 
and frequent tune-ups and valve grind- 
ings. This car was well put together and 
although it needed the usual adjustments 
when it was new, all these were taken care 
of, with a smile, by the dealer. 

I have come to the conclusion that 200- 
plus horsepower is certainly not necessary 
for safety or quiet, but only serves to help 
the profits of the gasoline dealers. I under- 
stand Nash {has discontinued] the six- 
cylinder model and I for one will be sorry 
to have to go back to a temperamental, 
hoggish V8. 

George C. Williams Washington, D.C. 
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Nor do we guarantee them to produce 
15%, 10% or 5% more power. No 
spark plug maker can honestly do that 
because engines and driving conditions 
vary so widely. 

Nevertheless, we think you'll notice 
the extra pep and power in your engine 
when you install a set of Auburn Triple 
Electrodes and that a dynamometer 
test would confirm a worthwhile power 
increase in most installations. It is a 
simple fact that Auburn’s concave triple 
electrode geometry, developed from our 
experience in making jet engine ignitors, 
produces more complete combustion of 
every gas charge to the cylinder. This, 
in turn, gives you more developed horse- 
power, and more miles per gallon. How 
much more depends on your engine 
and speed and load conditions. 

In addition, you can expect Auburn 
Triple Electrodes with new “Alloy 
#524” electrodes to have an efficient 
life as much as double that of other 
plugs and to reduce, if not eliminate, 
oil or lead fouling. 


AUBURN, A MAJOR MANUFACTURER OF 
QUALITY SPARK PLUGS SINCE 1910, IN- 
TRODUCED ITS CONCAVE TRIPLE ELEC- 
TRODE PRINCIPLE IN 1953. TWO FIN- 
ISHES — TC-3 BLACK, AND CHROME. SOLD 
ONLY THROUGH DEALERS. IF YOURS 
CAN'T SUPPLY YOU, SEND US HIS NAME. 


AUBURN SPARK PLUG CO., INC. 


343 York St. Auburn, N. Y. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 






M, TURBINE ENGINES beneath 
the hoods of family cars seem to fade 
farther into the future with each im- 
provement in reciprocating piston 
engines. The pronouncements of and 
theorizing by auto industry leaders lend 
little encouragement to those 
who hopefully put off buy- 
ing a new piston-engined 
car in the belief that to wait 
another year will mean they 
can buy a turbine job. Mr. 
Darl F. Caris, top man in 
GM Research Staff's Auto- 
motive Engines Department, 
speaking recently before the 
New York Metropolitan 
Section of the $.A.E., seemed 
to assure his lis- 
teners that the 
piston engines 
would be with 
us for many more years of popularity. 


by Joe H. Wherry 
Detroit Editor 


IN SHORT, Mr. Caris made a highly in- 
teresting and imaginative speech in 
which he fictionized the current status 
of the industry as being one where the 
turbine engine's position and that of the 
pistOn type are reversed. The lower 
idling rpm, greater fuel economy, lower 
operating temperatures, and depend- 
ability of the piston engine were hypo- 
thetically cited “The 
inventors feel that the new piston en- 
gine qualifies in every respect. In fact, 
they are predicting that it will com- 
pletely take over the passenger car 


hed 


as reasons why 


ODD AIR CLEANERS cover a multitude of 
changes under valve covers of Fury’s V8. 
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DOES THIS MEAN that the top brass 
are losing confidence in the suitability 
of the turbine for passenger car use? No, 
we wouldn't say that, but reading be- 
tween the lines of the three-page hypo- 
thetical speech does lend great support 
to those who believe the conventional 
engine, as we know it today, still pos- 
sesses room for as much improvement 
in the future as it has seen in the past. 


AS REGARDS continuing improvement 
of the breed, we're capsuling important 
details of what we learned driving two 
more of Chrysler’s super stocks right 
before presstime. 


PLYMOUTH’S FURY HAS 318 
STORMING CUBIC INCHES 


FOR A DAY we drove this thoroughbred, 
causing other drivers to turn heads— 
our Fury was one of the first off the 
production line. Restraint plus icy roads 
inhibited us, unfortunately; but of 
course the car had so few miles and was 
so tight that 70 indicated was tops 
when we finally found a dry, straight 
stretch of highway. 


ABOUT 1'2 INCHES LONGER overall 
than standard Plymouths, more than one 
inch wider, and three inches lower (to 
top of roof is just 53% inches ), the Fury 
gleams with its white finish trimmed 
with a full-length spear of gold-anod- 
ized aluminum, edged with chrome. 
The gold flash ends abruptly in a swept- 
back, upward, fin-like dash that appears 
to heighten the already high fender 
fins which are actually identical in 
dimension to those of more modest 
Plymouths. The grille is standard in 
style but gold colored; the hood is flat, 
and the rear deck is smooth except for 
the locking device. The word “Fury” 
identifies the car on the rear fenders. 


PERFORMANCE AND HANDLING? 
We went out on a limb last month, and 
promised you more dope—and we can 
now say that this car is exceptional. The 
lower center of gravity, heavy-duty sus- 
pension units, and increased power and 
torque over the regular line give the 
Fury a road feel closely akin to that of 
a sports car. 


CUBIC INCHES ARE UP over the 301 





NO ORDINARY PLYMOUTH 
was MT’s test Fury. 


of the standard line, by 17, by means 
of the stroke being increased to 3.31 
inches. Compression ratio is raised *4 
of a point to 9.25 to 1 with special 
high-domed pistons. Dual exhausts are 
standard, as are a higher-lift camshaft, 
higher-load valve springs, and heavy- 
duty ignition components. Dual four- 
barreled carburetors top off this potent 
mill which delivers 290 bhp and 325 
pounds-feet torque at 5400 and 4000 
rpm, respectively. This is considerably 
over the 301-inch engine’s 235 bhp 
and 305 pounds-feet torque when fitted 
with a single four-barreled pot. How- 
ever, peak torque of this new engine, 
called the Fury V-800, pays off more in 
the upper reaches than at the lower end. 
In other words, we were not overly sur- 
prised to find that zero to 60 mph took 
an average of 8.7 seconds. Initial jump 
to 30 mph was in a remarkable 3.3 
seconds, due, no doubt, to the stick shift 
with which our checking car was 
equipped (most will have TorqueFlite, 
though), and to 45 took 6.8 seconds. 
Broken in, this car should easily dig to 
a true 60 mph in eight seconds flat, 
should get from 50 to 80 mph in under 
eight, and be fully capable of speeds 
well over 120 mph. Acceleration with 
the more numerous five-button auto- 
matic box might suffer a bit but not 
noticeably as far as the average driver 
is concerned. For the latter, this car is a 
potential handful. 


CORNERING IS EXCEPTIONALLY 


FLAT and the brakes, unchanged from 
the standard models, produced fade only 
upon the eighth stop, and then only 
moderately. Only handling minus was 
in the lack of self-centering action in- 
herent in the power steering system, 
but the fast steering (a shade under 31% 
turns lock to leck) allowed quick cor- 
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rections. The Fury will power through 
hard turns, can be drifted by a true be- 
liever, but could use manual steering, 
if available with faster ratio, to good 
advantage by those who prefer the sport- 
ing approach to driving. 


INS'DE, THE FINISH was much better 


than in the average Plymouth; color 
scheme is cocoa and beige and the seat 
backs are notched. The “Fury” name 
adorns the door panels; the Forward 
Look symbol is on the rear upholstery 
behind the seat. The headlights appear 
dual but are not. We returned the fancy, 
fast Fury regretfully to restore our souls 
for the ensuing day’s adventures in an- 
other fleet-footed super stock not yet 
on sale, the 


DESOTO ADVENTURER 


WHEN MORNING DAWNED on the 


day appointed to deal with this golden- 
beige, high-styled car, the ground lay 
invisible beneath a nine-inch snowfall, 
the mercury stood in the low ’teens, 
and traffic in and around Detroit was 
dismally slow. After digging about 60 
feet from our garage door to the road, 
which was barely passable, we departed 
for a 24-hour spell with a car that had 
scads of potential performance. Sad 
thing was that there seemed to be no 
place to find out just how much go the 
Adventurer’s engineers brewed up for 
the car’s second year in the market. 


ON STREETS with dry, fluffy snow, the 


Adventurer deported itself without flus- 
ter. The only requirement was being 
very easy on the gas pedal. The big 
8.50 x 14 inch tires bit weil, but care 
was essential in steering—over-control 
being too easy with the full-time power 
steering, which gives just 344 turns 
from lock to lock. Here again the lack 
of self-centering action was noted. In 
fact, a rather interesting phenomenon, 
or happenstance, asserted itself: after 
turning a corner on snow or ice it's 
easy to snap the steering wheel back with 
such force that the front wheels com- 
pletely reverse their direction. So sud- 
denly does this occur that the turn 
signals are activated in the opposite 
direction. Once discovered, this wheel- 
spinning was tried several more times 
with the same results. 


THE BITING, FREEZING COLD 


pointed up DeSoto’s defrosting system 
as being excellent as regards the new 
rear window unit, but slightly lacking 
where it concerns the sides of the wind- 
shield. 


BENEATH THE HOOD is a big, 345- 
cubic-inch plant that uses the Firedome/ 
Fireflite block bored out .02 over- 
size. Compression ratio remains at 9.25 
to 1. The con rods are forged with a 





high manganese quantity, bearings are 
steel-backed babbitt, the camshaft has a 
warmer grind than the standard line, 
and the valve springs are beefier. A spe- 
cially designed intake manifold holds 
dual four-barreled Carter carburetors 
topped with staggered, dry-pack air 
cleaners. The rear earburetors, inciden- 
tally, came through from the vendor 
initially with disturbed innards which 
prevented proper operation. Not only 
was this unfortunate, but the Adventur- 
er assigned to MT was delayed enough 
so that we ran out of good weather. 


OUR PERFORMANCE CHECKS, 


therefore, should not be regarded as 
final. On the driest road we could find, 
times to 30, 45, and 60 mph using 
stopwatch and average errors, were 3.9, 
6.6, and 8.6 seconds. Equipped with 
TorqueFlite, the dig was not materially 
changed by starting in LOW and but- 
toning into 2 at an indicated 55. Down- 
shift, as in all automatic-box-equipped 
Chrysler Corp. cars, occurs on a full 
throttle thrust up to 60 mph. From 50 
to 80 mph took only 7.1 seconds on a 
flat and well-traveled section of Willow 
Run Expressway, where the concrete 
showed through. 


AS IS THE CASE with the Plymouth 


Fury, peak torque occurs at higher rpm 
than in the conventional, less nervous 
engine. The warmer camshaft and deli- 
cately tuned carburetors cause slight 
jitters when idling, but fully revved, this 
engine develops 345 bhp (one per 
cubic inch) at 5200. Maximum power 
of the Fireflite occurs at 4600. The 
Adventurer’s torque is stated at 355 
pounds-feet at 3600 rpm, whereas the 
Fireflite peaks at 2800 with 375 
pounds-feet. As for top speed, we'll 
stand by our February estimation of 130 
mph. Daytona will tell. Ours had a 
2.92 axle, but options run to 4.89. 


HANDLING SHOULD EQUAL that of 


the Chrysler 300-C (covered on page 
40)—good, in other words—bur all 
suitable roads for such tryouts were 
choked with snow. The ride is a happy 
compromise between soft and firm, with 
no body sway noted during our careful 
turns in brisk downtown traffic, where 
conditions permitted. 


THE WHEELBASE is the same as the 


Firedome and Fireflite (126 inches) 
and overall length and width are the 
same; the 55-inch height, though, is 
two inches lower. Although the torsion 
bars and springs are the same, the lower 
center of gravity should pay off in even 
better roadability and freedom from 
nose-dipping, bottoming, etc. 


THE INTERIOR of this Adventurer, one 


of the first off the production line, dis- 
closed only two faults, both minor: the 


THE RUMOR MILL 


is now on page 12 


plastic dash covering around the push- 
button panel was not securely fitted nor 
was the upholstery behind the rear seat 
as smooth and wrinkle-free as it should 
be in a car of the price the “A” will 
bring. The exterior was the second best 
crafted of any super stock I’ve inspected 
to date (best is the 300-C). 


SMOOTH HOOD without ornament 
delights the eye. The name “Adventurer” 
is on each side at the rear with racing 
flag checks inside the Forward Look 
lazy-V. Heavily patterned sunburst 
wheel covers are of gold-anodized 
aluminum. The rear deck carries five 
longitudinal stainless steel strips, a dis- 
tinctive treatment, but the side trim is 
patterned after that of the standard 
DeSoto. The check car had the golden 
body with white trim, but various com- 
binations of gold and white, or gold and 
black, are available. 


THE INTERIOR FEATURES a stock 


instrument grouping. Upholstery, in all 





cases, will be of rose-colored tweed with 
buff vinyl bolsters. The carpet, nice and 
thick, is charcoal, flecked with gold. 
Padded dash is standard, as are dual 
exterior rear-view mirrors. 


AT THIS WRITING it is not yet known 


whether a manual transmission can be 
had, but in any event, the A is a cinch 
to be one of the year’s top-performing 
and handling family-sized cars. Unlike 
the 300-C, though, it is unlikely to be 
seen on the racing circuits. 


INDY PACE CAR 
THE 290-HORSEPOWER Mercury is 


the most powerful pace car in In- 
dianapolis history and the sixth Ford 
product to have that expensive honor. 
Jack Reith, Mercury General Manager, 

continued on page 14 
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Newest Version of the NASCAR Grand National Champion... Chrysier 300-C 


ANNOUNCING Here is the car for the man who 


TY likes his motoring meaty. For the 
THE MIGH CHRYSLER man who enjoys the stirring surge 


of 375 horsepower putting bite to 


the wheels. For the man who likes 
the sports car feel of sure-footed 
cornering and control. 

Sounds like a sports car, and it is, 
in terms of sheer driving pleasure. 


: But here’s the difference. No bun- 
America’s Most Powerful Car —375 hp! | dling to the ears just to go around 
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Convertibie at Daytona Beach. Aiso Availabie in hardtops and choice of colors. 


the block. No tears and red faces 
from the merciless wind. No acro- 
batics to get in and out. 


For the Mighty Chrysler 300-C has 
the same spacious interior as any 
new Chrysler model, magnificently 
finished in rich sports car leather 
—compatible with five new body 
colors. If this seems like your kind 
of car, your Chrysler dealer will 
give you all the details. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


375 horsepower engine, 9:25 to 1 compression ratio, 2 four- 
barrel carburetors. Special high output camshaft. Ball joint, anti- 
dip, rubber isolated, torsion bar front suspension. 14-inch 
wheels. High spring rate—iow deflection. Total-Contact Brake 
System. Over-all length: 219.2 inches. Height: 54.7 inches. 


Special racing type nylon tubeless tires. 
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MAGSPARK 
TRANSFORMER 


DUAL-POINT 
DISTRIBUTOR 


VOLTMASTER 
cous 


DUAL POINT 
CONVERSION KITS 


. CONVERSION & TUNE-UP 
KITS 


CONDENSERS & STABI- 
UZED CIRCUIT BREAKERS 


_ SEE YOUR NEAREST MALLORY JOBBER 
OR DEALER OR WRITE DIRECT TO: 


Mallory 


ELECTRIC CORPORATION 


f MICH 


VERUA 
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“Virgil Exner will legve the Chrysler 
Corp. sometime this spring.” 

TRUE—at least that’s the way the odds 
are on this rumor. But Exner will leave 
for reasons of ill health and mot because 
his work is not appreciated. More than 
any other single individual, Exner is given 
credit for the survival of the firm that has 
brought the greatest freshness to styling 
in many a year. 


“The Ford Motor Company’s new E car 
will have integral construction.” 
FALSE—Tooling is already well advanced 
and while the Edsel will feature conven- 
tional chassis-plus-body components, there 
will be many advancements as important 
as any that have been ‘seen in the last two 
decades. It’s now heralded that Edsel will 
bracket Mercury much as does Buick with 
regard to Oldsmobile; in other words, there 
will be an E car between Ford and Mer- 
cury as well as a more deluxe version be- 
tween Mercury and Lincoln. 


“Floor-mounted gearshifts, fully man- 
ual, may return.” 

VERY LIKELY—and if such an enthu- 
siast's dream does take place, the outfit 
responsible will be nearly as surprising 
as the overall concept of the striking car 
envisioned. 


“Many persons, dealers and public alike, 
are unhappy with dual headlights.” 
FALSE—Dual headlights are becoming 
popular very speedily, give better light, 
cause less glare, and will be on practically 
every car built domestically within two 
years at the most. 


“Packard’s futuristic dream car, the Pre- 
dictor, is as dead as the Dodo bird.” 
HALF TRUE, HALF FALSE—Depends 
almost entirely on how S-P weathers the 
sales storm this year. If S-P makes the 
grade, as nearly everyone in the industry 
hopes, you can expect to see an even more 
striking example of styling and engineer- 
ing ingenuity than that exemplified by the 
Predictor. 


“The industry will return to a three-year 
engineering and styling change cycle.” 





TRUE—At least for the most part, but 
don’t worry, there will be at least six all- 
new cars, from the ground up, for 1958. 


“Four-wheel air suspension will appear 
on ’58 models beneath the high-priced 
and luxury range.” 

ALMOST CERTAIN—And GM _ won't 
have the exclusive, either. Best bet is for 
several medium-priced cars to incorporate 
the feature as an extra-cost option. 


“Chrysler Corp. will give up full-time 
power steering and bring back greater 
road feel.” 

FALSE—This rumor gained some ground 
at the recent Chicago Auto Show but 
Chrysler, convinced that the public wants 
and will buy the most muscle-saving of all 
power steering systems, evidently sees no 
good reason to change. 


“Compression ratios will rise again in 
58.” 

TRUE—And you may then be able to buy 
“packed engines” with as much as 12 to 1. 
The only thing holding back C.R. is the 
petroleum industry and there is every 
reason to believe that even more potent 
fuels are just around the corner. 


“Another American-type sports car is on 
the way to production reality.” 
TRUE—and Pontiac will sire it, but in- 
troduction in the showrooms before late 
"57 or early '58 is highly unlikely. 

“The Continental Mark II may be 
drovned.” 

QUITE LIKELY—unless there is a sudden 
resurgence of interest on the part of the 
prestige-car-buying public. However, this 
does not mean that Ford will abandon this 
gilt-edged slice of the market. 


“Volkswegen is preparing a major 
change in 1958 models.” 

QUITE POSSIBLE—It’s not in the cards 
for any car to enjoy a top rating in popu- 
larity forever. Perhaps Wolfsburg has ap- 
praised the fickleness of public fancy and 
senses the eagerness of Renault, Volvo, 
and others to cut themselves a slice of the 


popularity pie. 
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Chevy explodes the biggest auto news of 1957— 


|FUEL INJECTION! 


Ramjet fuel injection, optional at 
extra cost on any Chevrolet model, 
offers constant-flow port injection, 
choice of 250 or 283 h.p. 


And that’s the beginning of a whole new era 
of efficiency! For Chevrolet fuel injection 
puts on the road—today—the precision gas- 
metering, the instantaneous acceleration that 
used to be reserved for super-priced custom 
sports cars. You’ll want to take a good long 
look at this brilliant piece of engineering. But, 
better still, you’ll want to get behind the wheel 
of a Chevrolet V8 with Ramjet fuel injection— 
believe us, that’s an experience! ... Chevrolet 
Division of General Motors, Detroit 2, Mich. 


4 ‘ 
Wt: | 


1USA 


‘S7 CHEVROLET 
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Boost Your Power 


... with this AMAZING 
NEW FAN-RELEASE UNIT | 
THAT AUTOMATICALLY | 
DISENGAGES FAN AT. 
SPEEDS OVER 40 MPH! 

























will drive.the new Convertible Cruiser, 
painted “sun glitter,” on that furious 
first lap next Memorial Day, with Tony 
Hulman barking the orders. 


| DISPLACEMENT of the Turnpike 
Cruiser engine is 368 cubic inches, and 
the compression ratio is 9.75 to 1. The 
convertible boasts an outside spare tire 
carrier that adds length. 


HENRY FORD served as honorary ref- 
eree at Indianapolis in 1924; Edsel 
drove a Lincoln pace car in 1932 and 
a Ford in 1935; Henry II drove a Lin- 
coln Continental in 1946; Benson a 
Mercury in 1950; and Bill Ford drove 
the Ford pace car in 1953. 


TWO MORE HOT ONES 


CHANCES ARE that you'll hear a lot 
from here on out about superchargers. 
The latest installation to go into limited 
production concerns the Ford Division’s 
312-cubic-inch engine. Until now, the 
most powerful Ford plant was rated at 
285 bhp with dual four-barrel car- 
buretors. Replacing the dual intake 
manifold is a four-barrel carburetor 
with a specially adapted supercharger. 
Compression ratio stays at 8.5 to 1. 
Instead of gears or sliding belts, this 
Ford installation. varies compressor ratio 
by means of a gearless planetary system 
using steel balls. The two V belts used 
for initial drive are not variable and 





At speeds over 35 MPH, standard 
automobile fans waste horsepower! 


The FAN-O-MATIC now makes the compressor ratio runs from 3.5 to 
your fan a free-wheeling unit, 8.5 to 1 with almost no noise and no 


releasing wasted horsepower at | gear induced friction. 

speeds over 40 MPH 

@ Increases Available Horsepower | 
... up to 15 h.p. 

@ Increases Gas Mileage . . . up 


H. A. MATTHIAS, Ford Division chief 
engineer, believes this blower installa- 
tion, which boosts the rated output of 


to 2 mpg the 312-inch engine (on regular grade 
@ Increases Acceleration . . . up fuel) to 300 horses, offers the greatest 

to 10% reliability and smoothness at all speeds. 
@ Reduces Engine Noise Available on all Fords (and Thunder- 
@ Reduces Vibration birds), this “new” engine has a sug- 
Tested and proved at Indianapolis gested optional extra price tag of 
Speedway under supervision of Unit- $447.40. Should be real good in rac- 
ed States Automobile Club. Simple ing, when available (see page 58). 


to install, adaptable to all cars. 


Available at your garage, service MERCURY DIVISION, too, is now in 


station or car dealer. If your favo- the super power act with an eight-bar- 
rite dealer does not yet have the rel (dual four-barrel carburetor) in- 
FAN-O-MATIC, ask him to write take version of the 368-cubic-inch Turn- 
pF os —" of Jobber who pike Cruiser engine. This will be called 

py : the M-335 engine, will deliver 335 


> rated horsepower naturally, and will 
ae Manufactured by 2146 contain such niceties as a new higher- 
4, € ~ < PADIATOR SPECIALTY CO. lift cam, improved low-restriction air 

’ hortette; Sieve cleaners, and an exhaust system that 








"a 
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has been reworked for greater efficiency. 
Compression ratio remains at 9.75 to 
1. Probably the best news for power en- 
thusiasts is that the standard three-speed 
manual transmission will be mated to 
this engine which, in its more usual 
and moderate form in the Mercury, is 
available only with Mercomatic. So, it’s 
quite obvious that here is a racing pack- 
age primarily with its availability to be 
in the special order category. 


IN CASE YOU’RE WONDERING how 


the stick-shift gearbox was sandwiched 
in place, the propeller shaft was short- 
ened and special flywheel housing, 
clutch, and throttle linkages have had 
to be provided. This package, believed 
right now to be available only in the 
Monterey, carries a suggested list price 
of $633—the price of power. 


1800 FAST MILES WITH 
TWIN-TRACTION DRIVE 
DID A RATHER RAPID cross-country 


recently between Detroit and New York 
City, and return. Car used was an al- 
most new Studebaker Broadmoor four- 
door station wagon equipped with 
power everything. The engine was pow- 
er-kitted (four-barrel carburetor), was 
rated at 225 bhp (torque 305 at 3000), 
and did all its running at temperatures 
below freezing point. Performance was 
very good: trip east was made without 
load and at cruising speeds of 65 to 
75, for a fuel consumption of 16.3 mpg. 
In city traffic on East Coast, Broadmoor 
got 14.1 mpg. Returning to Detroit, 
wagon was very heavily loaded, got 15.2 
mpg on turnpikes, again at fast cruis- 
ing speeds. 


THIS WAS EXCELLENT with a car 


that weighed around 4000 pounds, but 
most impressive was handling with the 
non-slip differential. On a foggy morn- 
ing I pulled out of Detroit on two-lane 
Route 25 toward Toledo. Midway out 
of a fog bank about 150 feet away ap- 
peared an ancient car passing a truck 
on my side of the road and going much 
too fast. Only evasive action possible 
was to hit throttle, turn sharply and 
take the gravel shoulder. Normally this 
would have caused a lurch, some wheel 
jump, and possibly a serious skid, but 
the drop from pavement edge was ne- 
gotiated with scarcely any indication 
of poor footing for wheels; return to 
road was easy. Frankly I think first 
credit goes to the perfect traction of the 
rear wheels via the Twin-Traction axle 
and, secondly, to the reasonable road 
feel provided by the fairly fast (4% 
turns) power steering. Studebaker has 
a fine wagon in the Broadmoor; it gets 
to a true 60 mph with two aboard in 
11.6 seconds, handles well, and will 
hit close to the century mark with a 
moderate windup. —J.H.W. 
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ECONOMY CAR BLITZ 
by Joe H. Wherry 


Published by Associated Booksellers, 2106 
Post Road, Westport, Conn. Available from 
publisher and local bookstores. $3.50 ppd. 


OE WHERRY IS PROBABLY one of the 
most prolific of all automotive writers. 
And we'd say this even if he had remained 
the free-lancer he has been for most of the 
past 12 years. His prolificacy is evident in his 
latest venture. During this same period he was 
gathering information for MT as a prelude to 
taking over the duties of Detroit Editor, plus 
finishing up some regular article assignments 
for magazines other than MT. 

Into 185 pages Wherry has crammed road 
tests and performance ratings of 18 low- 
priced foreign family cars that sell for under 
$2000: Austin A-30 and A-50, DKW, Ford 
Anglia and Consul, Goliath, Hillman-Minx, 
Lloyd, Metropolitan, Morris Minor, Opel, 
Peugeot, Renault 4-CV and Dauphine, Saab, 
Simca Aronde, Volkswagen, and Volvo. 

Joe pulls no punches in his appraisal of the 
various cars, pointing out such things as ap- 
parent over-pricing, the effects of austerity car- 
ried to extremes, and on the other side, heaps 
praise where it is deserved. The way he has 
reported on these cars leads us to the con- 
clusion that Economy Car Blitz is one of the 
frankest books on cars ever written.—W.W. 


THE VOLKSWAGEN 
COMPLETE OWNER’S HANDBOOK 
f 


° 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
by Hank Elfrink 
Floyd Clymer Publications, 


Published by 


1268 §. Alvarado St., Los Angeles 6. $2. | 


[N THE REALM of automotive service pub- 

lications, this book has a unique and note- 
worthy purpose. It is not a complete overhaul 
manual and makes no claim to cover every 
construction detail of the Volkswagen. Rather 
it is a combination of text book and service 
manual which will acquaint the owner with 
the fascinating details of his car and should 
aid him in avoiding the costly mistakes of in- 
discriminate tinkering. 

The 144 pages of this paper-bound book 
contain 216 excellent illustrations which 
thoroughly expose the innards of the car and 
point up the proper use of tools. The book 
is sectionalized in a logical order and indexed 
for easy reference. 

The engine section of the book is typical 
of other sections in its coverage. Parts are 
identified in cutaway and exploded views. 
Recommended settings, dimensional toler- 
ances, and adjustment procedures are pro- 
fusely illustrated or tabulated. Descriptions 
of service, maintenance, or overhaul opera- 
tions are clear and concise and there are 
adequate warnings against improper pro- 
cedure. The reader will find instructions rang- 
ing from the coverage of simple fuse replace- 
ment to the involved installation of torsion 
bars. 

The book should be a valuable tool for 
Volkswagen owners, and interesting reading 
for anyone interested in the unconventional 
design of this fine automobile. —R.S. 








It’s Easy to Train at Home for a Better Job 


in AUTO MECHANICS 





Learn by Practicing with 
Kits that CTI Sends You 


VALUABLE TUNE-UP KIT 


This kit is a CTI exclusive. It in- 
cludes a Compression Tester, a 
Vacuum Gauge and Fuel Pump 
Tester, an Ignition Timing Light 
and portable steel case. No extra 
in =~ cost! 


MECHANIC'S TOOLS " 


A fine-quality set that will 
make you proud of your craft, 
help you get experience and 
skill. You’ll use tools to earn 
money spare time. Included 
with your training. 


CTI Training Leads to Success 


“Showed my student card to a Cadillac-Olds- 
mobile dealer. He offered me a job as an ap- 
prentice mechanic. Said he would pay for my 
schooling if I kept at it. Also promised me a 
raise if I did O.K.”—Corliss Darnstaedt, Wyo. 
“Have bettered myself nearly 100%. 
Am in partnership with another fellow 
and we have 24 cars of our own.”— 
A. H. Cates, Maine. 
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“After completion of training in auto mechan- 

ics, I started as a full-fledged mechanic in a 

Buick garage.” —W. Cartwright, Ind. 

“On completion of my course, I went to work 

in a garage repairing generators, starters and 

other electrical equipment. Training is com- 

plete and thorough.”—/J. Edwards, III. 

“Without CTI training, I would not 

have the job I hold today. When I 

showed my CTI diploma, I was given >> © 

a chance to work as a mechanic.”— \C¥, 

W. O'Neil, Pa. — 

“I have made good progress, and have had 3 

pay raises in 8 months. Before I took the course 

I knew very little aboyt a car engine. But now 

4 can step up and do most any job.”—W. Long, 
a. 


Open a Shop, Be the Boss 


Repair cars for friends and neigh- 
bors in your back yard as you 
train. Or, work in a local repair 
shop. Do good work and your 
reputation will grow. In time, 
you may qualify to go “on your 






1400 Greenleaf Ave. 
Chicago 26, Ill 
Mail me your new book Big Money in Auto & 

Mechanics and Sample Lesson. Both FREE. , 


If you are sick and tired of the same old job 
and the same low pay, CTI has good news 
for you! Now you can get out of the rut and 
into a better job that offers top pay with 
plenty of steady, interesting work. Now you 
can train at home in spare time for a bright 
future in the greatest industry of them all— 
the automotive! 

The auto field is right for you because 


. there’s a terrific demand for trained me- 


chanics. Here’s why: There are over 60 mil- 
lion cars and trucks on the road, and 7 
million new ones roll off the assembly lines 
every year. Two-thirds of all vehicles are 
in the “heavy-repair” group. Jobs must be 
filled in the 600,000 repair shops and supply 
stores in the nation... jobs that offer you 
big earnings, lifetime. security and many 
opportunities for success. Find out how you 
can qualify in just a few months for a top- 
pay job! Just mail coupon tor the facts. No 
obligation! 


Diesel or Body-Fender Training Also 


CTI trains you to be an all-around mechanic 
or a specialist. You can also have additional 
instruction in Diesel Mechanics or Body-Fender 
Rebuilding—at no extra cost. Only CTI offers 
you this wider choice. 


Fix Cars for Cash as You Train 


CTI training is so practical that many students, 
soon after enrolling, fix cars in the neighbor- 
hood for cash during spare time. Some built up 
lists of satisfied customers, went into business 
by graduation time! 


Send for Free New Catalog 


If you will take a few minutes to fill out and 
mail the coupon, CTI will send you a Sample 
Lesson and a booklet entitled “Big Money in 
Auto Mechanics.” Find out about your oppor- 
tunities for a better job with better pay! 


COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE 


Dept. A-475 








own.” CTI graduates have done it! Name. 
MAIL TODAY FOR : ““« 


Zone. State. 
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EXPLANATION, NOT EXCUSE 

THIS REPORTER has received a number of 
beefs on the use of dissimilarly equipped 
cats for the Big Three road tests in the 
january issue. Since we work a good two 
months ahead (deadline for this March issue 
was January 10) we are likely to be at the 
mercy of factory distribution schedules early 
in the model year. For the sake of the record, 
there is a 270-horsepower Ford, just as there 
is a 270-hp Chevy. We did not select the 
non-parallel cars tested in January, but 
grabbed the first samples available in order 
to bring you the news while it was hot. We 
are extremely happy to report that chances 
for directly comparable cars look brighter 
for 1958. 


NEW CHAINS FOR NEW TIRES? 


SLIPPING ABOUT on your new 14-inchers? 
If so, you may be able to use the old chains. 
Which new tires they fit has apparently been 
classified information until its release by 
Walter B. Lashar, Jr., of the venerable Weed 
outfit. One size will fit 6:70 x 15s, 6.00 x 15s 
and 7.50 x 14s; another will go on 6.40 x 15s, 
5.50 x 16s, and new 7.00 x 14s. Other inter- 
changeable sizes: 7.10x15 and 8.00x 14; 
8.00 x 15, 7.00x 15, and 9.00x 14; 8.20x 
15, 7.50 x 15, 7.00 x 15, and 9.50 x 14. 


UNNATURAL TIRES 


PURE SYNTHETIC RUBBER tires are on 
the verge of being offered to the public in 
most current passenger car tire sizes. Army 
Ordnance recently tested, and passed as 
neeting their military specifications, a 

up of 14.00 x 20 truck tires constructed 

ititrely of the new coral synthetic rubber, 
developed by Firestone Tire and Rubber Co. 
Infra-red and X-ray analysis seems to show 
that the coral compound and natural rubber 
are essentially the same, yet the coral rubber 
can be manufactured in a chemical plant, 
rather than being dependent on harvesting as 
a plant byproduct. 

Another completely synthetic rubber, butyl, 
is now in quantity production and use in 
many automotive applications. Invented in 
1937 at the Esso Research and Engineering 
Co., butyl has been the subject of a $13 mil- 
lion research and development project over 
the intervening years. Current tires are made 
of a synthetic rubber called ““GR-S,” plus a 
smaller quantity of natural rubber. 

The advantages of an all-synthetic rubber 
tire are many. Shorter stopping distances, 
better wear rates, improved riding qualities, 
crack resistance, and an absence of tire squeal 
are some of the more important claims. Ex- 
pensive stockpiling of natural rubber will not 
be necessary, and we no longer need be de- 
pendent on foreign production and shipping 
during a national emergency. 


FALL-OUT 
GOODRICH is appealing a recent U.S. Dis- 
trict Court decision dismissing a tubeless tire 
patent infringement suit against U.S. Rubber 
. Did you like our February article on 
your possible future in the auto industry? 
If you're interested but not ready to under- 
take a big program, check your local adult 
education schedule and try some auto courses 
for a semester. There’s no better way to find 
out whether it's the career for you . . . Gas 
rationing in England has brought with it a 
sharp rise in unemployment in almost every 
auto factory . . . A great big British manu- 
facturer is planning a two-cylinder, four- 
seater car for this spring; previous efforts 
have come only by maverick makers . . . If 
you're so lucky as to be planning a trip to 
England, you may be able to pick up a big 
classic or late-model car for a huge discount 
(no one can afford to run them there). 














>> Jim Whipple — CAR LIFE 


“TEN YEARS AHEAD OF ITS TIME” 

“Your first look at the CITROEN DS 19 tells 
you that it’s different ...the sloping nose, under- 
slung air intake, long low body and narrow =. 
lars, all these things give the DS 19 a marked 
resemblance to the sketches of dream cars.” 


>> Pete Molson— MOTOR TREND 
“LEFT BABBLING IN WONDERMENT” 


“Hunt up the worst road available...and you 
can hurl CITROEN over it with only occasional 
light thumps from the underpinnings. 

consecutive carfulls of our own passengers were 
left incoherently babbling in wonderment. So 
what is there to say? It has to be experienced.” 


>> John R. Bond — ROAD & TRACK. 
“DRIVES BOLDLY OFF THE BEATEN PATH 
AND NEVER FEELS THE BUMPS” “On every 


kind of surface traversible by four wheels the 
‘hydropneumatic’ suspension fulfills its design- 
ers’ claims by absorbing shock and maintaining 
ability to degree never before achieved. 


>> ROAD TEST REPORTS 


from the EXPERTS on the 


DS-18 


the new Cl TROEN 


The DS-19, distinctively French 
.».Unmistakably CITROEN, 
combines chic Parisienne elegance with the 

road-hugging power of a Monte Carlo Winner. 


FREE! Send For Complete ROAD TEST Reports! 


FOR CITROEN DEALER NEAREST YOU, WRITE THE DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 
CITROEN CARS CORPORATION 


300 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y., ELDORADO 5-2872 
8423 WILSHIRE BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA, OLIVE 3-4745 


THE CITROEN DS 19 IS THE ONLY CAR, COMBINING AS STANDARD EQUIPMENT ALL 
THESE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES: FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE—MONOSHELL BODY * NEW DS 19 
OHV ENGINE WITH DUAL THROAT CARBURETOR © POWER DISC-BRAKES © INDEPENDENT 
FRONT AND REAR BRAKES ® CENTRAL HYDRAULIC SYSTEM WITH AUTOMATIC CLUTCH 
AND AUTOMATIC GEAR-SHIFT ® CITRO-SAFE® “NO SPOKE” STEERING WHEEL ® SAFETY 
DASHBOARD @ EXCLUSIVE CENTRAL FIXATION OF THE WHEELS © LOWEST CENTER OF 
GRAVITY © UNIQUE CITMATIC® AIR-OIL SUSPENSION...THE ONLY SUSPENSION 
THAT ACTUALLY FLOATS YOU ON AIR OVER THE ROAD! 


\ 


MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1957 














17 












GIVE YOUR 


THAT SS 100 


Buying a new car may be 


CAR 


financially impractical now, 
so here are some ideas for modernizing your present 


T’S BEEN SAID many a time that the main thing that wears 

out on the modern car is its style. Let’s suppose you have a 
three- to eight-year-old car that is mechanically in excellent 
shape. The engine is comparatively tight and doesn’t use oil; 
compression of the cylinders still gives you adequate power 
to do the job for your kind of driving; and just a short time 
ago your service station attendant sold you a new set of tires 
which are good for another year’s driving. 

Along comes new car announcement time, and you're deluged 
with the appeal of all the ad styling and shining flawlessness 
of the new models. Though you were happy with your older car 
and it as familiar to you as your favorite suit, you decide that 
maybe it #s time that you transported yourself and your family 
around town in a more up-to-date-looking vehicle. After see- 
ing your favorite car dealer and looking over the many models 
he has to offer, you select one that most appeals to you. 

All is rosy until you are seated in his glass-enclosed office and 
confronted with some rather startling figures. You find that 
your car is worth maybe $250 to $600; yet he wants a tidy sum 
of $3000 to $3500 or even more for the car you've selected. 
You sneak a look at the new car through the glass wall and 
then glance at your own car sitting patiently at the curb outside 
the showroom. Suddenly it dawns on you that you're really 
paying somewhat more than you had planned for the privilege 
of driving a car with the latest s.yling. 

Just such a problem confronted Lee Rockwell of Tustin, 
Calif., some months ago. In his ‘49 Ford, he drove home in a 
rather unhappy state. However, he didn’t drop the matter there, 
for he still had the desire to drive an automobile with more 
eye-appeal. So,-he turned his problem over to the Woodill 
Fiber Glass Body Corp. of Santa Ana, Calif., the firm which has 
had such success with its plastic-bodied Wildfire sports car. 

Woodill’s research design section went to work, realizing 
that here was an untouched field opening up. Under the direc- 
tion of Dean Johnson, fresh from the styling section of Ford's 
Continental Division, they first made sketches of the alterations 
proposed for Lee Rockwell's ‘49 Ford two-door sedan. The 
idea was to keep the changes as simple as possible, without 


car quickly, easily, and at relatively little expense 


story and photos 
by James E. Potter 


going into any major structural modifications. As a result of 
this study, they came up with a simplified grille treatment, 
hooded headlights and tail lights, a new side molding and 
flared wheel well openings, and a dramatic upswept tail fin in 
keeping with the looks of cars to come. 

The entire project was first done in wet clay. The curves 
were created by hand with a spatula or a sculpture knife. Then 
the mold was sanded down to precision smoothness, coated 
with shellac, and a plaster cast made of each sculptured part. 
From this mold, it is a simple procedure to produce one or a 
hundred copies of the modernizing Fiberglas part. 

This operation, as compared to working with metal welding 
methods, is far easier, taking less money, equipment, and 
time. Besides, much more is possible with plastics. Such hard- 
to-do customizing projects as compound curves and filling of 
holes are considerably easier with Woodill’s “Plastic Surgeon” 
methods than with steel. 


How Can You Modernize Your Own Car? 


Using Lee Rockwell's ’'49 Ford two-door as a basic example, 
the Woodill firm branched out to include later-model cars and 
other makes in their search for modernizing tricks. What they 
have found may be useful to you in your own customizing 
project. 

Beginning at the front end of the car, redesign of the grille 
shell does two things: it decreases the size of the opening 
and substantially lowers the grille area, simplifying the appear- 
ance. This particular Ford uses three pre-formed Fiberglas 
pieces, made of polyester resin and glass cloth. They were 
bonded to the sides of the grille opening after the old grille 
had been removed and all bare metal cleaned thoroughly. The 
Fiberglas pieces cost $16.20, including enough Plastic Surgeon 
epoxy resin material to bond the parts to the grille opening. 
These same pieces will fit any ‘49, 50, and 51 Ford; other 
molded grille parts are currently being designed for later- 
model Fords and other makes. 

With the grille opening molded in, the floating bar theme 


“of grille design is used. In the case of our sample car, '56 
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PRE-FORMED PIECES hanging over their respective installation points above are for ‘49 through ‘51 Fords. 
Identified, they are: 1—grille and hood pieces; 2—headiight hoods; 3—sweeping trim spear; 4—upswept tail fin; 
5—rear wheel well trim; 6—rear deck and license plate trim; 7—tail light hood; 8—front wheel well trim. 
















Chrysler horizontal bars were used on existing mounting 
brackets. The Pontiac floating grille bar is popular, or you 
can use other types of your own choice. 

The pre-cast hooded headlight sells for $9.60 a pair and 
includes the headlight “door” which you will need for your 
’49, °50, or °51 Ford. Other “Hoodlites” are available at 
similar prices for other makes and later-model Fords. To attach 
the hoods, anchor holes are usually drilled in the fenders so 
that the Plastic Surgeon resin forms a “rivet” when bonding 
the part to the metal fender. 

Similarly designed tail light hoods are $7.74 a pair; they 
use the original tail light assembly of the Ford. 

Woodill has designed two different molded side pieces for 
the ‘49, 50, and °51 Ford. One is the complete spear that 
runs the full length of the car, from the front wheel well flare 
back to the door and quarter-panel area and then up into the 
tail fins. Cost of this pre-cast molding is $15.45 a pair. The 
other side molding includes just the wheel flares over the 
fender cut-outs and a fade-out piece that is used where the 
embossed line of the tail fin fades out into the rear quarter 
panel. 

Although the '52, 53, and 54 Fords were originally designed 
with flared wheel wells for the front fenders, the rear fenders 
were designed for skirts. These are usually considered passé 
now, so you will soon be able to modernize °52-'54 Fords 
with rear wheel well flares. The same applies to the earlier- 
model Chevrolets. Cost of the front fender molds for °49, 
50, or 51 Fords is $17.85 per set. Rear fender molds are 
the same price. 


The Cult of the Fin 


The tail fins obviously are the most dramatic way to give 
earlier-model cars that future look. These parts, like all the 
others discussed in this article, are made of reinforced laminated 


wa 


WHAT DO YOU THINK IT COST 


Grille (three pieces) 

is loveve(-veMal-tolol folate MOlsla tle |. MMe (ole) ae 
ls (olere( tom (oll Mite Laney 

Silo Jo\-tel mel ale Melerols 

Front fender wheel well 

Rear fender wheel well 

{lel mello Melsle Mi la-talt- Mel lehi 


Tail fins 


OOOOCOCD 


Prices are for complete kits 


plastics, pre-formed to the desired shape and bonded to the 
rear fenders with the Plastic Surgeon epoxy resin. Cost of a 
set of fins for the ’49, 50, or ’51 Ford is $79.80. 

A tail fin with the concave and swept-back look that Ford 
started to use on the ’57 models is also available for the '52, 
53, and '54 Fords at similar prices. A tail fin design has also 

continued on next page 
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TO MODERNIZE THIS FORD? 


$16.20 


9.60 


7.74 


15.45 


17.85 


17.85 


19.05 


79.80 


$183.54 











Give Your Car That 


Look 
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DZZ 608 


HEADLIGHT SHROUD allows you to beat the factory to duals. 


Bsns ae 








using pre-formed pieces from Woodill’s Fiberglas kits. 


‘5, PA 





Fins and continental deck trim were also added to this ‘54 Chevy 


WET CLAY is molded to desired shape in first step in producing a 

new kit piece. The clay is then shellacked and a plaster female 
master mold formed, from which the Fiberglas trim is made. The trim 
pieces can then be cemented in place, faired in, and painted. 


continued from preceding page 


been completed for the 53 and '54 Chevy; there is a difference 
in the parts for the two-door, coupe, and four-door body 
types. The same applies to the °53 and ’54 Pontiac. 

The sculptured rear deck piece on our sample ’49 Ford can 
also be used on the ’50 and 51 Ford cars; cost is $19.05. It is 
possible that this same piece can be adapted to other makes 
and later-model Fords without too much alteration, providing 
the width of the rear deck is close to that of the ’49-’51 Ford. 

The rear deck continental kit is the most adaptable of all 
modernizing Fiberglas parts offered by the Woodill firm. The 
one shown on the 54 Chevrolet on this page is also usable on 
52, 53, and 54 Fords, 53 and '54 Plymouths and Dodges, '53 
and 54 Chevrolets and Pontiacs, and ‘52, 53, and 54 Mercurys. 
This continental kit sells for $15.45. 


Dual Headlights for Your Car 

The popularity of dual-headlight customizing probably will 
not get into full swing until 1958, when all U. S. manu- 
facturers will have them on their cars. You can get a jump 
on next year by modernizing your car with dual headlights now. 

The basic problem in the installation of dual headlights on 
any car is the breadth of the front fender. You need a 14-inch 
width to install the dual headlights in the horizontal position. 
Vertical installations are usually complicated by the grille and 
parking light design. According to law in most states, it must 


WHAT WILL IT COST 
TO REMODEL A ‘54 CHEVROLET? 


Dual headlights (including light kit) $90.00 


Rear fins 69.15 


Continental tire for rear deck 15.45 


Prices are for complete kits $174.60 | 
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ROD & CUSTOM magazine built this radical pickup truck as 
a project to illustrate various customizing ideas. It is a 

‘50 Chevrolet half-ton pickup with a ‘54 cab sectioned and 
chopped to reduce the height 20 inches. Front suspension is 
springless, using air in rubberized bags such as those 

or body used to compensate for rear spring overloading. 
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be 26 to 27 inches from the ground to the center of the 
headlight. 

In the case of the ‘54 Chevrolet shown on these pages, the 
Woodill firm designed a dual headlight shroud which extends 
the front fenders forward only a few inches because of the 
hood width. The Ford shroud extends both forward and to the 
side. It tapers nicely into the front fender, but requires rather 
a large Fiberglas section to accomplish the job. The dual 
headlight kit for the Chevy, which includes the door units 
and the Fiberglas shroud, costs $90 for the set. Price of the 
Ford kit is somewhat higher. 

Dual headlight setups for the more popular makes of cars 
are now in the design stage. You can get complete information, 
together with the approximate cost of installation on your 
car, by writing directly to the Woodill Fiber Glass Body Corp., 
3121 Oak St., Santa Ana, Calif. 






SMALL DOUBLE EXHAUSTS come from a Y behind the 
twin mufflers, longer pipe comes from header plugs. 
Bumper bars are exhaust tubing with end-lit plastic tips. 
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Predictions from 
a Pickup 












OVERHEAD GAUGES are Stewart-Warner, with wires and piping 
in corner posts. Wheels were disassembled, chromed, and re- 
riveted with the rims reversed at a cost of about $45 each. 


PHOTOS BY FRED BEINDORF 
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OR THE FIRST TIME since 1940, the “Big M” has its own 

body shell, shared by neither Lincoln nor Ford (but to be 
used by the E Division in the construction of its higher-priced 
model; see Feb. MT ). This separate basic body unit allowed the 
stylists more freedom in creating an automobile of definite and 
exciting identity. They have certainly succeeded in producing a 
singularly different appearance for this gadget-lover’s paradise. 

The test Mercury was a 57 Montclair four-door hardtop with 
the standard 312-cubic-inch engine producing 255 horsepower, 
and with every imaginable power accessory. It was equipped with 
Mercomatic, a radio, heater, complete air conditioning, wind- 
shield washers, safety belts, and power-operated brakes, steerin, 
four-way seat, windows and radio antenna. 

We also tested another similarly equipped Mercury. This sec- 
ond car, however, had the optional 290-horsepower engine (a 
modified Lincoln block), and it did not have air conditioning, 
We had this car for a much shorter time, and in fact barely co 
pleted the testing in time for this issue. The considerable differ 
ence between these cars was astonishing, particularly in our tests 
of brake fade, fuel economy, and acceleration. 
























A Unique Driver’s Compartment 


Practical black and white vinyl-covered seats fitted in custom 
tuck-and-roll fashion were nicely complemented by the black 
rug and white, pierced-fiber headlining (also practical). Enter- 
ing through any of the spacious doorways was accomplished 
without difficulty, though we did bump our knees on the corners 
where the wrap-around projects rearwards. Drivers near the six- 
foot mark should remember to duck slightly getting in or out, 
even though there is plenty of headroom inside. Since the steer- 
ing wheel clears the seat by a narrow margin (5.5 inches), a 
plump man or, surely, a woman in a full skirt would have some 
difficulty sliding in behind the wheel. 

You get an extra dividend from those handsome seats when 
you discover how comfortable they are. Don’t complain if you 
sit on a safety belt buckle. You’re supposed to wear them, and 
you may well be surprised how much they add to your riding 
comfort. Next, as you look around the cockpit, you are struck 
by the complex dashboard. Everywhere there are buttons, knobs, 
levers, lights, switches, and a strange gauge leers from just above 
the steering column, plainly and cryptically labeled “Power 
Booster, Off—On.” Across the top of the dash are three pairs of 
individually adjustable louvers which, when aimed upwards, 
function as defrosters. 

Starting up is like checking out in a small plane. You insert 
the ignition key with your right hand, then you push the NEU- 
TRAL shift button (marked N/S) with your left hand. This starts 
the engine. Next, you push the LOW or DRIVE button and the 
BRAKE RELEASE bar, press the accelerator, and away we go! 

Simultaneously, as you turn the ignition on, the seat auto- 
matically moves to a pre-set position as selected on the Seat-O- 
Matic dial on the dash. There are five letters determining seat 
height and seven numerals to locate it fore and aft. When the 
ignition is turned off, the seat moves back and down to allow 
exit and re-entry with maximum ease. 

Some of these controls seem to have been designed with fore- 
thought but little follow-through. The sliding door locks are an 
ingenious idea, but several broken fingernails resulted from 
them and from the heater, air conditioning, and defroster levers. b 
The blower switch is machined from soft aluminum, with a 
chrome-tipped plastic knob threaded on. Several cars in a local 
showroom had suffered the same fate as ours: the threads had 
stripped and the knob fallen off somewhere along the line. 

Last year, Mercury was one of the few cars to retain a full 
complement of gauges. The 57 has unfortunately hopped on 
the warning-light bandwagon. Gone are the oil pressure gauge 
and ammeter, now replaced by a pair of sinister, blinking red 
eyes. If this was an economy move, why the. “Power Booster” 
gauge, which serves no useful purpose? (This gauge was only on 
the smaller-engined car. On the other, the space was filled with a 
small Mercury nameplate.) However, the fuel and temperature 

continued on page 24 
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ENGINE COMPARTMENT is packed with 
accessories; some adjustments and repairs 


when would be difficult even with air cleaner 
if you removed as shown. Though plugs are hard 
1, and to reach, there is plenty of room for 


wrenches. Left-side duct warms carburetor air. 
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continued from preceding page 

gauges have been retained on the latest series, along with the 
speedometer which is the new thermometer type. As your speed 
increases, a red strip creeps from left to right, displacing the 
normal green color and indicating the speed with unusual ac- 
curacy, using the red-green division as the “pointer.” And now 
let’s try the car out. 


That “Floating” Ride 

These are two of the smoothest- and quietest-riding cars we 
have ever tested. The highly touted pneumatic doughnuts, in- 
tended to improve rear springing by replacing the front shackles 
on the semi-elliptical leaf springs, are available only on the six 
Mercury wagons and on cars with the optional 368-cubic-inch 
engine, with the exception of convertibles. The other Mercurys 
have conventional rubber-bushed shackles. We therefore had the 
opportunity to test and compare both systems. There was no 























MERCURY 


perceptible difference in riding qualities between the cars and 
no spring wrap-up during acceleration, which is surprising when 
you note the larger engine develops 405 pounds-feet of torque: 
65 pounds-feet more than the 312-cubic-inch engine. The test 
cars seldom bottomed hard, and then only on bad dips at fairly 
high speeds. Even then, there was little perceptible shock and 
the cars recovered quickly, with only slight pitching considering- 
the softness of the shocks. 

On rare occasions you might be made aware of the road sur- 
face, but just audibly as a drumming sound which could be 
detected faintly with all the windows rolled up, the radio and 
other accessories off. One fault was apparent, and this was the 
excessive nose dive during braking, difficult to eliminate without 
doing away with the pillewy ride in the process. 


Roadability and Handling: An Improvement? 


Though the ride is much softer, even cushiony, the answer to 
the question is no. The key here is the word “improvement.” Last 
year, Mercury was one of the best cars tested in these depart- 
ments. This year, it’s different and in some ways not so good. 

Whipping the wheel a quarter turn to each side and back 
again caused the front end to bob and sway, and finally edge 
slowly toward the side of the road. With rare exceptions, a ride 
gets softer only at the expense of handling characteristics. In this 
case, there has been a definite loss in steering crispness, under- 
steer has been replaced by a slight amount of oversteer, and there 
was some wallowing in a gusty side wind or when a semi-trailer 
passed in the opposite direction. Also, the power steering neces- 
sitated careful attention to the road, since it was quite sensitive 
to crowned roads and required frequent manipulation to keep 
the cars on the straight and narrow. 

Cornering also suffered a bit. The cars would go into a mod- 
erately fast corner showing some oversteer, and would then 
wallow around as the springs unwound when we straightened 
out. The 17-inch sseering wheel was a comfortable size, and the 
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power steering took most of the effort out of aiming, but five 
turns lock to lock are too many. The lack of horsepower and 
engine braking in the smaller-engined car made itself felt when 
cornering, and it’s doubtful that there was a sufficient margin 
to help either of the heavy test cars out of an inadvertent slip. 

Considerable windshield distortion made distance judgment 
through the corners difficult, and particularly annoying on twist- 
ing mountain roads. 


Complaint Department: Brakes 

Stopping more than two tons of machinery is a big job, and 
the brakes on the one car found it a bit too big. Test weight of 
the smaller-engined car was 4450 pounds, and the larger-engined 
car (without air conditioning) weighed but 10 pounds more. 

In our standard 12-stop brake fade test, we decelerate repeat- 
edly from 60 to 20 miles per hour at a rate of 15 feet per second 
per second. The air-conditioned car with the 312-cubic-inch 
engine was tested first. Surprisingly, fade was perceptible even 
on the second stop; the pedal was harder and there was a pull to 
left on No. 3. The pedal was floorboarded for No. 4 but it was 
not possible to hold the 15 feet per second per second rate under 
35 mph, and an odor of burning linings became evident. No. 5 
duplicated the previous test, and the next two were characterized 
by a bad pull to the left, an odor which verged on being a stench, 
clouds of smoke, but (amazingly ) a renewed ability to meet the 
deceleration rate with the pedal on the floor. No. 8 was a straight 
slow-down with no pull, but smoke and odor of course, and no 
braking effect whatsoever below 30 mph. 

After a short rest at this point, the left front brake grabbed, 
smoke poured from all of the drums, but the 15 feet per second 
rate was again barely attainable. The remaining three test 
decelerations duplicated No. 9, and smoke was produced in such 
quantities that the car appeared to be on fire. 

In sharp contrast, the other car had exceptionally good brakes. 
The first five stops were uneventful, and there was no fade unti: 
the sixth. At this point, there was a slight increase in pedal re- 
sistance, but no smoke or odor and the 15 feet per second per 
second deceleration rate was attained without difficulty. No. 7 
duplicated No. 6, and succeeding decelerations showed slightly 
increasing fade until the 12th slow-down when it was no longer 
possible to attain the standard deceleration rate; 12 feet per 
second per second was the best we could do. Odor appeared first 
at No. 8, and gradually increased. 

Though the first car’s brakes were poor, the second’s were 
unusually good, especially when you note that the larger engine 
allowed quicker acceleration, giving the brakes less time to cool 
between stops. 

In mountain driving it would be possible to avoid fade prob- 
lems by locking the Mercomatic in intermediate range and 
utilizing engine compression to take some of the strain off the 
brakes. This is done by pressing the LOW button just after the 
transmission shifts to intermediate. 


A Look Under the Hood 


Mechanics will forever revere the man responsible for the 
front-hinged hood. This eminently sensible idea allows easy ac- 
cess to the top of the entire engine without fear of bumped 
heads, strained eyes and/or muscles. Closing it can be difficult. 
Spark plug attention is about the most unpleasant simple chore, 
since the plugs are just a few inches below the exhaust manifold. 
The access space problem is more acute with the big engine. We 
are frankly at a loss to explain how the plugs can be changed on 
this car without an extra wrist or special wrenches. 

From experience, we suggest that you restrain your impatience 
and wait for the engine to cool before working on such things. 

The smaller engine was the standard 312-cubic-inch, over- 
head-valve V8, producing 255 horsepower. The only great 
change since 56 is a 16 pound-foot gain in maximum torque 

continued on page 44 
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REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 

Clayton chassis dynamometer showed: 
72 road hp @ 2000 rpm 

84 road hp @ 2500 rm 

92 road hp @ 3000 rpm 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
Read 31 at true 30, 47 at 45, 52 at 50, 
62 at 60, 77 at 75, 81 at 80 


ACCELERATION 

From Standing Start 

0-45 mph 8.3 0-60 mph 13.0 
Quarter-mile 19.6 and 76 mph 
Passing Speeds 

30-50 mph 5.5 45-60 mph 5.0 
50-80 mph 13.7 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 

Using Mobilgas $ 

Steady Speeds 

19.8 mpg @ 30 18.7 mpg @ 45 
14.6mpg @ 60 9.7 mpg @ 75 
Stop-and-Go Driving 

12.1 mpg tank average for 740 miles 


OIL CONSUMPTION 
One quart added in 1072 miles 


GRAPHS REFER TO SMALLER-ENGINED CAR ONLY 
ACCELERATION 
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Specifications 


STANDARD ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.80 in. Stroke 3.44 
in. Stroke /bore ratio 0.91:1. Compression ratio 9.75: 
1. Displacement 312 cu. in. Advertised bhp 255 @ 
4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.817. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2637 ft. per min. Max. bmep 164.3 psi. 
Max. torque 340 Ibs.-ft. @ 2600 rpm. 


OPTIONAL ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.00 in. Stroke 3.66 
in. Stroke / bore ratio 0.92:1. Compression ratio 9.75: 
1. Displacement 368 cu. in. Advertised bhp 290 @ 
4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.788. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2806 ft. per min. Max. bmep 163.8 psi. 
Max. torque 405 Ibs.-ft. @ 2800 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is three-speed 
synchromesh with helical gears. Automatic transmis- 
sion is Mercomatic, four-speed planetary gearbox with 
fluid coupling; ratios: 2.40:1, 1.46:1, 1.00:1. Over- 
drive transmission is. standard shift with planetary 
gearsel; ratio 0.78:1. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Synchromesh 3.70. Automatic 
2.91:1. Overdrive 3.89:1. 


STEERING: Turning diameter 41.50 ft. Turns lock to 
lock 5.00. Overall ratios: Mechanical 27:1; power 
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‘S57 (290 bhp engine, 


no air conditioning) 


Clayton chassis dynamometer showed: 
88 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 28 mph 
108 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 50 mph 
122 road hp @ 3000 rpm and 66 mph 


Read 33 at true 30, 49 at 45, 54 at 50, 
65 at 60, 78 at 75, 82 at 80 


From Standing Start 

0-45 mph 6.0 0-60 mph 9.8 
Quarter-mile 17.2 and 80 mph 
Passing Speeds 

30-50 mph 4.1 45-60 mph 3.6 
50-80 mph 10.1 


Using Mobilgas $ 

Steady Speeds 

17.7 mpg @ 30 16.3 mpg @ 45 
14.5 mpg @ 60 11.6mpg @ 75 
Stop-and-Go Driving 

14.2 mpg tank average for 439 miles 


None added in 517 miles 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
AT STEADY SPEEDS 
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24:1. Type: mechanical and power, recirculating ball 
and rack (Saginaw). 


WEIGHT: Test car with gas, oil and water, 4450 Ibs. 
(54% front, 46% rear). Test car weight/bhp ratio 
19.8:1. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in., overall length 
211.1 in., overall height 56.6 in., overall width 
79.1 in., front tread 59.38 in., rear tread 59.0 in., 
rear overhang 57.4 in. 


TIRES: 8.00x14 tubeless. 


PRICES (including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight): MONTEREY two-door sedan 
$2536, four-door sedan $2605, two-door hardtop 
$2653, four-door hardtop $2723, convertible $2965. 
MONTCLAIR four-door sedan $3148, two-door hardtop 
$3196, four-door hardtop $3277, convertible $3390. 
TURNPIKE CRUISER two-door hardtop $3718, four- 
door hardtop $3809. STATION WAGONS: COMMUTER 
two-door, two-seat $2863, four-door, two-seat $2933, 
four-door, three-seat $3030. VOYAGER two-door, two- 
seat $3363, four-door, three-seat $3530. COLONY 


PARK four-door, three-seat $3637. (Mercomatic stand-. 


ard on Montclair, Turnpike Cruiser, Voyager and Col- 
ony Park. Power steering and power brakes standard 
on Turnpike Cruiser.) 


%, 


the steering wheel, but some controls 
and gauges are obscured. Shuttered 
vent and defroster openings line 

the base of the windshield. 





nine inches high, making unloading 
more difficult than it should be. 
Glove compartment, below, is small 
but within easy reach of driver. 
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WEATHER SEALING on test car was 
not up to par. Note 4-inch gap at 
top of vent window. Power window 
controls are at base of wrap-around. 


~ 


SPEEDOMETER is easy to read through 





SPACIOUS TRUNK hos awkward sill . 
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NOW, if super performance and increased luxury are among 
your “druthers,” you can have them in the Turnpike Cruiser. 
The factory has suggested a boost in the list price of $192 for 
the TPC over a comparably equipped Montclair four-door 
Phaeton. For this extra boodle you get, as standard equipment, 
Mercomatic transmission, power steering and brakes, dual head- 
lights, the power-operated retracting rear window, and the 
special steering wheel that’s flattened on the top. On the list of 
accessories, only the automatic gearbox is standard on the Mont- 
clair; the flat wheel is unobtainable on all Mercury models be- 
low the Cruiser. Also standard are powered seats and windows, 
plus the Seat-O-Matic dial that returns the front seat to the 
desired place. 

As super stocks go, the Turnpike Cruiser creates probably 
the greatest sudden impact when you climb in and take your 
place behind the wheel. The flattened-top steering wheel strikes 
you initially as a great idea—and it is, for forward visibility is 
much enhanced. Then the instrument panel is different, too. The 
speedometer features very large numbers, goes to 120 mph, and 
is of the red line variety. The two large dials are the 6000-rpm 
tachometer on the left and an “Average Speed Computer Clock” 
on the right that has three dials, will tell average speed at any 
time on a trip; the trip odometer is inside the computer dial. 

Most advanced thing about the Turnpike Cruiser, though, at 
least from the standpoint of interior comfort, is positioning of 
the fresh air intakes in the roof. They are at each side of the 
windshield, which, also different, has a compound curve to wrap 
back over the top a few inches. Air conditioning is optional but 
will most likely be found on a good share of Cruiser output. 













A LOT like an ordinary Montclair? You won't think so 
as you begin to see bug-eyed TPCs on the road. 


Dimensionally the Cruiser is like the regular line, as is its sus- 
pension system except that air-cushion front mountings of the 
rear springs are standard. Steering wheel lock dittos the standard 
line as does the overall handling of the car. 

The Cruiser I checked was one of only five in existence at 
press time—it was an engineering prototype, had a bit of 
lead here and there, and frankly did not have quite as much 
zip as one can logically expect in a production version. It had 
the big Lincoln-based, 368-cubic-inch engine with 9.75 to 1 
compression ratio, an impressive horsepower rating of 290 bhp 
at 4500 rpm, and torque of 405 pounds-feet at about 2700 
rpm. Carburetion is by a new, low four-barrel unit; exhausts 
are dual. This big engine weighs about 700 pounds, alone, or 
around 80 more than the optional 312-cubic-inch engine 


continued on page 56 


MERCURY’S ( ons cuter ~Drivescription 


PHOTOS BY JOE FARKAS 
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IF YOU GO FOR the little differences 
but went U.S.-cor space, this may be it. 


by Joe H. Wherry 





THIS SUMMER, TPC passengers will bless the wise look beckwaord that 
resurrected the opening window. Note the flattened wheel. 
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PACKARD 


Compromise car? Yes. To be lightly 
dismissed for that reason? Certainly not! 


CLIPPER Drivescription 


story and photos 
by Joe H. Wherry 









RIVING ANY CAR on Studebaker- 
Packard’s proving ground at South 
Bend, Ind., is highly interesting, for this 
track is capable of handing a car as terrific 





STUDEBAKER? Yes, underneath you'll 
find a chassis like the Stude sedans’. 


a beating as any in the industry. Even the 
big high-speed loop, said to be the oldest 
still in use in the industry, is rough with 
the repairs necessitated by age. While 
speeds in excess of 100 miles per hour are 
thus difficult to maintain, the track does 
show up the durability of a car. 

So driving che new Packard Clipper in 
its newly adopted environment was an 
interesting assignment. A few months ago 
there were only about 1200 Packard deal- 
ers in the entire nation. Now, because 
many Studebaker dealers have taken on 
the new line, there are some 2000. What 
manner of car is this that is slated to 
perpetuate one of the industry’s most his- 
toric names? Is it just a more luxurious 
Studebaker or is it a distinctive make in 
its own right? Before answering these two 
questions, let’s drive the new Clipper 
models. 

Beneath the hood is the same engine 
arrangement used in the Studebaker Gold- 
en Hawk—a 289-cubic-inch overhead- 


valve plant with solid lifters, a 7.8 to 1 
compression ratio, and a two-barrel car- 
buretor which takes the rammed air from 
a high-efficiency, belt-driven McCulloch 
supercharger. The power of this unit, as 
you no doubt already know, is 275 horse- 
power at 4800 rpm; torque is 333 pounds- 
feet at 3200 rpm. 

The latest information shows the over- 
drive transmission to be standard, with a 
4.27 to 1 rear axle. A three-element auto- 
matic transmission is optional but will be 
the most frequent installation; thus 
equipped, the rear-axle ratio is 3.31 to 1. 
I was fortunate in being able to drive 
Clippers with each gearbox. Of the two 
models offered, a four-door station wagon 
(called the “Country Sedan”) and the 
four-door Town Sedan, the former is the 
more roadable because of better weight 
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BLEND of Packard's recent tail light design and high fenders with 


brakes or revving the automatic-equipped 
engine. To a corrected 60 mph from a 
standstill took exactly 11 seconds in the 
station wagon equipped with Flightomatic. 
The sedan, with more weight on the front 
wheels and less on the rear wheels, made 
it to the 60 mark in 11.6 seconds with the 
overdrive transmission. The latter would 
undoubtedly trim the socks off the wagon, 
regardless of transmission, with a couple of 
hundred pounds of dead weight tossed 
into the trunk. Clutch action in the stick- 
shift sedan was light and the fast-revving 
blown engine sprang to life so quickly that 
the greatest problem was keeping the rear 
wheels from spinning. The heavier wagon, 
even when handicapped with the auto- 
matic transmission, consistently broke 
away faster to 60 mph. 

The automatic transmission quadrant is 


South Bend-inspired body shell is by no means a failure. 


distribution. For this reason the best ac- 
celeration was obtained with the wagon, 
despite its curb weight of 3982 pounds 
against the sedan’s 3825. 

Fortunately there were few icy spots on 
the straightaways, and initial wheelspin 
was minimized by not holding the power 


like that in the new Studebaker line with 
positions for PARK, NEUTRAL, DRIVE, 
LOW, and REVERSE. In DRIVE you have a 
passing step-down up to 60 mph with 
either the automatic or the overdrive trans- 
mission. Cruising along at 50 mph and 

continued on page 46 
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Two Super Chief Catalina Coupes—one with power brakes, power 
steering, power seat, power antenna; both with Hydra-Matic 


and 347-cubic-inch, 270-horsepower V8 engines. A comparative test 


ONTIAC began emphasizing performance last-year with fair 

results. This year, few cars, especially in its price range, 
will be able to keep up with it. Without losing any of the 
comforts of the family sedan, it has become a real “fun to drive, 
get up and go” automobile. The Pontiac looks quite harmless, 
being devoid of space-ship-type apparatus, but it’s another story 
under the hood! 

The two cars used for comparative testing were identical iff. 
body style, color, trim and upholstery—a most confusing situ- 
ation until license plate numbers were noted, 002 being 
full power and 003, Hydra-Matic only. (But it should be easier 
if we call them Car A and Car B, respectively, unless comments 
are applicable to both cars. ) 

Neither car had many miles on the odometer. Car A had 21; 
Car B, 12.8. In order to give them a fairer test, considerable 
driving was done in the limited time available. Some 600 miles 
were registered before actual testing began, 250 in town and 
350 on the open road up to 7000 feet altitude and through snow, 
rain, sleet and the complications of Los Angeles’ San Bernardino 
Freeway. All 600 miles of this “compressed driving’ were a 
definite pleasure. 

It should be noted here that our test results would have been 
even better had the cars been driven a few thousand miles more. 


Performance: the Car that Changed 


After the first few miles of driving, we became fully aware 
that this car had an engine that would show the car’s tail lights 
to anything in its field. Acceleration is simply fantastic in any 
speed range. The performance results in the table on page 31 
show the average of three runs in each direction. However, the 
best 0-60 run, made by Car B, was in 8.3 seconds and the best 
%-mile in 16.2 seconds at 85 miles per hour. The full-power 
car was only fractions slower. It is very possible that if the cars 
had been driven several thousand miles and were carefully tuned, 
the eight-second mark on the 0-60 acceleration run would have 
been broken. 


The Pontiac is the fastest-accelerating Detroit family car that 
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MOTOR TREND has tested yet this year, which surprised us. 

Performance is even more astonishing when one considers 
that the cars, with oil, water and full tanks of gas, weighed 4270 
and 4150 pounds, power and non-power respectively. 

The improved performance over last year’s car is largely due 
to the increase in cubic inches from 316.6 to 347.04. This was 
achieved mainly by redesigning the crankshaft, giving a stroke 
of 3.56 inches, as compared to last year’s 3.25 inches. A new 
piston was developed, the compression ratio raised from 8.9 to 1 
up to 10.0 to 1, and the diameter of the intake and exhaust valves 
was increased for better ‘engine breathing and efficiency. It is 
extremely smooth, even at idle, performing equally well at sea 
level and high altitudes and starting instantaneously under all 
conditions. The four-barrel carburetor, however, starves out 
sometimes in sudden acceleration and on right turns. This can 
be a trifle annoying going into a fast slide on an uphill turn 
when one needs all power to pull out. As previously stated, there 
are no space-ship gadgets attached for dead-stick landings. The 
fuel starvation was the only engine complaint found, however. 

This engine is standard on the Star Chief and Super Chief 
series but is not the most potent one Pontiac has available. Details 
on the various super-powered, three-carburetor and fuel injection 
engine options are at the end of this story. For the piddlers, the 
252-hp, two-barrel carburetor engine is standard on the lower- 
priced Chieftain series. 

The up and down shifts on the dual-range Hydra-Matic 
worked very smoothly at all times. However, when using the 
passing kick-down there was a noticeable lag before the lower 
gear took hold. Car A developed a transmission oil leak after the 
first 200 miles and had to be returned to the shop for repair. 
The oil lines which run from the transmission oil cooler were 
loose at the transmission and practically all oil was lost. This, of 
course, was due to faulty assembly. Those Detroit gremlins, you 
know, working overtime again. The transmission then continued 
quiet, but Car B developed a noticeable rear-axle whine at steady 
speeds between 45 and 60 miles. 


continued on page 30 
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ENGINE COMPARTMENTS of the two cars are recognizably similar, but Car A’s at left is filled with accessory 
devices such as the power steering pump on top of the left cylinder bank. Repairs to Car B would be easier. 
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an MT Reseach Report 
by Otto Zipper 


BRAKE FADE increases in most ‘57 cars are 
easily explained with the aid of this photo. 
Reducing the wheel diameter to 14 inches 

and the use of wider rims have resulted in a 

virtually complete shrouding of the brake 
drum. Cooling air now finds no access to the 
hotter portions of the drum, but only 

to the backing plate. Those seriously 
desiring safe, dependable brakes should 
send complaints to the manufacturer of their 
car (Pontiac is not the only, or worst 
offender). Air scoops on the backing plates 
will help, if the manufacturers don’t. 




















TWO PONTIACS 


continued from preceding page 


A Handling Surprise 


The handling characteristics are good. While by no means in 
the sports car class, the car is, after all, designed for a different 
purpose. Firm springing affords good road feel, and the subse- 
quent vibrations are well worth while when ome considers thar 
this characteristic will give better warning of the car's intentions. 
(Now all the car needs is something to warn it of the driver’s 
intentions. ) Cornering is good, although the lean is quite notice- 
able, and once in a slide the quick response and power will get 
one out of trouble. Normal dips, rough surfaces, street car tracks 
and the like have small effect. Bottoming occurs only occasionally 
at speed over bad dips, and then recovery is quick. The car, also, 
behaves very well in snow and on wet roads. 

Steering, without the power assist, is precise, but has too many 
turns from lock to lock. Power steering, of course, is easier and 
quicker, but seems less precise and gives less road feel. Frequent 
wheel correction is needed on straight roads and the feeling of 
security found with non-power steering is somewhat lost. It is 
recommended that those drivers who insist upon lolling and 
driving with one hand forego power steering. The necessity for 
close attention to wheel antics is true, of course, of most power- 
assisted steerings. 


. And a Braking Surprise 


The only real weak point of the car involves the brakes. For 
normal use, they are no more than adequate, and severe brak- 
ings, such as on long, down-hill grades, result in rapid over- 
heating and fade. This seems to be a characteristic of 14-inch 
wheels in general, whether on Pontiac or other makes. Fast 
cooling action is virtually impossible because the wide rim and 
14-inch diameter of the wheels completely engulf the brake 
drums, and cut down air circulation. 

The power brakes on Car A faded quicker than the others. 
After making two slow-downs from 60 mph to 20 mph at a 
rate of 15 feet per second per second, they pulled left. After two 
more similar slow-downs, they pulled to the right and began to 
smell. On the sixth run they faded so badly no further tests were 
made. After a five-minute rest, the smell was still present but the 
fade was gone. (Some old soldier should be able to do something 
with that sentence. ) 

The non-power brakes of Car B, tested under the same condi- 
tions, lasted for six slow-downs before fade began and, at the 
same time, the car pulled to the right. With the seventh run, the 
pull to the right became worse, and a bad smell developed. The 
eighth run produced a very severe swerve to the right, as did 
the ninth, and at the tenth the braking action was practically nil. 
Five minutes later, action was normal again. 

Although these were severe tests, and are rarely encountered 
under normal circumstances, such conditions are possible. 

Apparently some modern engineers are latter-day Ettore Bugat- 
tis. No other explanation seems possible for so much emphasis 
on “go” and so little regard for “stop.” 


The Inside View 


The seating position is very good, and comfortable for driver 
and passenger. The cight-way power seat is particularly adap- 
table to the driving comfort of any size person. Upholstery and 
interior coverings are of good quality vinyl-covered and nylon 
fabrics, and the floors are carpeted, wall to wall. Vision is 
excellent all around, with no appreciable distortion in either the 
back window or the front windshield. There are no paint or 
chrome reflections in the windshield, although the chromium- 
plated steering wheel spoke blinds the driver when hit at certain 
angles by the sun. Perhaps, to alleviate this condition, Pontiac 
wiil soon be offering sun glasses as an accessory. All four fenders 
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are easily seen, with or without glasses, and the hood line has 
been lowered 1.6 inches, with no cluttering hood ornament. The 
rear-view mirror, however, is much too small. 

All instruments are easily legible, being well grouped and in 
contrasting colors. They are, unfortunately, framed in a sharp, 
hard edge that could be dangerous in case of accident, particu- 
larly for children. Heater controls are close to the driver’s hand 
and easily operated. Both heater and defroster fans are silent. 
There are two ash trays, one being convenient to the driver, as is 
the cigarette lighter. The glove compartment is handily located 
just right of the center. The emergency brake is foot operated, 
with an easy hand release that just might be too easy—enough 
so for it to be knocked open accidentally. If the release were 
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IDENTICAL-LOOKING hardtops pause in wet and cold spot high 
above usual desert testing grounds. Cold starts were fast. 


relocated, the brake would be as good as any we have tried. 

Head and leg room are good, although, in the two-door, some 
contorting is necessary to get in and out of the back seat. Pro- 
longed riding there could become tiresome to long-legged people. 

The doors are well fitted, closing hard but solidly. Opening 
them, however, was often difficult, the doors sticking on the 
chrome weather strippings above the windows. 

Body paneling, paint, trim and upholstery were above average 
in quality for Detroit, but various rattles and a whistle developed, 
to the tune of Yankee Doodle Dandy, where the left wind wing 
and rubber stripping did not meet on the non-power car. The 
rattles can be blamed on poor assembly. The gearshift quadrant 
on the non-power car, for example, came loose, as did the radio 
speakers on both cars. A hunt for the cause of other rattles was 
not made, however, since we were not driving the Safari. Win- 
dow operation is stiff, particularly for a woman. 

All in all, the car is superior in many ways to others in its 
price range and compares favorably to many higher-priced auto- 
mobiles. Except for the previously noted brake deficiency, the 
car is safe and a pleasure to drive. 


Comparative Economy 


In comparing the two cars against each other, we found very 
little difference in performance. Car B outperformed the other 
only by fractions of seconds, the 0-60 run differing only by one 
mph. In the economy department, however, the picture looked 
different. The fuel economy runs made proved the non-power 
car to be much thriftier at low speeds, while at high speeds the 
cars’ gas consumption was practically identical:.This i-sdicates 
that the drag of the power equipment affects thé“@n ine more 
at lower rpms. Since this is most noticeable at speeds up to 45 
mph, city driving will make the power-equipped car more costly 
in operation. Our total tank mileage, however, was virtually the 
same—14.2 mpg for the power and 14.5 for the non-power 
over almost the same distance. This was due to much high-speed 
driving, and a conservative driver should do much better. 


continued on page 62 
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Performance 


1 > Jo 


(270-bhp engine, Hydra-Matic, 
power Steering, power brakes) 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
Read 30 at true 30, 46 at 45, 51 at 50, 
62 at 60, 78 at 75, 83 at 80 


ACCELERATION 

From Standing Start 

0-45 mph 5.6 0-60 mph 8.8 
Quarter-mile 16.9 and 83 mph 
Passing Speeds 

30-50 mph 3.9 45-60 mph 3.2 
50-80 mph 8.6 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 

Using Mobilgas $ 

Steady Speeds 

19.6 mpg @ 30 17.8 mpg @ 45 
16.6 mpg @ 60 13.9mpg @ 75 
Stop-and-Go and Highway Driving 
14.2 mpg tank average for 883 miles 


"S27 Car B 


(270-bhp engine, Hydra-Matic, no power 
steering, no power brakes) 


Read 30 at true 30, 46 at 45, 52 at 50, 
64 at 60, 81 at 75, 88 at 80 


From Standing Start 

0-45 mph 5.5 0-60 mph 8.7 
Quarter-mile 16.6 and 84 mph 
Passing Speeds 

30-50 mph 3.5 45-60 mph 3.0 
50-80 mph 8.3 


Using Mobilgas $ 

Steady Speeds 

23.0 mpg @ 30 19.5mpg @ 45 
16.8 mpg @ 60 13.8 mpg @ 75 
Stop-and-Go and Highway Driving 
14.5 mpg tank average for 921 miles 


OIL CONSUMPTION 
None added in 895 miles 


REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 

Clayton dynamometer showed: 

73 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 25 mph 
94 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 31 mph 
116 road hp @ 3000 rpm and 58 mph 


Clayton dynamometer showed: 

85 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 30 mph 
108 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 40 mph 
140 road hp @ 3000 rpm and 50 mph 


ACCELERATION 


85 
80 


V4~ MILE 


60 


50 
45 


MPH 


30 


SECONDS 


0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 


Specifications 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.94 in. Stroke 3.56 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.90:1. Compression ratio 10.0:1. 
Displacement 347 cu. in. Advertised bhp 270 @ 
4800 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.726. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2848 ft. per min. Max. bmep 156.0 psi. 
Max. torque 359 Ibs.-ft. @ 2800 rpm. 

TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is three-speed 
synchromesh with helical gears. Automatic transmis- 
sion is Hydra-Matic, four speed planetary gearbox 
with fluid coupling; ratios: 3.97:1, 2.55:1, 1.55:1, 
1.00:1. Gvgrd.'.. is not available. 

REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Synchromesh 3.42:1. Automatic 


3.08:1. 

STEERING: Turning diameter 42.50 {t. Turns lock to 
lock mechanical 5.06, power 4.25. Overall ratio: 
mechanical 25:1, power 22.5:1. Type: mechanical 
and power, recirculating ball bearing. 

WEIGHT: Test car A with gas, oil and water, 4270 
Ibs. (55% front, 45% rear.) Test car A weight/bhp 
ratio 15.8:1. Test car B with gas, oil and water, 4150 





FUEL CONSUMPTION 
AT STEADY SPEEDS 


‘MPG 


CAR A 


CAR B 








12 
18 30 45 60 75 


Ibs. (54% front, 46% rear.) Test car B weight/bhp 
ratio 15.4:1. 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122.0 in., overall length 
206.8 in., overall height 60.1 in., overall width 
75.2 in., front tread 59.0 in., rear tread 59.4 in., 
rear overhang 49.4 in. 

TIRES: 8.00x14 tubeless. 

PRICES (including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight): CHIEFTAIN two-door sedan 
$2463, four-door sedan $2527, two-door hardtop 
$2529, four-door hardtop $2614, two-door station 
wagon $2841, four-door station wagon $2898. 
SUPER CHIEF four-door sedan $2664, two-door hard- 
top $2735, four-door hardtop $2793, four-door sta- 
tion wagon $3021. STAR CHIEF four-door deluxe 
sedan $2839, four-door custom sedan $2896, two- 
door hardtop $2901, four-door hardtop $2975, con- 
vertible $3105, two-door Safari station wagon $3481. 
ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $231, power steering 
$108, power brakes $39, eight-way power seat $97, 
six-way manual seat $41, power windows $102, radios 
$99 and $125, heater and defroster $91, air condi- 
tioning $431, dual exhausts $24, tinted glass $34. 
























(227-bhp engine) 


Read 31 at true 30, 47 at 45, | 
63 at 60, 79 at 75 


From Standing Start 

0-30 mph 4.0 0-60 mph 11.4 i 
Quarter-mile 18.1 and 76 mph ! 
Passing Speeds i 
30-50 mph 5.1 50-80 mph 13.7 i 


Using Mobilgas § 
Steady Speeds 

20.2 mpg @ 30 
16.2 mpg @ 60 
Stop-and-Go Driving 
12.1 mpg tank average 


18.8 mpg @ 45 
12.6 mpg @ 75 


7 Bam A, 
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Make Your Engine 
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If you have tried 
everything else, or 
if yowre shy about 
customizing, then this 
article is for you 











by Jeff Cooper 





BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED automobile is a joy to 
behold. In our motorized civilization the cleanliness of 
your car is sometimes equivalent to the condition of the clothes 
you wear. A man who drives a dirty or neglected car may, un- 
fortunately, be grouped with the man who comes to work with 
soup stains all over his shirt front. 

As it reflects its owner’s personality, there is no need fora ff 
car to remain a perfectly standard item in appearance. Thus it ff 
has become quite common for cars which are prized by their 
owners to blossom out in various garbs which are not much 
like what you find on the showroom floor. 

Now, the outside skin of a car is often weli cared for, and 
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the upholstery and floors also, if somewhat less frequently; but usu 
the heart of a car, its engine, is hardly ever considered to be Th 
worthy of beautification. This is a mistake. A good engine is not per 
only an esthetically handsome object in its own right. It is eng 
more easily maintained in good condition, and much simpler sim 
to keep clean, if it is properly dressed up. bur 

This is a startling prospect to many a car owner. The idea eng 
of a beautiful engine may suggest to him only some sort of cut- abc 
away model he saw at the auto show. But just because an engine hot 
is a real, working unit is no reason for it to be ugly. We left pat 
this concept behind back in the early days of the Industrial tha 
Revolution. rs. 

However, engines are not at present installed in our cars nut 
with any idea that they may be objects of beauty. Their materials, 
surfaces and general finish are determined by considerations of to 
economy, and can only be described as crude. Getting your own ins’ 
engine into “concours” condition is therefore a fairly large job. dey 
Whether you want to undertake it depends on many things, but ; 
one which always seems to intrude is expense. Here’s what we fini 


dug up in the way of cost estimates for engine beautification: 

The first thing you must do is get your engine clean. Steam 
is the answer, and a steam cleaning will run you $4 to $5, 
depending on where you have the work done and how big a job 
is involved. 

The walls of the “engine room” may be your first target. 
Painting all side surfaces a light, cool color will not only set 
off your engine when it’s installed but will make for future 
cleanliness by showing up dirt. You needn’t worry too much 
about high temperatures here, so just use body paint, selected 
to match your ultimate color scheme. This job is easy with the 
engine out, but impossible with it in, so undertake it only in 
conjunction with a fairly major overhaul. It should cost you 










' CHROMIUM PLATING is not the only way to brighten your 
? engine compartment. In contrast to the fully chromed $10 to $ 15. j , beh 
; accessories in the top photo, try polished brass, as shown below. The biggest single element of your engine is its block, 
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usually in unit with the crankcase and transmission housing. 
These parts are rough cast iron (unless you are driving a high 
performance car), and the best finish for them is heat-resistant 
engine enamel. If your’ engine is an Offenhauser, Ferrari, or 
similarly hand-crafted powerplant, it will probably be of 
burnished aluminum alloy and you can skip this part. If not, 
engine enamel comes in gray, green, red and blue, and costs 
about $1.35 a quart. Interesting contrasts of block, head, bell 
housing and intake manifold can be worked into this color 
pattern, but naturally they don’t need a heat-resistant paint for 
that last item, and your choice of color is therefore greater. 
_ Your head bolt nuts should be chromed, at about 25c per 
nut, to produce a handsome contrast with the head itself. 
Intake manifolds of polished aluminum are often preferred 
to painted ones, and lend an attractive touch to your finished 
installation. This work will cost you from $20 to $35, again 
depending on how big a job is involved and who does the work. 
Your exhaust manifolds are too hot for paint or any other 
finish except porcelain enamel or chrome, and chrome will take 


COPPER PLATING is another 
idea you might try and 

find attractive. It’s 

shown at left and 

also on the cover engine. 
True, copper will 

quickly tarnish unless 
polished and lacquered, 

but it is inexpensive. 

Gold plating, like that 

on the twin air cleaners 
below, will not be harmed 

in normal use. The aluminum 
horn at the bottom has been 
anodized a golden color, and 
the tips copper plated. To 

its left are two valve covers 
in chrome and polished 
aluminum for comparison. 
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THE COVER ENGINE, a Cad 
Eldorado, is gently lowered 
onto its mounts in an 

exotic and jewel-like space: 
the chromed and painted 
engine compartment of a 
Lincoln Continental Mark I. 


Make Your Engine 


continued from preceding page 

on that shimmering, oil-slick color scheme with use. This may 
be no drawback, as “hot chrome” is by no means ugly to every- 
one. Anyway, you have no choice unless you want to polish 
your exhaust manifolds every couple of days. Chromium plating 
your manifolds will cost about $25 for a good job. Porcelain 
enamel should not be confused with enamel paint. It is a glaze 
fired in a high-temperature oven, and has the surface appearance 
of fine chinaware. It’s available in any shade you may wish, and 
the job on a pair of V8 exhaust manifolds costs $25 to $30. 

Your carburetors, sticking up off your intake manifold, are 
easy to doll up. They don’t get hot, so they may be chromium 
plated. However, on a majority of domestic machinery the air 
cleaner pretty well hides the carbs. The usual finish for this 
“bathtub” is chrome, at $15 to $25 a throw, but cadmium plat- 
ing costs only half as much. Copper-tone paint costs only $2.10 
a quart and gives a sharp and unusual effect, especially if the 
finish is continued with other prominent parts, such as belt 
pulleys, generator covers, valve covers, battery brackets, fan, 
and so on. 

Valve covers are usually “tin,” though on the fancier cars 
they may be cast aluminum. The sheet metal variety look well 
chromed, but again cadmium costs only half as much. They take 
paint well too, as they don’t usually get too close to hot parts. 
Chroming them costs about $6 per lid, but if you just happen 
to own the cast aluminum variety, anodizing is the word. This 
process, about 4 as expensive as chromium plating, is similar 
to the “bluing” of a firearm except that it can produce almost 
any color desired. Those aluminum highball glasses you see in 
gift shops are anodized, as are the receivers of the new Brown- 
ing shotguns. The process applies to all aluminum and mag- 
nesium alloys, and with imagination can be worked up into 
some very tasteful assemblies. “Colorchrome” like this—not 
chrome at all, of course—will scon appear on Detroit cars. Want 
to beat the gun? 

Radiator hoses take paint fairly well, and the radiator itself 
can harmonize with the whole picture. Aerosol paint “bombs” 
are a cinch to use and run about $1.75 a can. One can will coat 
most of your “cold-running” accessories, and new coats are easy 
to apply as needed. 

Your wiring is next up for treatment. Red or clear-coat wir- 
ing is much sharper on your plug leads than the customary 
dingy black. Chromed looms avoid that spaghetti dinner effect 
between distributor or magneto and plugs. Looms run $4.25 
a pair (if you are running either a V-type engine or a four with 
twin ignition). If you’ve got a twin-fired V, of course, you'll 
need two pairs. They come in various sizes and shapes. 

Your last refinement is the finish of your piping and linkage. 
Fuel lines are usually of plain copper, which will take a fine 
polish but tarnishes at once. These lines should be plated or 
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painted, preferably the latter as they are flexible. Proximity to 
hot spots may require engine enamel. It seems only common 
sense to keep the fuel lines away from the exhaust manifold, 
but some of these assembly line engineers will commit any sort 
of mechanical atrocity to save a production cost of 25c per car! 

Throttle linkage is best plated, at around $10 for a complete 
chrome job and $5 for cadmium. This is also true of fuel pumps 
and crankcase oil breathers, though the latter will take paint 
as well. 

Many standard surface parts, such as valve, battery, generator 
and air cleaner covers may be purchased already plated. If you’re 
building an engine from the ground up, they are cheaper than 
buying and plating parts on your own. However, if your engine 
already has most of its necessities, you'll naturally want to use 
what you've got. 

In a complete doll-up program, try to visualize the finished 
assembly, and shoot for a harmonious blending of colors and 
surfaces so that you don’t get a kaleidoscopic effect that looks 
even “busier” than the assembly-line product. Strive to em- 
phasize the important masses, such as block, head, and manifolds; 
and play down large but extraneous items such as the battery, 
radiator, and pumps. One little touch that many appreciate is 
the emphasis, by sharp color contrast or fluorescent paint, of 
small, out-of-the-way necessities like the oil dip stick and the 
water petcocks. Making these things easy to find is a practical 
as well as decorative stunt. 

Having set your engine up as a piece of ultra-modern art, 
you'll find that it is not only much easier to keep clean, but 
that you have a much greater desire to keep it clean. A battery 
of several different brushes, and a supply of any good cleaner, 
such as Gunk or Flush-off, will make the job easy. 

Your only problem now is a great reluctance to close the 
hood. Maybe a new Plexiglas one is the only way out! 
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MAGNIFICENT Lincoln Continental’s Eldorado engine 
isplays riot of metallic finishes. Above left, air cleaner 
manifold is golden bronze; top radiator tank, 

polished brass. Above right, chromed water injector 
being installed in cradle. Right, ignition coils 

mounted on face of gleaming white tool boxes. 

Below, baked enamel exhaust manifold contrasts 

with its unfinished counterpart. 


ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OF 
THIS CAR ON PAGES 42 AND 43 














EADING for a California vacation, a carefree 

New Jersey couple and their young daughter 
were cruising along U.S. 66 in Arizona when they 
passed a series of crude signs that advertised, “Free 
Zoo Ahead—Welcome.” 

At his daughter’s plea, the father stopped at the 
menagerie. A number of cars stood outside and the 
place looked well patronized. As they entered, the 
mother and youngster were steered to a dusty col- 
lection of half-dead snakes and lizards. The zoo 
keeper, a bewhiskered old character, kept motioning 
the father to a small board shack at the rear. 

Inside there were several men standing at a table 
where a sleepy Indian was playing the old shell game. 


TG ETNA 






* Yes, it’s still going on in 
1957. Watch out for its many 
aliases when you go traveling 







by Aaron Norman 
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The bettors, all of whom looked like tourists, consistently out- 
guessed the Indian. And the zoo keeper seemed disturbed as 
the customers pocketed more and more house money. The father 
decided to take a chance—just one. 

An hour later, the New Jersey car crawled slowly down the 
road. The husband’s face was masked with despair. He had yet 
to confess that he had been relieved of $625—the nest egg he 
had saved to finance his family’s stay in California. 

The cars parked outside were dummies. The other “tourists” 
in the gambling hut were partners or employees of the zoo— 
a gang of confidence artists operating similar enterprises through- 
out the area. Thousands of unwary motorists have been mulcted 
by the free-zoo racket in tourist-attracting states, notably 
Georgia, Alabama, North and South Carolina, Louisiana, Texas, 
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Arizona, New Mexico, California. They show up elsewhere, too. 

All free zoos are obviously not phonies. Some are honest at- 
tractions, operated by roadside restaurants and service stations to 
increase business. But the dishonest tourist traps—such as the 
one that victimized this family—are part of a nation-wide 
picture of mushrooming soak-the-stranger rackets which infest 
America’s highways. Zoo swindlers alone took upwards of a 
million dollars from gullible highway travelers last year. There 
are between 20 and 25 mobs working along the most-used 
highways every season, according to the American Automobile 
Association. 

Some tourists have even been threatened with murder if they 
report the racket to state authorities. Local officials are usually 
paid off to avoid any police retribution, compounding the crime. 














The AAA also reports that virtually 100 per cent of the 
suckers are from out of state. As vicious as this swindle is, 
however, it is by no means the worst of current soak-the- 
stranger practices. Highway piracy is often condoned and en- 
couraged by profiteering teams of police and justices in some 
sections of the country. 

Statistics indicate that 95 per cent of the drivers arrested 
on important highways are non-residents of the state in which 
they are ticketed. Another AAA report goes further when it 
says there is a “studied, sustained and deliberate attempt to 
discriminate against out-of-state motorists.” 

The auto club also points out that in certain areas, particu- 
larly the South, the purpose of law enforcement seems to be 
to bring in revenue rather than to promote highway safety. 
Out-of-state cars are repeatedly picked out of long lines of local 
vehicles and charged with some minor violation. 

Usually the driver is given an alternative of pleading guilty 
and paying the fine on the spot—or posting a bond for appear- 
ance at a trial many days later. Since the victim is generally 
enroute to some distant point, he has no choice but to hand 
over the arbitrary and unreasonable fine. If he protests and 
demands his rights, he meets with discourteous and abusive 
treatment. 

The amount of the bond is always considerably more than 
the fine. It is the hope of mercenary officials that the driver 
will put up the bond, then forfeit it by being unable to return 
at the inconvenient time of the trial. 

One indignant motorist recently reported to the AAA that 
he was booked for speeding in Webster County, Ky., while 
driving along the open road at a speed well within the law. 
When he asked the constable if he was a state or local police 
officer, he was struck on the head with a pistol butt. The driver 
was eventually fined $25.50 on a speeding charge, plus $16.50 
for “breach of the peace.” 

A woman driver complained to the AAA recently that she 
was arrested for speeding on U.S. Route 41 near Marietta, Ga. 
While her husband called a bondsman, she went out to sit in 
her car. The sheriff followed, dragged her out of the auto and 
tossed her to the ground. When she reported the matter to 
her husband she was thrown in a cell. 

When a Michigan motorist was charged with passing in a 
no-passing zone near the town of Slaughters, Ky., the justice 
asked for a plea of guilty or not guilty. The flabbergasted 
driver, who had not known the charge against him until he 
stepped before the bench, explained that he did pass a lumber- 
ing farm truck on the straightaway where there were no 
warning signs visible. 

“You mean you want to plead not guilty?” asked the judge. 
“Your trial will be next Friday at 10:00 A.M. I'll have to 
collect a $50 bond for your appearance in court.” 

The driver could not possibly wait over five days, nor could 
he come back. He had to plead guilty. Then his wife asked, 
politely, where the no-passing signs were located. 

The judge regarded her sternly. “I fine you $10,” he said, 
“for contempt of court.” She explained that she was just trying 
to establish where the alleged violation took place. The judge 
responded: “That will be $20—just keep talking.” 

She argued that this was unfair, whereupon the justice raised 
the ante to $30. Shaking with rage, the husband agreed to pay 
the fines, but insisted on a detailed receipt which, he said, he 
intended to send with a letter of explanation to the governor 
of Kentucky. Somewhat subdued, the judge dismissed the con- 
tempt charges.The motorist paid a $19.50 fine—$3 and $16.50 
court costs. 

This hapless tourist was only one of hundreds of out-of-state 
drivers ensnared in this trap. Actually, there are no signs posted 
along this stretch of highway. There are the faint remnants of 
a yellow center line, however, that has been worn away by 
millions of auto tires and years of oil drippings. Local drivers 
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Is it just a happy slip of the pencil? 


AS* SOMEONE (or yourself) why a cer- 
No, says this gifted young designer, 


tain car is beautiful. After thinking for 


a few moments he'll probably shrug his 
shoulders and say, “I don't know, it just is.” 
Picking the best-iooking car is different from 
picking the best performing or most economi- 
cal one. 

We can measure acceleration, for example, 
with formulas and instruments. But beauty is 
relative. It depends on our taste. And what is 
taste? We might call it a set of individual and 
personal values formed by all of our previous 
experiences. The development of our taste is 
keyed to our environment, due to our constant 
contact with it. 

We accept the sky or a lake as truly beauti- 
ful and it becomes a standard. Each object in 
nature has grown to suit its environment in 
certain ways that result from its function. Its 
form is dictated by the requirements it must 
meet to function properly. To be beautiful, an 
automobile must also have this relation to its 
environment so that it ‘harmonizes with it and 
appears natural. Again the Greeks have given 
us a word for it—esthetics. It’s the science of 
deducing from nature and taste the rules and 
principles of art. 

Because of the subconscious nature of taste, we usually don’t 
know why a particular car is beautiful. In order to understand 


why one car is beautiful and another is not, we have to under- 


stand what can give a car a functional appearance. 

Though individuals vary, there are basic components of design 
that appeal universally. Most minds naturally react favorably 
te good lines, form, and proportion. But, alone they don’t make 
good design. Instead, they are tools of good design. A house 
may have each of the qualities mentioned and be very beau- 
tiful, but the same combination of them won't work in a car. 
There must be something else. That something was part of 
the classic automobile and rarely has appeared since—function. 

In an automobile, functional design is the combination of 
lines, form and proportion that says, “automobile,” not boat 
or airplane or house. Strangely, function in design began to 
disappear with the advent of the styling studio. 

GM started the styling studio, as we know it today, in 1927. 
Artists of all kinds, mostly architects and illustrators, were 
employed to add “sex and saleability” to the automobile. They 
often tried unsuccessfully to express function by adding chrome 
or exciting shapes to a rather plain body. (Remember the 
peculiar groove that ran across the front door on the °37 
Chevy?) In most U.S. cars, some pretty dull designs resulted 
and have carried over into the superficial designs existing today, 
particularly at GM and-Ford. The automobile was no longer 
being conceived as a complete design, but was approaching 
what has been called “the gradual death by elephantiasis of any 
remains of elegance.” 

Once in a while an overwhelming car appeared with some 
indefinable “extra,” and became a classic design—the '36 Cord, 
40 Lincoln Continental, 53 Studebaker coupe, or 55 Chrysler 
300. Yet many people didn’t know why these designs were 
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story and drawings by Del Coates 





good. It wasn’t excellent 

proportion, or lines, or form 

alone. Each of these components 

had been arranged effectively to create 

a functional beauty. These cars had been 

“type casted” to the role of “automobile.” They 

were modern versions of the classics. But back in the 

Twenties and Thirties cars were simpler to understand 

because of the logical arrangement of their components. The 

long, high hood, the big wire wheels, the massive frame of the 

SJ Duesenberg fairly shouted, “Here’s 320 horses rarin’ to go!” 
Basically, the function of the automobile is to transport 

people, under its own power; from point A to point B. It does 

this, not necessarily in a straight line, but at the direction of 

the driver. It is a maneuverable container of people—an object 

ot self-propelled motion. It does its job by means of four wheels, 

a forward powerplant driving the rear ones. The two front 

wheels turn. These facts are expressed in functional design. 
This functional look may be obtained by drawing attention 

to each of the car's essential components and suggesting their 

functions, as the Duesenberg’s designers did. Or it may be done 

by portraying the products of the functioning components, such 








as acceleration or speed. During the classic era a 
powerful engine had to be large, so the long, high 
hood covering it became associated with that power. 
It drew attention to the function of the engine. Today 
engines are smaller and 320 horsepower can be con- 
cealed almost anywhere. This, combined with the 
demand for more passenger space and a relatively 
shorter wheelbase, has made a long hood unnecessary 
and impractical. So, the later examples of functional 
design have had to employ the abstract qualities like 
acceleration and speed. 

The wedge is the form that seems to move through 
space with the greatest ease. Our eye automatically 
moves in the direction of the apex. Chrysler used 
these principles effectively in designing the ‘56 line 
and did even better this year. They are most 
graphically shown in the DeSoto. (See drawing be- 
low.) The body retains a wedge character from the 
small frontal area and the high fins in the rear. The STROBOSCOPIC EFFECT of vertical line 
chrome and paint scheme on the sides add accelera- changing to a horizontal line (top) becomes 
tion and speed. They do this by a transition from a outline of familiar Chrysler Corp. wedge. 
vertical line, which does not suggest motion, to a 





DESOTO demonstrates the wedge’s two 
outstanding optical tricks: an effect of 
acceleration (front arrow) and one of 
increased traction at the rear wheels. 


a re 





horizontal line, which does. They 

also add apparent weight to che rear 

wheels, giving the impression of traction. Full 

wheel openings, accented by flanges around them, 

suggest agility. The designer has paid attention to 

every detail of line, form, and proportion so that each por- 

trays some significant function. Through its frank simplicity it 

is exciting. The Chrysler and Imperial strike more elegant notes 

through subtle variations of the same principles. 

The Lincoln (small drawing opposite) effectively catches the essence of speed with 

an almost complete use of horizontal line and form. The fins give a suggestion of the 

wedge and prevent the side from becoming too monotonous. Although it appears to 

be traveling at great speed, the car's large overhang and the obscured wheels distract 
by giving an unstable appearance. 
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NLESS A MAJOR UPSET takes place, Chrysler’s 
300-C is almost certain to retain its stock car racing 
crown, because this job’s really loaded. If it were named Jim 
Dandy instead of 300-C, it could be the inspiration for a 
whole series of popular songs. 

For close on three hours I drove this presently hottest of 
the hot crop of super cars. At least I drove one of the hand- 
ful that were available at press time. There’s a hotter 300-C 
on the way that will have shown its mettle at Daytona by 
the time you read this—more on that job later. 

Cubic inches, pure and simple, are the most direct route 
to super performance. For 1957, the 300-C is up in dis- 
placement from last year’s 354 to 392 by means of both 
greater bore and stroke—from 3.94 by 3.63 to 4.00 by 3.90. 
The standard heads of the 300-C have a compression ratio 
of 9.25 to 1, hemispherical chambers as previously, and in- 
duction is by means of dual four-throat carburetors. Basi- 
cally the engine is that used in the New Yorkers and Im- 
perials—as far as the block goes. But the valves are actuated 
by mechanical lifters instead of hydraulic ones, and both 
intake and exhaust valves get a higher lift with a warmer 
camshaft that is hardened beyond that used in the New 
Yorker and Imperial cars. The material used and the overall 
stem length and valve head diameter are the same as in 
the regular line. For the sake of further comparison the 
valves of the standard 300-C engine lift .444-inch intake 
and .435-inch exhaust respectively—those of the New 
Yorker lift .389 inch in each case. 

Double valve springs are used, the exhaust valve seat in- 
serts are of a special iron alloy and the crankshaft is given 


Fantastic ts the best word for Chrysler’s hot rod 


Chrysier 300-C 
Drivescription 











a special hardening treatment. Rod and main bearings are 
tri-metal (babbitt on copper-lead alloy) instead of the 
usual babbitt on steel, and the top piston rings, instead of 
being tin plated, are chromed. 

These modifications over and above the basic 392-cubic- - 
inch Firepower engine yield a rated output of 375 horse- 
power at 5200 rpm compared to the 325 bhp at 4600 rpm a 
of the more docile series. Torque output is 420 pounds-feet 
at 4000 rpm; the 325-horse job develops 10 pounds-feet 
more torque but at 1200 fewer rpm. 

Mentioned above is the advent of an even hotter 300-C “ 
engine. It seems safe to assume that Chrysler yearns to be 
able, along with Chevy, to say that it too has an engine that 
develops one brake horsepower per cubic inch—so an op- 
tional camshaft that lifts intake valves .446 inch and the 
exhaust valves to .447 inch will no doubt do the trick when 
used in combination with the also-optional heads that give 
a 10.0 to 1 compression ratio. This racing package will 
probably cause something akin to stuttering when idling, 








DISTINCTIVE GRILLE, dual headlights, and the wide 
brake-cooling air scoops identify the hot Chrysler 300-C. 

















but since the 300-C when so equipped will probably 
be chiefly used for high-speed work, no one is going 
to worry about the rougher idling. No ratings have 
been put forth for this packed mill, but I have it on 
pretty good authority that it will be called out some- 
where between 390 and 400 bhp. A limited-slip 
differential will also be available as an extra-cost item. 

The three-speed, button-operated TorqueFlite 
transmission is standard equipment with a 3.36 to 1 
rear-axle ratio. A heartening option for enthusiasts 
will be a manually shifted gear box, and for those 
who have varying ideas about the amount of dig 
and/or speed they wish, there will be about a dozen 
rear-axle options ranging from a 2.92 to 1 ratio on up 
the ladder to 6.17 to 1. 

Back under the hood, again, the 300-C has another 
standard goodie for "57—a new fan drive (called 
“SilentFlite” ) which automatically cuts out this power- 
wasting windmill whenever engine revs top the 2500- 
rpm mark. 

Externally, the 300-C again has much to offer in 
cleanness of line with very little non-functional em- 
bellishment. The grille is distinctive—showing a 
relationship to recent Chrysler dream cars—and the 
hood is peaked. Dual headlights are standard, as are 
back-up lights. There’s a new red-white-and-blue cir- 
cular medallion on a single narrow strip of chrome 
just aft of the rear wheel opening (opposite page ). 

Something we hope to see more of in the near 
future is the needed attention to the cooling of brakes 
on high-performance cars—air scoops beneath the 
headlights which funnel air onto the front brake 
drums. The brakes are the total-contact type intro- 
duced by Chrysler last year and, in spite of the small- 
er 14-inch wheels, have a total effective lining area of 
251 square inches. 

Roadability is much improved by means of the 
torsional front suspension used across the board this 
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CAPACIOUS DISPLACEMENT of 392 cubic inches produces 
375 horsepower from the stock 300-C engine above. 







COCKPIT CONTROLS are within easy reach of the driver. 
Greatest fault is omission of an rpm-indicating tach ter. 
















































WELL-FILLED engine compartment is inspected by Chrysler's 
John M. Murray, Jr., and Joe Wherry, right, with particular 
interest accorded to the unique separate dual air cleaners, 

one for each of the two standard four-barrel carburetors. 


by Joe H. Wherry 
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CUSTOMIZED Lincoln Continental was our subject last 

month, and we posed the question of whether that par- 
ticular car was a classic. We generally covered the subject of the 
Lincoln Continental Mark I and its relationship to the classic 
car field. With Continentals increasing in popularity, it was 
interesting and a pleasure to drive one which remained stock in 
appearance but which was modified in an effort to make a Mark I 
as modern in performance and construction as any American 
car built today. 

The subject car is a 1946 Lincoln Continental convertible, 
which was purchased in 1953 by Walter H. Smartt, M. D., at a 
cost of $1850. Dr. Smartt drove the car for a year in its original 
condition, but the V-12 engine was tired, maintenance costs were 
high, and the oil fumes 
were a nuisance. He 
took the car to George 
Hurst of Abington, Pa. 
Originally the doctor 
wanted only the engine 
replaced with a late 
model V8, and because 
Hurst had the reputa- 
tion of being one of the 
country’s brightest en- 
gine swappers, he was 
given the job. Work 
started in June of 1954 
and quickly snowballed until the entire automobile, excepting 
only the body, had been customized, modified and modernized. 
Owner and builder agreed (both feeling pronounced affection 
for the Lincoln Continental ) that their finished product should 
be original in appearance, yet changed so that it was mechani- 
cally equal in every respect to any modern car. In short, the 
finished product was to be an example of what the owner and 
builder thought the Mark II, then a secret of the Ford Motor Co., 
should be. 

A careful computation of time and expense was not kept by 
Dr. Smartt, but he estimates that if he were obliged to build the 
car again and pay current labor charges, the resultant product 
would represent an investment of more than $20,000. 

Perhaps the most interesting fact about Dr. Smartt’s Con- 
tinental is that all changes were made with components from 
modern automobiles. The 56 Cadillac Eldorado engine is mated 
to a 1951 Lincoln transmission with overdrive. The Lincoln gear 
box was chosen because it is the heaviest and sturdiest unit with 
overdrive ever manufactured. Lincoln U-joints ('49-'51), drive 
shaft, differential (4.27 to 1), and brakes were also installed. 
Three complete transmissions and two complete rear ends were 
bought from wrecking yards to obtain the needed parts. Any- 
thing showing any wear at all was discarded, and as a result it 
was necessary to purchase some new parts. The stock front end 















BUILDER AND OWNER, George Hurst (left) and Dr. 
Walter Smartt, can’t seem to be modest about the car! 
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suspension system was retained and has proven very satisfactory, 
since the Cadillac engine was installed farther back than the 
original engine—to be exact, the center of the Cadillac engine is 
five inches aft of the center of the V-12 engine. A ’49 Olds- 
mobile radiator was installed 10 inches aft of the original radi- 
ator mounting. This relocation of parts results in 2670 pounds 
of weight on the rear wheels and 2640 pounds of weight on the 
front wheels, so the perfect 50/50 weight distribution is nearly 
realized. 

The single transverse spring was retained in the rear suspen- 
sion system and the open drive shaft was also retained. New 
radius rods were made out of steel and modified so they connect 
the rear axle to, the center of the frame crossmember. The new 
units were heat treated and chromed. Jaguar coupe shock ab- 
sorbers were installed in the rear; the front shocks are stock. 

Parts from more than thirty different makes and models found 
their way into the car. The heater is from a Hudson, the fan belt 
from Studebaker, fan and window lifts from Cadillac, fan shroud 
from Buick, wheel bearjngs and backing plates from Lincoln. In 
short, almost every moving part in the car is composed of a stock 
unit from another car. 

A 12-volt electrical system was installed and all instruments 
and the radio rewired to operate on the increased voltage. All 
engine accessories are ‘56 Cadillac with the exception of a Kong 
dual-coil ignition system. A water injector unit was installed, and 
a traction bar at the rear stabilizes the ride. The overdrive shift 
speed was changed so that the engine could turn over faster. The 
overdrive unit comes into operation at exactly 35 miles per hour. 

The fresh-air system is ingenious. Fresh air is inducted from 
the lower grille. It is carried through large tubes mounted out- 
side the engine compartment so the air is not heated. Hot air is 
directed into a Hudson core which is extremely effective. A trap 
was also installed, its function being to separate any rain water 
from the air. 

The fire wall and cockpit were sealed off by replacing all 
rubber stripping and grommets. Every bit of rubber in the auto- 
mobile is new, and insulation is much better than the original. 
Tool boxes were built in under the hood and individual compart- 
ments with hinged covers take the two 6-volt batteries. 

The major problem confronting everyone who seeks to install 
a different-make engine in a Lincoln is that of relocating the 
steering gear box. The Smartt-Hurst Lincoln is so well engineered 
that no steering gear alterations were made at all. In fact, the 
original mounting holes were used—an almost unheard-of feat: 
From an appearance standpoint the car is beautiful and ab- 
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CLASSIC 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 
Classic Car Editor 





solutely stock in appearance, except for the installation of external 
windshield washer nozzles, tinted glass, and a top which is 
lowered approximately 114 inches. The interior is genuine hand- 
finished leather. Interior upholstering alone cost $2000. The 
top is made of white orlon, each bow has been refinished and 
new 12-volt actuating cylinders were installed. All bright work 
was completely rechromed. In some instances Dr. Smartt pur- 
chased brand-new parts and, being dissatisfied with factory 
chroming, replated the new parts prior to installation. Even 
screwheads have been replated. The paint is black lacquer. All 
this meticulous work resulted in a first-place award at a Lincoln 
Continental Owners’ Club meeting, in the converted engine 
classification. 

Before I drove the car, Hurst stated that it would handle better 
than any American factory-produced vehicle. With anticipation 
I slid behind the steering wheel and noted that the new air and 
heater system are connected to the old controls and that the in- 
strument panel was absolutely stock in appearance. Special arm 
rests were particularly comfortable and I instantly felt that I was 
in a luxurious prestige automobile. The seats are more comfort- 
able than standard seats and in answer to my question why, Dr. 


TOTALLY REBUILT, car is far better than new. 


ADDITIONAL PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 35 


COMMENTS 





2 


¥ 


HARMONIOUS RESTYLING combines dark red and white 
leather with Mark Il-type door panel tufting, new arm rests. 





transverse 
rear spring 


Smartt informed me that all springs had been retied and foam 
rubber added prior to recovering. 

The handsome temperature, oil, ampere, and fuel gauges were 
all refinished, as were the speedometer and clock. You sit 
high in the Continental if you compare your position to 1957 
products, but you are seated low if you compare it to the classics. 


continued on next page 































PHOTOS BY BOB D'OLIVO 





continued from preceding page 


Mechanical operation is standard. All con- 
trols operate with ease. The car shifts easily 
and you feel a tremendous surge of power 
developed by the Cadillac engine. Steering 
is stiff—much stiffer than original, almost 
too hard for comfortable driving. On wind- 
ing roads it comes into its own. No heel- 
over is evident in fast turns; the car is 
extremely roadable and compares favorably 
with a stock Jaguar roadster. 

Braking is so easy it feels like a power 
brake system, but it is not. The car gets 
16 miles to a gallon of gas and accelerates 
with all but the fastest contemporary 
American cars. No high-speed runs were 
attempted. Most noteworthy was the sports- 
car ride, authentic even to the slight chop- 
piness. No American production car 
compares with its sports-car handling 
characteristics though it must be conceded 
that many rides are smoother and that ad- 
ditional work may be in order to ease the 
excessive amount of steering pressure. 

Smartt and Hurst have succeeded in de- 
veloping a fine product designed to per- 
petuate the Mark I and to be an example 
of their thinking along the lines of the 
Mark II. They had lots of fun working day 
and night on their project and their close 
association developed a long, lasting 
friendship. It is difficult, indeed impossible, 
to write anything derogatory about the car 
from a classic standpoint because it ap- 
proaches perfection. From an experimental 
standpoint much was learned. Dr. Smartt 
also learned something: under the guid- 
ance of others he became an expert body 
and fender man while working on his 
Continental! —R.J.G. 





MAJESTIC 1938 Packard Twelve was forerunner of later cars with tinted glass. 
Coachbuilder Brunn inserted a dark green glass panel above each high, narrow half 
of V windshield. Car was called a cabriolet because of fabric top with convertible 

rear quarter. Interior hardware was silver over bronze; cushions were 

stuffed with eiderdown. Three-ton monster cost $9600 new, was basically a stock 
V-12 of 175 horsepower, 139-inch wheelbase, 220-inch overall length, 
473-cubic-inch displacement. Lucky owner: Albert E. G. Sellers, Radnor, Pa. 


Q. LINCOLN 12 CUTS OUT. What would 
cause a 1937 Lincoln 12-cylinder engine to 
cut out at speeds above 50 miles an hour? 
What happens is that the car suddenly loses 
power, no cylinders fire for about a half a 
block, then the engine picks up for a few 
blocks, then the same thing happens again. 
Richard Lytle, Minneapolis, Minn. 


A. Replace the fuel pump or the fuel pump 
diaphragm. The carburetor is starving for 
gas. This is a common fault of your particu- 
lar car, which results when the fuel pump 
loses efficiency. I am sure that if you check 
your fuel pump output pressure you will find 
it considerably below that recommended by 
the factory. 





MERCURY 
ROAD TEST 


continued from page 24 

due to carburetion and camshaft modifica- 
tions plus a higher compression ratio: 
9.75 to 1. Complete data on both engines 
are on page 25. The optional ‘Turnpike 
Cruiser” engine with 368 cubic inches is 
also available 


(at extra cost) with two 
four-barrel carburetors and 335 horse- 
power (see page 17). 


The engine compartment is pretty well 
stuffed with power accessory equipment 
and intriguing gimmicks. Some of these 
are big power consumers, especially the air- 
conditioning compressor. Aside from its 
weight (190 pounds), the complete A/C 
system was notable for its low efficiency. 
Turned on full blast, it took a good deal 
of time to make itself felt. With outside 
temperatures in the low 80s, inside tem- 
peratures rose several degrees higher due 
to solar radiation through the large win- 
dow area, even with the A/C on and the 
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vent windows open. It seems obvious that 
this particular installation was defective, 
for the design capacity is quite generous. 

The fan has been a power waster for 
years, and Mercury is first to do some- 
thing about it. The optional free-wheeler 





operates only at low speeds once the en- 
gine warms, with a saving of approximate- 
ly 17 horsepower at 3800 engine rpm! 
Curiously, it comes only on the smaller 
engine (as an optional accessory ). 


Performance Facts 


Test results shown on page 25 pretty 
much tell the story. This year, Mercury is 
not a hot car, but it is lively enough for 
most drivers. Although horsepower has 
gone up from 225 bhp in '56, weight has 
also gone up considerably. It is interest- 
ing that the 290-bhp engine gave much 


better fuel economy as well as better per- 
formance. This is best explained by the 
fact that this engine doesn’t work as hard 
as the smaller one. Even considering that 
the smaller-engined car had air condition- 
ing, the fuel economy was not good. The 
figures in the performance table were 
taken with all accessories turned off. You 
should subtract about 1.4 mpg when all 
the gadgets are operating. 


Workmanship in Assembly 


Body panel and trim fit was about aver- 
age, but the finish left something to be 
desired. The left front and right rear 
quarter-panels had a series of gently un- 
dulating ripples in them, and the paint 
had a grapefruit-peel texture. File and 
grinder marks were visible on closer scru- 
tiny. As in past years, assembly is not what 
it might be at Mercury. But Mercury's 
reputation for reliability is hard to beat. 

Early production bodies are frequently 
not as well assembled as those built after 
the production line really starts rolling. 

The trunk compartment is large and at- 
tractively lined, but here, too, is room for 
improvement. A nine-inch sill makes load- 
ing and unloading more of a chore than 
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Q. HISPANO-SUIZA. Have located a 
(circa) 1930 Hispano-Suiza chassis, in good 
condition. There is no body on the car. Have 
you any information on where a good bod 
could be obtained? Ronald A. Rasband, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 
A. Unless you are the luckiest man alive, I 
doubt if you will ever find a body for a 
Hisso. The Hispano-Suiza is one of the rar- 
est classics in existence. Very few were im- 
ported into the country. They were so ex- 
pensive and dependable that most of the 
cars that were brought in are still in good 
condition and in the hands of collectors. 

Try advertising for a body. But again, 
your chances of finding one are practically 
nil. Many collectors have built bodies by 





hand for a particular chassis but this is a 
time-consuming and expensive project and | 
the cars seldom look original. Your best bet | 
is to build up a raceabout equipped with | 
bucket seats and other accessories sold dur- | 
ing the early Thirties. A well-built raceabout is | 
often worth almost as much as an original | 
car. 


Q. CLASSIC FOR $200? Can a good clas- | 
sic be purchased for approximately $200? 
Walter Reed, Macon, Ga. 

A. Not unless the seller doesn’t know what 
he has. By use of the word “good,” I assume | 
you mean a true classic in operating condi- 
tion. A true classic in very bad condition 
might be found for $200. A semi-classic or 
special interest car in good condition can us- 
ually be found in this price range. By “true” 
classic I refer to Cord, Duesenberg, Marmon 
16, Mercedes, etc. Any car in the true classic | 
category would probably be worth $200 as a 
parts car, regardless of condition. Unless you 
have a collection of cars, you are better off 
with a special interest car in good condition 
than with a classic in bad condition. 





it need be, and the low position of the 
open deck lid doesn’t help. The spare is 
in a fairly good location for the average 
and larger driver, but a small man or a 
woman would have some difficuty getting 
it out. 

Doors of these particular cars (including 
the trunk lids) were hard to shut, requir- 
ing hefty slamming. Weather sealing was 
not very good, there being gaps of 14-inch 
between the windows and rubber strips. 

The bumpers were becoming discolored 
by exhaust fumes as we concluded the test, | 






and the exhaust pipes themselves had bent 
while we were backing out of a driveway. 
We could have expected that with 57.4 
inches of rear overhang. That’s a lot of 
space going to waste except for occasional 
use. 

For the buyer who desires a comforta- 
ble, soft-riding and adequately quick auto- 





mobile, the Mercury fits the bill. —P.S. 





Law 


Renault’s budget car that beats them all! 





Take a closer look at the 
most exciting new 1957 car on the 
road. See the Paris-styled, rear-engine Dauphine 
now at your nearest Renault dealer’s. For all its 
sporty, continental look, you’ll discover the Dauphine is a 
roomy, five-passenger, four-door sedan, with plenty of luggage 
space under the front hood. Take the Dauphine out for a road trial, and 
discover a brand-new kind of driving — fantastically easy steering, 
effortless manoeuvering in traffic, painless parking, and you get up to 
43 miles on a gallon. Yes, the Dauphine is the economy 


car that’s every inch a princess! 
DAUPHINE SPECIFICATIONS 
And the price? Only $7595 ENGINE OVERMEAD VALVE 








Cooling Water Cooled 
FOB, NYC 
Cylinders 4 
Heater and Leather east saws 
Upholstery $50 extra. Stroke ies 
i. Displacement 845 ce 
Also at your Renault dealer's: Horsepower 32 BHP @ 4250 RPM 
RENAULT 4 CV 4-door, 4-passenger, rear-engine sedan. Compression Ratio 7.25:1 
Up to 50 miles on a gallon. SUSPENSION Independent on all 
$1345 FOB, NYC 4 wheels 





See and drive a rear-engine Renault — 
visit your nearest Renault dealer or write: 


RENAULT OF FRANCE 


Direct Factory Branch: 425 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
In Canada: 1427 Mountain St., Montreal 25, P. Q. 
los Angeles: West Coast Distributors, inc. 6030 Wilshire Boulevard 
MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1957 45 








PACKARD CLIPPER 


Drivescription 


continued from page 27 

suddenly mashing the accelerator pedal to 
the floor gave an immediate jump to 80 
mph in 10.3 seconds in the automatic- 
equipped wagon; the sedan with the stick 
showed up better at higher speeds with 
10.0 seconds. 

Down in the city traffic speed ranges 
where Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public vie 
with each other in the great traffic light 
gtand prix, the new Clipper will hop to 
a true 30 mph in 4.1 seconds with an 
automatic transmission and to 45 in an 
even 7.0 seconds. Stick-shift artists will 
make the same marks in 3.9 and 6.8 sec- 
onds respectively if they refrain from pop- 
ping the clutch too sprightly, especially in 
the sedan. 

As for top speed, either the wagon or 
the sedan will exceed 100 mph with ease. 
Less than a mile of straight track is avail- 
able becween the two sweeping curves on 
the South Bend proving ground, but, by 
coming out of the big curves at 80 mph, 
it was relatively simple to gun up over 
the century zone and still have plenty of 
time left to slow down before entering 
the next turn. 

The finned brake drums, introduced last 
year by Studebaker, incorporate a weather 
seal by means of a tongue and groove seal 
between the drum and backing plate. The 
effective lining area is a fraction over 195 
square inches. These are not the largest 
brakes for a car of the Clipper’s weight, 
but they are among the most effective. 
During more than an hour of acceleration 
tests on both Clippers tested, there was 
little noticeable fade even during the most 
severe and repeated braking from speeds 
up to 60 mph. 

The cornering ability of the new Clipper 
is good, although not exciting. There is 
considerable lean on hard corners (see 





IDENTITY is perhaps best preserved in the front seat, where 
Packard dials and high-cost trim join Studebaker controls. 


46 MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1957 


photo, page 27), but the driver is not as 
apt to notice this as are onlookers. Power 
steering, with 414 turns of the wheel from 
lock to lock, is standard and manual steer- 
ing is not specified at all. The Saginaw 
power unit is used, so there is still a fair 
amount of road feel left to the driver and 
some resistance as well. 

At this point we come to a suitable 
place to explain the “why” of the station 
wagon’s superior handling as compared to 
that of the sedan. In the first place the 
wagon’s wheelbase is 116.5 inches while 
that of the sedan is 120.5; maneuvering 
slowly, this difference is first evident in a 
shorter turning diameter: 39.5 feet as 
compared to the sedan’s 41. The overall 
length of the wagon is 204.8 inches; the 
sedan is just seven inches longer. Both body 
styles use the same independent coil front 
suspension at first glance, but only the 
sedan is equipped with the variable rate 
springs. In the rear the semi-elliptic springs 
are the same length on each car, but the 
sedan uses five leaves while the wagon has 
four main and two helper leaves for a 
softer ride under all load conditions. Here 
we find one of the few wagons that rides 
as well as the corresponding sedan. 

The shorter wheelbase of the wagon 
could account for slightly better handling, 
but the weight distribution really tells the 
tale. On the scales in the engineering shops 
at the proving ground the station wagon’'s 
front end weighed 2211 pounds and the 
rear 1771. In comparison the _lighter- 
weight sedan equipped with stick shift 
weighed in at 2227 pounds for the front 
and just 1598 pounds in the rear. With 
a weight/ power ratio of 14.48 pounds per 
bhp for the station wagon and 13.91 for 
the sedan (both at curb weight), it’s not 
difficult to understand why it’s so necessary 
to use the accelerator gingerly when taking 
off to prevent time-wasting wheel spin. 

Inside, powered front seat and windows 
are available. The dashboard is distinctive- 
ly Packard and features conventional push- 
pull and turn-type auxiliary controls in 
contrast to the Studebaker’s toggle switches. 
The speedometer is of the horizontal type 


On 


without trip odometer. The charge-dis- 
charge and oil pressure indicators are of 
the warning light variety and the fuel level 
indicator has the familiar needle marker. 

Transmission control pushbuttons are 
no more; the accelerator pedal and brake 
pedal are positioned as in the Studebaker 
—that is, a little farther apart than is cus- 
tomary, with about 314 inches space be- 
tween. The windshield is, of course, 
wrapped around; distortion at the sides is 
less than average. A happy item is the 
electrically operated wiper system. Gold- 
colored plating graces most of the interior 
hardware and standard equipment items 
include such things as clock, lighter, arm- 
rests on all four doors, built-in foot rests 
in the sedan’s rear compartment, dash- 
board padding, automatic trunk light and 
folding rear center armrest in the sedans, 
and a luxuriously thick floor carpet in both 
models. 

Interior space parallels that in the Stude- 
baker President Classic (the basic chassis 
of which is shared with the Clipper se- 
dan) and the upholstery of metallic “mat- 
lace” material is over thick foam rubber 
seat foundations. This marks the first year 
since ‘50 for a station wagon under the 
Packard name. 

Many will imagine themselves to be 
concerned because this car admittedly uses 
the same basic body shell as the less expen- 
sive Studebaker line. This should cause lit- 
tle concern, however, because the use of 
one body shell over two and even three 
different nameplates is an old Detroit 
habit, too. When the decision was made 
to bring Packard production to South 
Bend, the styling lads performed an ar- 
duous task in an incredibly short time 
the Packard-like grille and rear quarter 
panels were styled in a fraction of the 
usual time, as were the new instrument 
panel and exterior trim. The net result. is 
a car readily distinguishable from the 
Studebaker and, in fact, from two to five 
inches longer, station wagon and sedan 
respectively. 

With the same rated power as previous 

continued on page 48 








GOLDEN HAWK comes to mind in the new engine compart- 
ment, with its V8 using McCulloch blower, mechanical lifters. 
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SURPRISE MONEY SAVER CATALOG 


SEND 25c FOR 1957 
SURPRISE 
MONEY SAVER 
CATALOGUE 


HONEST CHARLEY 
SPEED SHOP 


Hedman Hedder, Distributor 


P.O. BOX “MT” 1904 
Chattanooga 7, Tenn. 











SWANSON SHOCK 
ABSORBERS 





on 90% of all indianapolis Cars 


Special shocks available for stock cars— 
Sports cars—midgets—dragsters 


JAGUAR OWNERS 


Eliminate steering wheel shock and bottom- 
ing of springs on gear changes. 
A. J. SWANSON CO. 
1526 N. Ivar, Hollywood, Calif. 
Phone: HOllywood 5-2612 
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Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and custom enthu 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses 
Easily operated from properly wired 
110 voit AC or DC line. The idea 





Complete with 
Twin Carbon Arc 
Torch and acces- 


sories . . . to 

handle all metal- gift with a life-long use Order 

craft work. today on 10-day money back guarantee 
Literature on larger equipment on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, III. Dept. F27-C 


BEAUTIFUL TONE NO NOISE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED | 
e”- 


eZ HUSH TONE 


x 
GLASS PACK MUFFLER 
























$7.95 to $9.65 
Most cars. 

At dealers 

or write: 
FENTON MFG. CO., MT-3, 3401 E. Pico, L.A. 23 
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| springs 58 inches long and 21% 


continued from page 46 

Clippers, performance should be even bet- 
ter due to the weight decrease of some 300 
pounds. The installation of the super- 
charger should be welcomed by power 
enthusiasts, for the additional 30 per cent 
boost in the fuel-air mixture thus provided 
offers one of the easiest and most eco- 


| nomical means of increasing efficiency and 


output. (See Spotlight for more super- 
charger news. ) 

The continuation of one of the most 
honored names in the industry depends 


upon the success of this medium-priced 
Packard Clipper for 57. We cannot fore- 
see the future, nor can we divine the pub- 
lic’s reaction; we do, though, believe that 
the driver who wishes something off the 
beaten path in '57 at least owes it to him- 
self to closely examine and drive the new 
Clipper. Our two check cars were early 
production models; each had too few miles 
on the odometer for the best indication of 
performance. As for craftsmanship, close 
examination disclosed each car to be well 
assembled in all respects. —J. H.W. 





Chrysler 300-C 
Drivescription 


continued from page 41 

year on the entire Chrysler line. These 
torsion bars are the same length as those 
on the New Yorker (48.6 inches) but are 
larger in diameter (1.11 rather than 1.02 
inches); according to Engineering, this 
extra beef gives 40 per cent greater stiff- 
ness. The decrease in cornering roll and 
nose-dip on hard stops even from that of 
the standard New Yorker is immediately 
evident. With power steering (our check 
car had it), the steering wheel lock is 3% 
turns (19.8 overall ratio). This is pleas- 
antly quick and responsive, but it would 
seem that a bit more self-centering action 
would be desirable on a car with the han- 
dling potential of the 300-C. With me- 
chanical steering the overall ratio is 29.9 
to 1, which increases the lock to a shade 
over five turns of the steering wheel. 

Rear suspension is by semi-elliptic leaf 
inches 
wide. These are the same in dimension and 
in number of leaves (seven) as on the 
New Yorker but the spring rate is 135 


| pounds per inch, or about 50 per cent 


greater than those on the standard cars. 
The shock absorbers, all around, are im- 
proved versions of Chrysler’s own Oriflow 
design. 

The 300-C sits lower than any other 
Chrysler model—the hardtop checked was 
just 54.7 inches high overall; the conver- 
tible model, unavailable in the two pre- 
ceding years, is 0.3 inch higher. Wheel- 
base is 126 inches and the overall length 
is 219.2 inches—same as all other current 
Chryslers. The wheels, however, have 
wider rims (6.5 inches) and standard 
equipment includes Goodyear Blue Streak 
nylon cord racing-type tires. 

The cockpit-like interior atmosphere 
has been retained, with tan leather up- 
holstery and padded dash as standard 
items. The instrument panel is like that 
of standard models and, we're sorry to say, 
there is no tachometer. The speedometer 
is calibrated up to 150 mph—and should 
| be, for, as reported last month, this “C” 
can, when finely tuned and running in the 
right place, get up and hit in excess of 
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145 mph in an amazingly short time. 

This is probably one of the most com- 
fortable cars available today. The firmer 
springing not only reduces almost to the 
elimination point the danger of bottom. 
ing on sharp dips and rises, but overall 
control of the car is similarly improved. 
There’s as much difference, handling-wise. 
between the 300-C and the conventional 
line as there is between the latter and the 
56 line with the coil springs up front. 
I've never been overly enthusiastic, per- 
sonally, about full-time power steering— 
there just doesn’t seem to be enough road 
feel or resistance to movement to suit my 
taste; but the near-sports-car response of 
the 300-C to the slightest change in course, 
even when equipped with power steering, 
is excellent. It would be impossible to 
comment upon this car’s “feel” with me- 
chanical steering, but it would seem that 
the slower ratio would completely nullify 
any benefit one usually expects. 

The weather man must have been in a 
foul mood the day destiny decreed for our 
runs in the 300-C. The fog, fortunately, 
stayed off the ground, but the concrete was 
only partially dry and made acceleration 
runs difficult. A good start would be made, 
only to be ruined by 50 feet or so of pave- 
ment still soggy with the recent precipita- 
tion. The elements, therefore, did nothing 
favorable, nor was your correspondent 
blessed with a broken-in car—the hardtop 
delegated for impression gathering had 
mileage so low that gunning was accom- 
panied by twinges that, though almost cer- 
tainly of psychological origin, were very 
real indeed. I can remember getting near- 
ly as good elapsed times in the standing- 
start departments in "56—but that was in 
a car with over 2000 miles, and the 
weather was mild and dry. 

No top speeds were attempted—didn’t 
want to blow the engine and get banished 
from a friendly Chrysler Division—but ac- 
celeration was gingerly tried. These results 
are not outstanding, but they do serve to 
show the potency of the 375-hp 300-C 
with automatic transmission and the stock 
3.36 ratio rear axle. From a standing start 
to 60 mph netted 8.0 seconds flat with the 
writer, alone, aboard. I’m personally con- 
fident that a good second can be chopped 
from this time with a similarly equipped 
car properly run in. The speedometer was 
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t fore- read to 65 mph to handle the error sug- 
¢ pub- gested by the engineering department. 
e that Times to 30 and 45 mph respectively were 
oft the 3.1 and 5.3 seconds, while a sudden 
> him- throttle thrust at 50 mph flashed the car 
© aew to 80 in 7.2 seconds. In DRIVE range, the 
early TorqueFlite gives an automatic downshift 
miles up to 65 mph, or a bit higher than the 
ion of majority of clutchless transmissions. 
_ close Since the car tested was a production 
e well model, and one of the first ones at that, it 
wv. was possible to make observations that are 





useless on engineering prototypes, the like 
of which are so often the only test cars 
available early in the model year. Quality 





time. 
- com- control of the components going into \ 
firmer 300-C production appears to have im- 
to the proved greatly over 1956. Last year the 
sttom- writer lived three days with a 300-B and 
verall can remember being greatly disappointed 
roved. at the shortcomings discovered. The °57 
-wise model, of course, passed through my hands 


tional rather quickly—in a matter of about three 
od the hours, in all frankness!—but it was pos- 
front sible at least to inspect the fitting of the 


7 sheet metal panels, the trim, grille detail, ’ 
ha the upholstery, the dashboard layout and YOU'RE OUT IN FRONT 

































ing— ‘ : 
padding, etc. A quick walk around the ‘ 
Eom car with attention directed to the spacing -+. with a 
aoe iol of the rear bumper tips from the body 
curse metal, and like places where hasty assembly 
ering, betrays itself, disclosed a better-built car 
ie on than those I saw in 56. The interior, too, 
ae was a good recommendation for the 
5 thee Chrysler Division; in fact, the 300-C de- MUFFLER 
salle tailing inspected was. superior to that of 
F the more costly Imperial checked last ” - 
» ie autumn. It would seem that there has been | YOU get more ‘getaway’ —more 
ene a general tightening up, in more ways economy—deep, smooth tone! 
ately, than one, where this division is concerned. ; ; 
> ane A brand-new, right-off-the-line car could Whether it’s eye-popping getaway you 
ston be expected to have some rattles. This one want, or zooming acceleration on hills 
made. had none, nor did some fairly rough han- | and straightaways, you'll get more with 
pave- dling bring on any. a Dyna-Glas on your car! The big 2 in. 
ipita- When the rain finally descended on our straight-through tube virtually elimi- 
ching way back to the factory, none of it got in- nates back pressure that robs your car 
adele side. Last year’s car that I drove was not of horsepower. And because your en- 
edtop rg Furthermore, = — yng wi gine performs more efficiently, you also Oo Neeviis dechle-wrenged cuter steit 
had the few cars I've checked so far this year boost gas mileage! ; shell for longer life 
seed in which everything worked, and not mere- Inside, the extra Fiberglas* packing ; 
<i ly passably, either, but in good form. The | filters the sound, gives you richer, 2) Fiberglas packing combines short 
waey potential customer, however, should bear | smoother power tone. And the heavier oe we dese sy wad 9 deep 
pu in mind the fact, often repeated in MT, } Dyna-Glas double-wrapped outer shell ow tones to pass throug 
ding: that no two cars of the same make and | will last thousands of miles longer. &) Straight-through design for power, 
omy of series are exactly the same. Believe it or | For “‘the most”’ in driving thrills, in- with big 2 in. inner tube 
| he not, and this is strange, it’s quite possible | stall Dyna-Glas duals on your V8. 4) 16 gauge spun-locked blowout-proof 
for a dozen buyers to get soundly as- Horsepower can be increased up to steel heads 
lidn’t sembled examples while an automotive | 16.4%, gas mileage up to 15%. They ietninteit aan ; 
ished writer draws a goat from the sheepfold. are precision made to fit your car. Pipe 5] ae. nipples for easy in- 
ea isis Or, worse still, vice-versa. bends are formed, not welded. Parts kit 
saan For the third straight year, the 300 leads with complete instructions makes in- 6] Rich gold-painted color 
ayes the entire industry as the most powerful stallation easy. 
00-C production car. A luxurious family-sized *Trade-mark OCFCorp. 
aici car, it has the performance that will make 
oink it virtually unbeatable on the highways; AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER OR AUTOMOTIVE STORE 
se its greatly improved roadability will make 
it a dominant factor in racing. The average 
are’ owner is well advised, however, to “respect 
pped it for its power, and control its power with 
pped care.” The italics are ours; the words are 
= taken from a small booklet supplied with 
each new 300-C. —J.H.W. Dept. 16C, Toledo 1, Ohio 
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ON'T YOU SOMETIMES get tired of 

being a carbon copy of everyone else? 
Wouldn't you really like to be a non-conform- 
ist, but don’t know quite where to make the 
break? Why not with your next car? 

If you're anything at all like me, you like 
a car to have a personality of its own. And 
what big Detroit iron has that? True, they're 
comfortable, powerful and dependable. But 
how much FUN are they to wheel around? 
Do you get a charge out of jumping away at 
stoplights, with all the other monsters staying 
right with you—proving nothing? Is it a joy 
to fight even the best handling "57 around a 
curving country lane or mountain road? Not 
to me, .it isn’t. 

Fun in driving comes from hearing the 
scream of a high-revving engine, the ear-buf- 
feting exhaust note, the chee-chee-chee of tires gripping the 
road in a fast turn. From pointing your right fender at the in- 
side radius of a turn and gluing there, while you watch a Detroit 
barge slip out wide over the center line. From noting the back 
end slide when you take a turn a bit over-exuberantly and being 
able to correct it with a tick of the wheel. From feeling the road 
surface through the stiffly sprung chassis so that you know 
enough to slow down over choppy surfaces instead of floating 
over them oblivious to the damage that might be done. From 
handling a gearshift that makes it a pleasure to shift—up and 
down. From getting out of tight spots that you shouldn’t have 
gotten into, with much greater safety than you could with a 
larger, clumsier car. And from stomping on the brakes as hard 
as you want, as often as you want, and finding that they're always 
there to stop you in plenty of time. 

This past month I’ve driven seven different cars, yet only 
the three sports cars were really fun to drive, because they all 
met with the above qualifications. And yet they were not as 
hot as all °57 Detroit products, while one—the Morgan—was 
powered with a 36-horsepower engine! (See photo, lower right. ) 

As the Morgan press 
agent says, “This {the 
two-seater tourer 4/4 
Series II} is an entire- 
ly new model built to 
meet the demand for a 
light but powerful [!} 
Open two-seater at a 
reasonable cost.” The 
“powerful” I'll have to quibble with; this Morgan is far from 
powerful. The press agent must have been referring to the car 
using one of the other three engine variables: a hopped-up 
version with a selection of 11 head and gasket combinations, two 
intake manifold and twin carb set-ups, hot cam, etc., and spend 
from $100 to $300 for the job; the 127-cubic-inch ohv Vanguard 
four-banger of 68 bhp; or, the Triumph ohv four of 95 bhp. On 
the other hand, a Port of Entry price of $1995 zs reasonable, and 
a real move to provide the pleasures of sports car driving to those 
who couldn’t consider shelling out 2500 or more shekels for the 
cheapest popular sports car. 

To get back to the engine that powered the Morgan I drove: 
it’s known as the Ford Ten, a side-valve, four-cylinder mill that's 
been used with eminent success in England as the powerplant of 
many “trials specials.” Its entire cubic displacement of 71.5 
inches would only make up two cylinders of a Chevy or Stude- 
baker V8. Running a standard ratio of 7 to 1, and a single 
downdraft carb, it pumps out 36 ponies at 4400 revs. 

So what do you get in the way of performance in this low- 
powered and low-priced sports car? Not acceleration that will 
tingle your spine, nor cause you to seek out the “big boys” for 
an impromptu drag. But, when you get used to the under-the- 
dash gearshift, with its spidery remote linkage to the three- 
speed gearbox set well forward, you won't have to do homage 
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. . . mM two sports cars at 
of the price scale: Morgan and Maserati 


ro Tah Alar | 
rT relelale| 





to the likes of Volkswagens, Renault 4-CVs, or Goliaths. From 
a standstill, using first to 25 mph, with a snapshift to second at 
30, will take around seven seconds. Using the same technique, 
but peaking out in second at 45, will take about 1314 seconds. 
You more than double that time to get to 60 mph—29 seconds. 
In around 11 seconds, using second and third gears, you can 
get from 30 up to 50 mph. And that’s quite commendable 
for an 1850-pound car with a fantastically high 1 to 51 power 
weight ratio! 

The name Morgan is, and has been, well known in sports 
car circles for over 40 years, so it seems only natural that the 
company should know how to build such cars. The present-day 
chassis is still virtually the same as the first one developed: iow- 
slung frame members are deep and Z-shaped, connected by 
five tubular or box section cross-members, with front and rear 
wheels being spaced 96 inches apart, or two inches over that 
of an MG-A or 12 inches under a 57 Rambler; front wheel 
hubs are hung on sliding guides, getting their individual move- 
ment from coil springs encasing them, and their damping from 
tube shocks that work harder on rebound than on compression; 
and, rear wheels conventionally sprung on semi-elliptic springs. 

With this kind of chassis set-up, it’s apparent that cornering 
should be as good as it is. About the only time that I got into any 
kind of slide was on loose dirt, or slick or pebble-strewn streets. 
Its blessedly quick wheel response—with only two turns lock 
to lock—is enough to keep you out of trouble; you don’t “power 
out” with only 36 horses at your command, but a slight move- 
ment of the wheel, accompanied by a drop in gears, corrects 
you plenty fast. I'd just as soon see the 17-inch “Brooklands” 
wheel go, for several reasons. This is a big wheel for a sports car 
and feels awkward. More important, the distance between the 
wheel and door is so slight that I almost got my left hand stuck 
between the two during some fast cornering. Only the immedi- 
ately gained habit of /aying my left hand on top of the rim 
instead of gripping it kept me out of trouble. 

What about the rest of the driving feel? The low-cut door has 
padding on which to rest your arm, and doesn’t cause a wind- 
whipping of the kidneys as it does in a Triumph . . . Instruments 
—large speedo on left, oil pressure, fuel level, and ammeter in a 
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SEMI-CLASSIC feel comes from wood dash, low-cut doors, 
racing-type wheel. This is not a luxury job; rubber mats, 
absence of tach, three-speed box are O.K. for under $2000. 


circle right of column—are legible day and night, with no light 
glare to disturb you. I do miss a tach . . . Not once did I 
have trouble finding the conventional clutch and brake pedals 
or throttle (even though you can’t see them while driving since 
they’re hidden by the instrument panel) nor did I ever hit 
the wrong one by mistake because of close placement . 

Legroom is fair, but I had to lay my right leg over on its 
side slightly and found that my knee got beaten to death by 
the vibrating shift lever . . . I don’t like the search for the 
headlight dimmer switch—above and between the clutch and 
brake pedals . . . The leather-covered, padded bench seat on 
wooden box platforms is amazingly comfortable. The slightly 
contoured seatback, adjustable fore and aft 2% inches like 
pre-A Model MGs, cannot take the place of true bucket seats for 
holding you or your passenger in place during violent maneu- 
vering . . . The reduction-type rear view mirror would seem to 
vibrate because of its suction cup mounting to the windshield, 
but it doesn’t . . . Its placement can be easily varied according 
to individual likes . . . Vision is, naturally, good with top 
down but suffers with top up. There’s a large blanked-in area 
between the seat and rear window, making a blind spot when 
you look around to change lanes. If you’re 5 foot 10 inches or 
over, your eye level will be above the top side flap, so you'll 
have to bend your head to see out to the side . . . Getting in 
or out is easier with the top down. With it up you'll have to 
find your own method, but here’s what I did: Stoop in, place 





NO COMPROMISE with aerodynamics appears in Morgan’s 
latest. In this car, flat-head 36 hp means fun if not speed. 


PHOTOS BY AL PALOCZY 








EASY DOES IT with the curious top, whose frame and cover 
work independently of one another, with room for improvement. 


right hand on driveshaft, double up right leg and bend ii 
inside, half.sit, double up other leg, wrap it under wheel. If 
you try to get out as you would from a conventional car, you’d 
better be small-hipped or you won’t make it. There’s only 13 
inches clearance between the back-of-the-door cutout and the 
steering wheel. It’s best to reverse the getting-out procedure. To 
make matters worse, you have to practically reach into your 
left hip pocket to open the door. 

As much fun as the Morgan is to drive, it’s a prime example 
of evident design boo-boos being flaunted by the British on 
one hand, while complaining of not getting their share of the 
American car market dollar on the other. The American buying 
public doesn’t like to make sacrifices unless it”gets lots of com- 
pensation. In the Morgan they’d have to put up with a stiff- 
riding and easily bottoming car (only 514 to 7 inches ground 
clearance), difficulty in getting in and out, time-consuming 
effort in snapping a top in place over a frame that has to be 
erected first, and a minimum of luggage space (the only space 
in the Morgan is the 3.6-cubic-foot well behind the seat that’s 
hard to’ get to with top up and that’s almost completely occu- 
pied with top down). What it has to balance the scale is better 
acceleration than the average small foreign car, exceptional 
handling ability, good overall size for ease in driving and 
parking, fuel economy on the order of 20-22 mpg, and work- 
manship that puts our cars to shame. Only time will tell if 
that’s enough. continued on next page 
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N THE PAST FEW YEARS the Maserati marque has been 

steadily climbing in Formula II race standings, but only 
overseas. Until Stirling Moss blasted the exhaust of his bat- 
tered-up, three-year-old Maserati 300-S into the grilles of the 
Ferraris at Nassau, many of the latter-day sports fans had con- 
sidered Maserati just another upstart. With what Moss, Jean 
Behra, Carroll Shelby, and World Champion Juan Manuel Fan- 
gio can do in Maserati sports and race cars during the 57 season 
here and abroad, the euphonious blending of four syllables that 
form the word, “Ma-za-rra-tee,’ will become more than just 
another Italian name. 

As this is being written, one of the latest Maseratis, a Gran 
Turismo Berlina (Grand Touring, Coupe) A6G 2000/C is 
resting impatiently and unfortunately, temporarily in my garage. 
One other Allemano and two Zagato coupes repose at Maserati 
Southwest Distributors in North Hollywood. An aluminum- 
bodied 200-S Maserati is in the hands of Lance Reventlow, who 
will have raced it at Pomona by the time you read this. Two 
Frua-bodied Maseratis are waiting on the docks at San Pedro 
for Harold Coole, general manager for Phil Rauch, president of 
Southwest. These seven cars represent an investment of $68,000; 
nonetheless Coole and Charlie Rezzaghi of Mille Miglia Motors 
in San Francisco plan to have upwards of 50 such expensive 
jewel-like machines on the West Coast by March. 

Ever since I had been aware that Maseratis would begin 
steadily trickling into the country, I had been eager to slip 
behind the laminated mahogany wheel of one and give you my 
impressions. Mr. Coole was equally enthusiastic, which explains 
this preview. But—the car is not broken in, is not properly 
tuned, and can do no more than help me give you overall im- 
pressions. I promise you that as soon as the car is ready for road 
test, you'll be reading about it first in MOTOR TREND. 

Body dimensions of the Maserati 2000 series vary slightly 
according to body builder; Officine Alfieri Maserati builds the 
six-cylinder, two-liter (122-cubic-inch) engine, four-forward- 
speed transmission, and chassis in its Modena factory, while 
the bodies are furnished by Frua, Zagato, and Allemano (the 
one pictured here). 

The Maserati is just about the same wheelbase, height, width, 
and length as a Corvette, with an engine half the size and up to 
two-thirds the power, yet when these two tangle on a road 
course, the Corvette will have had it. The Corvette may (?) 


TRUNK COMPARTMENT of Maserati can be reached from 
driver's seat by folding passenger's seatback forward and leaning 
through. To close off this area, you fold up the back of the 
jumpseat. Trunk depth is not great, but provides considerable 
space for luggage. Entire area is covered with fibrous 

rug material. All tools seen on ground in photo on left came from 
satchel which stows in its separate compartment left of the tire. 












have more acceleration, while they're about equal in top speed, 
but in the corners the Mazzy will leave the Corvette driver in a 
| fdaze of tangied arms. In its class nothing can compare in road- 

Bability to this car, and according to Stirling Moss, there is no 
better handling sports car in the world, with the possible excep- 
tion of a Ferrari 3.5 (which he beat at Nassau). 

The Maserati is as majestic as a thoroughbred race horse, and 
as high strung. When the three Weber carbs and twin overhead 
cams pump the right mixture into the hemispherical combustion 
chambers and it’s fired at the precise moment by the pairs. of 
spark plugs, there are few engines that surge as quickly and 
pleasantly to 6000 revs. Since it develops its 165 horses at this 
speed, it’s no wonder that you have to keep it revved constantly 
in all gears. This makes conversation difficult, but who wants to 
talk at a time like that? 

The seating position is low, and you're comfortably cushioned 
in the padded bucket seat. The steering wheel is a bit high, 
pedals are close together for the narrow-shoed Italians, and the 
gearshift lever falls into your hand just where you'd naturally 
rest it on the tunnel. The box is synchro-mesh on all forward 
speeds and when correctly adjusted, shifts like knifing through 
whipped cream. 

_ Though the owner of a $9500 Maserati can probably afford 
to pay his parking bill, he'd still be pleased at the prospect of a 
s been | gas station attendant such as I encountered. This one was so 
t only | overjoyed at the opportunity of looking over the Maserati at 
is bat- | close range that he didn’t charge the usual 50-cent parking fee. 
of the | In the vernacular of my English friends, “This is a real motor 


d con- | car!” And that’s just what it is! 
; Jean continued on next page 
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, who from throttle to brake. Trapdoor above clutch 
Two is cold air vent. Ashtray hides distributor on 
Bodes end of camshaft; coverplate hides 
s transmission filler cap. 
nt of 
000; 
[otors 


‘nsive 





begin 
» slip 
u my 
slains 
perly 
| im- 
road 


ghtly 
s the 
vard- 
vhile 
(the 


idth, 
ip to 
road 
(?) 


GRAN TURISMO 








fele 


‘ole 


ele 


continued 


ENGINE for the Maserati 2000 GT has six cylinders 

of three-inch bore and 2.8 stroke, giving it a displacement 
of 121 cubic inches. Using the three twin-barrel 

Weber carbs (as shown), brake horsepower at a healthy 
6000 revs is 165. Power is 15 less with single Webers. 
Compression ratio is a comparatively low 8 to 1. 

Twin overhead camshafts and twin ignition for each 
cylinder are plainly visible. Bottom photo has exhaust 
shield removed to show headers. 








GRAN TURISMO 








FANTASTIC CORNERING comes from a fairly orthodox 
coil spring and A-frame independent front susp 

and a trailing link rear suspension consisting of a rod_ 
running from the tubular steel frame to the top of the 
axle and a quarter-elliptic spring on the bottom side. 
Damping is by Houdaille shocks at all four wheels. Finned 
brake drums and air screens at front of backing plate 
account for no-fade characteristics under all conditions. 

















Car was furnished by Maserati Southwest 
Distributors, a division of Ranchero Mo- 
tors, Inc., 5101 Lankershim Bivd., North 
Hollywood, Calif. 
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See Pages 50 & 51 of this issue for further information. 





Presenting the NEW MORGAN 4/4 Series Il 


Lowest Priced Sports Car in America 
Price: 


$1995” 


© Superb for competition. 

* Ideal for everyday driving. 

* Sensational gas mileage. 

© Engine 71.55 cu. in. (1172 c.c.) 
e Dry weight 1456 Ibs. 


Built by England’s most experienced sports car manufacturer (since 
1911). Also available: 2- and 4-seat Roadsters, and 2-seat Drop-Head 


Coupe with Triumph TR-3 engine. 


Send today for our free illustrated brochure. 


West Coast Distributor 
WORLDWIDE IMPORT, INC. 
1968 So. Sepulveda Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif 
Phone: Granite 7-6739 


NOW 
FREE! 


order—prices—specs—etc. 


East Coast Distributor 
FERGUS IMPORTED CARS, INC. 
1717 Broadway (54th St), New York 19, N.Y. 
Phone: Columbus 5-6494 


ATTENTION: CAR CLUBS! 


is the time to form YOUR CAR CLUB. Only 4 or more auto enthusiasts—boys, 
girls, men and women needed to start a car club. 


SHELL'S “TIPS ON FORMING A CLUB’—tells how to get started—an outline. 
OUR CATALOG OF CLUB PLATES AND EMBLEMS FOR 57. Contains decals, 
trophies, jackets, lapel pins, car books and other car club accessories illustrated. How to 





HELP 


geles shops by pre-arranged 





Shell’s 1957 car club catalog to 


if you need HELP in getting good used or near new OHV8 motors, power and 
speed equipment etc. WRITE US YOUR NEED. We are shipping these motors and 
parts anywhere—right to your garage door—insured. Custom OHV8 motor installations in 
most any car now being done in our Los An- 
appointment 
ONLY. Arrange a motor installation ahead by 
mail—WRITE TODAY! SEND NOW! Please en- 
close 25c in coin or stamps to cover postage of 


SHELL MOTORS & 
AUTO PARTS 


11726 Wilshire Bivd,, MT-3, P.0. Box 25455 
Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
Phone: Granite 7-8283 





looking for the shortest route? 
find it in a moment with 


MILE-0O-GRAPH 


measures mileage... without arithmetic 


Find the fastest, shortest route 
yourself, on any scaled map, with 
this amazing, patented mileage 
measurer. Easy as 1-2-3—no 
figuring. Precision MILE-0- 
GRAPH adjusts to any map 
scale, fits into pocket or 
purse. Saves time, tires, 
temper. A welcome gift, 
perfect for motorists. 
MILE-0-GRAPH also 
adaptable for 
measuring air 
and sea charts 
and blue- 
prints. 
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ONLY 
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EACH 
OR 3 FOR $5 


gift boxed 


MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE. 
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MERCURY’S 
urnprtke cruiser 


continued from page 26 


that goes in standard cars. In the car | 
drove, it was impossible to notice any great 
difference in handling due to the extra 
weight. The free-wheeling Power Booster 
fan is available on the Cruiser only when 
it's equipped with the smaller 255-bhp 
engine. 

The performance of the Cruiser with 
the big 368-inch engine is naturally im- 
proved—or was in the non-air-condi- 
tioned car I drove. Taking off from a stop 
necessitates a gentler throttle foot, though, 
because the heavier engine does make it- 
self felt—that is to say, there is slightly 
less comparable weight on the rear wheels. 
Best dig was obtained by holding the 
brake to prevent creeping forward, then 
hitting the accelerator all the way and re- 
leasing the brake pedal simultaneously. To 
rev up the mill and try for a jump start 
only produced time-consuming wheel 
scratching. Nor was there any more than 
a tenth-second or two gained by starting 
out with the LOW button depressed. 

To a corrected 30, 45, and 60 mph 
fetched times of 3.7, 6.0, and 9.9 sec- 
onds respectively on the Dearborn en- 
gineering test track. A steady true 50 mph 
and a sudden throttle thrust into passing 
stepdown in DRIVE took the car to 80 mph 
in a comfortable 9.7 seconds. If this 
doesn’t sound too exciting, remember that 
this test car was slightly heavier (with 
lead ) than a production car would be and 
that it was loaded with everything but the 
refrigerator. 

On the handling course, the car be- 
haved itself in excellent fashion. It will 
negotiate turns with some lean on the 
outside, but the power is there for instant 
corrections; it can be power-drifted with 
ease and is only a hair behind the lighter- 
engined car when it comes to getting 
around fast. There was a bit of understeer, 
just enough to cause the front wheels to 
seek the dead ahead for themselves. 

Driving this car is quite an experience 
—you can almost imagine yourself in a 
big sports-tourer, for there before you, 
at a good level, are the instruments laid 
out in a readable, practical way with warn- 
ing lights for ammeter and oil pressure 
the only disquieting features I noted. 
The window control buttons are at the 
left end of the panel immediately above 
the gearbox buttons; dash padding is 
standard, and completing the illusion is 
the simulated engine-turned motif em- 
ployed on the white metal around the 
dials and gauges. 

Top speed? Definitely on the order of 
110 mph. In all I'd say that if the sug- 
gested 192 bucks more than the Mont- 
clair holds at the dealer level, this car’s 
worth the extra. Many of its features are 
sure to be seen elsewhere in ’58. 

—J.H.W. 
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‘New Car Owners! 


STOP ACID DAMAGE 
BEFORE IT STARTS 


Guard your engine against sure, early wear with 


this simple, effective Magna-Power plug. It soaks 


up crankcase oil acids as they form... keeps your 


engine young and powerful for added tens of 


thousands of miles. 


_ peemongerd and road tests have finally 
proven that the major cause of engine 
wear in today’s powerful automobiles is cor- 
rosive acids formed during combustion. Why? 


Because, the regular—and high test—gaso- 
line you are using in your car contains sulfur. 
This sulfur, along with other impurities, is 
burning away your muffler and tailpipe, eat- 
ing away the chrome on your rear bumper 
and, EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, wearing 
away at pistons, cylinders, and other parts of 
your engine. 

How do these impurities—they're actually 
acids—do their damage? Every 20 gallons of 
gasoline contains almost a half-cup of destruc- 
tive sulfur. During the combustion process 
this sulfur joins with water in the oil system 
to form metal-eating sulfuric acid. These 
acids get to work on metallic parts and actu- 
ally cause most of the wear formerly blamed 
on friction. The damage is extended as accom- 
panying sludge and carbon deposits result in 
a wasteful loss of power. 


MAGNA-POWER STOPS ACID WEAR 


With test results to show that an alkaline 
agent would neutralize the acids and inhibit 
sludge and carbon formation, the Johns Manu- 
facturing Co. has prepared a special mag- 
nesium alloy drain plug called Magna-Power. 
Tests conducted by the Canadian National 
Research Council (Canada’s Bureau of Stand- 
ards) and the Southern Analytical Labora- 
tory in Jacksonville, Fla., have found that this 
magnesium alloy (1) effectively neutralizes 
corrosive engine acids, (2) greatly inhibits 
the formation of sludges, gums and resins and 
(3) destroys catalysts that cause oil break- 
down products which foul spark plugs and 
cause preignition and internal shorting. 
Further experiments showed that by attach- 
ing a powerful Alnico magnet to the plug 
many iron and steel filings in the drain pan 
could be removed. 





( unretouched ) 


Filter and oil sample (lett) trom a car 
using a Magna-Power plug show less sludge 
and contaminants—both oil and filter are still 
clean. Filter and oil sample (right) from car 
without Magna-Power show normal heavy de- 
posits at same mileage. 





( unretouched ) 

Heavy carbon deposits are actually “baked” 
on the piston crown (right). Formation of 
carbon on piston (left) shows remarkable 
difference when resins are inhibited by Mag- 
na-Power. Build-up of carbon causes loss of 
power and increases oil. 


HERE ARE THE BENEFITS 


With reduced acid wear and sludge forma- 
tion, you get increased power for quicker 
starting and faster pick-ups. Elimination of 
many harmful spark plug deposits mean 
smoother driving, longer spark plug life. Less 
sludge also means (according to the Canadian 
Research Council) that oil can be used well 
over 3,000 miles and filter life is often 
doubled. 


$ 4% 


Road tests also show that wear on pistons, 
rings, valves and other parts can be reduced 
BY AS MUCH AS 80%. This means a car 
may be driven well over 100,000 miles with- 
out an overhaul. Meanwhile the powerful 
magnet draws iron and steel filings out of the 
oil system. 





WHY MAGNA-POWER IS NOT 
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 


A new car, or one that has been rebuilt, 
should go through a break-in period. During 
the auto's first 1,000 miles rings are seated 
and the new engine, through a small amount 
of necessary wear, “loosens up” for maximum 
efficiency. The time to install Magna-Power 
in a new car is at the end of the break-in 
period when you change oil. 


30-DAY FREE TRIAL—SEND NO MONEY 


Fill out the coupon and mail it to us today! 
Try the Magna Power for 30 days at our 
expense—we know from our thousands of 
satisfied users that you too will find it safe 
and effective. 


Canadian orders filled from Toronto—no 
duty, no red tape . . . $4.95 each, tax incl. 
Canadian checks, money orders or cash ac- 
cepted. Available tor all European and U.S. 
cars, trucks, buses, etc. Indicate year and make 
with all orders. 


Use Margin It Needed 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. M-3-57 
Middlesex, N. J. 


My car is a ( make) ( year ) 


| Send me a Magna Power tor my car on your 30-day 


| FREE TRIAL. If ! like Magna-Power, | will prompt 
ly send $4.95 (plus 25c postage and handling). 
| Otherwise 1 will return Magna-Power and owe you 
| nothing! 

SAVE—Send $4.95 with order and we pay post- 
] age—handling—Money back guarantee. 
! I tadaiapaniheinsonscennarsnsussianniapseicipuinningeaaa mamas 
| ADDRESS. 


| CITY, ZONE, STATE 
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by Don O’ Reilly 


Europe Invades Indianapolis 


A THE PETROL SHORTAGE worried European and British race 
organizers, Indianapolis plans moved forward rapidly and 
marked this as the year of the long-hoped-for European invasion. 

Even the new USAC Speedway regulations had exception clauses 
to take care of situations arising from European entries. 

The looked-for European competition at the Brickyard was ar- 
ranged on a turn-about basis, with a team of the top 10 U.S. drivers 
and cars slated to race at Monza, Italy, on June 30, as detailed in 
this column last month. 

Prize and expense money for the Monza race is expected to total 
$320,000. Arrangements are in the hands of Duane Carter, USAC 
Director of Competition; Tony Hulman, Indianapolis Speedway 
President; and Giuseppe Baciagalupo, Director of the Monza Speed- 
way, with assistance by Alec Ulmann, promoter of the International 
Sebring sports car endurance race. 

Firestone Racing Division has been designing, building and 
testing special tires for the Monza track, requirements differing from 
those at Indianapolis. 

As for the rule changes, rookie drivers seeking a test on the bricks 
must first obtain the written recommendation from a car owner who 
will supply the vehicle for the test. 

That requirement doesn’t make a great deal of sense, because the 
driver would have a difficult time taking the test without a car. 
However, they want the owner’s name on the dotted line. 

The rookie then must have the recommendation of one or more 
USAC officials, plus having driven in 1956 USAC championship, 
sprint car or midget events. Stock car racing only is not considered 
as producing sufficient experience. 

The exception to accommodate foreign entrants provides that driv- 
ers of national or international prominence in other divisions of racing 
may become eligible by obtaining the unanimous endorsement of 
the USAC Director of Competition, and the Indianapolis Chief 
Steward and Referee. 

This also leaves the door open to admit American sports car drivers 
or men from other U.S. racing associations. 

As expected, the speed requirement for the drivers’ tests has been 
raised to 130 mph, with 10 laps each required at 115, 120, 125 and 
130 mph. In all, there will be a hundred miles of precision driving 
under the watchful eyes of the experts who wil! be called upon to 
compete with the man if he passes. 

When driving tests were first required in 1936, the speeds were 
80 to 110 mph. The top was raised to 115 in 1941, 120 in 1951 
and 125 in 1954. Don’t be surprised if it goes to 135 in 1958. 

For the first time, a minimum tread width has been established 
at Indianapolis. The new minimum of 47 inches is designed to curb 
the tendency for the cars to become ever narrower. Pat Flaherty’s 
winning car in 1956 had a 48-inch tread. 

The 96-inch wheelbase rule gives the Speedway authority to “re- 
duce minimum wheelbase requirements for specific entries from other 
countries in order to encourage international competition.” 


New NASCAR Regulations Help the Little Guy 


NASCAR REGULATIONS for late-model stock car racing have been 
tightened for 1957. For a make of car to be eligible, the horsepower 
rating, optional equipment and model of the car producing that 
rating must have been announced, in production and nationally ad- 
vertised prior to January 1, 1957. 

At least 100 of these units must have been in dealers’ -hands and 
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for sale, and at least 1500 must have been scheduled for 1957 pro. 
duction, prior to January 15. 

No longer can a firm advertise a powerful engine once or twice 
at the start of the season and then forget to talk about it while it 
continues to be raced. 

Plugging that loophole, NASCAR now requires that the factory 
continue to list that particular model or optional equipment in all 
advertising that mentions horsepower or engine performance. 

Even more strict, Bill France now requires that advertisements of 
victories or other accomplishments in NASCAR races must include 
the horsepower rating, special equipment used or the name of the 
particular model, plus the NASCAR trade mark emblem. 

Failure to comply will mean disqualification of that equipment 
for the remainder of the season—not just one car, but all of them, 
regardless of the owners. 

France is insisting that the public not be misled, inadvertently or 
otherwise, as some thought had been the case in the past, about the 
type of equipment that wins races. 

The NASCAR Grand National, Short Track and Convertible races 
are limited to 1956 and 1957 models. 

The little fellow, who has been complaining bitterly about factory 
domination of the late-model stock car racing, now gets a much- 
needed break. 

Obviously apprehensive about the future of the independent car 
owner who has been caught in the economic squeeze generated by 
factory participation, France has inaugurated new separate specifica- 
tions for the Short Track cars. 

Maximum piston displacements are listed for the various makes 
and no extra horsepower equipment is permitted. The engines are 
restricted to a single four-barrel carburetor and specifications are 
designed to force the cost of investment and operation downward. 


The Latest on Factory Stock Car Racing Teams 


SOME INTERESTING LINE-UPS have developed for the various 
factory stock car racing teams, with the Ford operation, under Pete 
DePaolo Engineering, shaping as an all-star attraction. 

With headquarters at Long Beach, Calif., Danny Eames heads the 
special events activities and Ford participation in MARC and IMCA 
circuits. 

Chuck Daigh supervises the USAC race cars, which have a second 
base of operations in Milwaukee, with Troy Ruttman, Chuck Steven- 
son and Jerry Unser driving. Unser moved over from Chevrolet, 
in which he had won the Pike’s Peak Hill Climb last July 4th. 

More than 20 mechanics, an even dozen cars and six drivers were 
set for the NASCAR circuits under the leadership of John Holman, 
based at Charlotte, N.C. 

Curtis Turner and Joe Weatherly drive the convertibles; Glenn 
“Fireball” Roberts and Marvin Panch, the Grand National cars; and 
Bill Amick and National Short Track Champion Jim Reed, the 
Short Track machines. 

Reed also moved to Ford from the Chevrolet camp. 

Ralph Moody serves as chief engineer for Holman and will do 
some driving in major events. Each of the six regular drivers will 


COURTESY HOT ROD MAGAZINE 


AK MILLER’S Caballo Mark Ii nears completion in the 
shop of Jack ‘Willie’ Sutton. The car will be 

this year’s only U.S. representative in the Mille 
Miglia. Its 96-inch wheelbase makes interior cramped. 
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have two cars to work with, one set up for dirt and the other for 
asphalt. 

Lee Petty, former Grand National Champion, switched from the 
Dodge-Plymouth family to head the Oldsmobile racing division, with 
three Grand National cars and two convertibles. Petty, Tiny Lund 
and Jimmy Lewallen are the principal drivers of that combine, based 
at Randleman, N.C. 

Under leadership of the veteran Bill Stroppe, the Mercury cars 
in USAC races will be driven by Jim Brown and Marshall Teague. 
Jim Paschal and Billy Myers are handling the NASCAR driving 
chores for Stroppe. 


Here and There 


A LARGE SCCA regional sports car race is scheduled for Boca Raton, 
Fla., March 9-10, with the prospects that if highly successful, it will 
be a major national race in 1958 . . . SCCA strongly recommends 
the use of fireproof clothing for drivers and NASCAR requires all 
race cars to carry a fire extinguisher, recommending a dry powder 





cannister ... Paul H. Helms, sponsor of the Helms Athletic Founda- 

tion and Helms Hall of Fame at Los Angeles, died at age 67. Auto 

racing has been prominent at Helms Hall since 1949. —D.O’R. 

february 

15, NASCAR 125-mile Sportsman-Modified, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

16, NASCAR 160-mile Convertible, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

17, NASCAR 160-mile Grand National Championship, Daytona Beach 
a. 

17, USAC Midgets, Pensacola Speedway, Fla. 

19-20, National Roadster Show, Oakland, Calif. 

22, USAC Midgets, Fort Pierce Speedway, Fla. 

23, USAC Midgets, Sunbrock Speedway, Orlando, Fla. 

24, USAC Midgets, Fairgrounds, Tampa, Fla. 

24-28, Sestriere Rally. 

24, SDSCC 7th Don Diego Rally, San Diego, Calif. 

24, Grand Prix of Cuba. 

march 


USAC Midgets, Hialeah Speedway, Miami, Fla. 

USAC Midgets, Sunbrock Speedway, Orlando, Fla. 

USAC Midgets, Speedway Park, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Rally of Great Britain, England. 

USAC Midgets, Silver Dollar Speedway, Lakeland, Fla. 

USAC Midgets, Sunbrock Speedway, Orlando, Fla. 

SCCA Sports Cars, Boca Raton, Fla. 

NASCAR Short Track, Champion Raceway, Fayetteville, N.C. 

USAC Midgets, Fairgrounds, Tampa, Fla. 

USAC Midgets, Hialeah Speedway, Miami, Fla. 

USAC Midgets, Fort Pierce Speedway, Fla. 

USAC Midgets, Speedway Park, Jacksonville, Fla. 

24, Sebring 12-hour Sports Car Endurance Race, Sebring, Fla. 
MARC 100-mile Late-Model Stock Cars, Lakewood Speedway, 

Atlanta, Ga. 


: 
2 


2 


HONOUSS!) 


a 

6-7, SCCA Sports Cars, Palm Springs, Calif. 

USAC Sprints, Williams Grove, Pa. 

MARC Late-Model Stock Cars, Knoxville, Tenn. 
SCCA Sports Cars, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii. 
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TUBULAR FRAME was donated by Frank Kurtis and has 
been modified from original 500-X sports car design. 
Engine is a ‘57 Chrysler with 397 cubic inches, the 
willing contribution of a much-interested Chrysler Corp. 


NE OF THE TWO BIG QUESTIONS concerning Juan Manuel 

Fangio, “El Chueco de Balcarce,” one of the most fantastic 
figures in the history of auto racing, has been answered: The works 
car he will be hurtling for the 1957 Grandes Epreuves in his 
native Argentina, England and six countries on the continent is 
Maserati. The second question—will the 45-year-old, four-time 
world’s driving champion race at Indianapolis?—is still open. 


















JUAN 
MANUEL 
FANGIO 







VIGNOLLE 


When the short, sparse-haired, bandy-legged driver was in Los 
Angeles and New York two months ago, after racing in Caracas, 
Venezuela, he was practically non-commital on both points. Since 
Nello Ugolini, competition manager for Maserati, announced in 
Modena, Italy, that Fangio would push the Trident in 1957, those 
close to the European road racing scene claim Juan Manuel probably 
will forego giving the famous Indy 500 a whirl. 

In Los Angeles, he expressed quite an interest in Indianapolis. 
He and racing car owner Allen Guiberson visited the Meyer-Drake 
plant and Frank Kurtis, Quinn Epperly and Eddie Kuzma, who make 
Indianapolis racing cars. 

Fangio had laced everybody in Europe. He had achieved the 
unheard-of feat of winning four world championships, his last with 
Ferrari in 1956 (and in a different car every time, attesting to his 
phenomenal prowess as a driver). What else was there for him to 
conquer before he retired, although at 45 he was in his prime? 
Only Indianapolis. 

Two days after leaving Los Angeles, he still was keen about 
Indy. The rumble then was that he might bypass Europe, that he 
was interested in a John Zink car for Indianapolis (he is the 
Oklahoman whose cars have won two 500s in a row), and that he 
was in favor of a financial arrangement giving him everything if 
he won, nothing if he lost. 

Juan Manuel hopped a plane for Buenos Aires and headed for 
his native Balcarce, some 200 miles away. Shortly thereafter came 
Ugolini’s announcement from Modena. Since Maserati has plunged 
into road racing with renewed vigor and since it lost the great 
English driver, Stirling Moss, for the 1957 Grand Prix competition, 
it is highly improbable that it would go with anything but all-out 
inclinations this year. 

Moss, who is Fangio’s toughest rival, drives for Vanwall in the 
Grand Prix circuit this year and for Maserati in sports car racing. 

It goes without saying that Fangio will be a tremendous asset 
for Officine Maserati this year. The Argentinian’s climb in the 
murderously rugged international circuit has been nothing short of 
incredible since he first went, unsung, from South America to 
Europe in 1948. Three years later, in 1951, he won his first world’s 
title, driving for Alfa-Romeo. The next year he was seriously 
injured in an accident at Monza, but came back in 1954 with 
Maserati and Mercedes-Benz to knock off his second championship. 
The next two years also provided him with world titles—in 1955 
with the famed Mercedes-Benz SLR, and last year with Ferrari. 

A nerveless, icy individual behind the wheel of a racing car, 
Fangio, son of an Italian plasterer who emigrated to Argentina as 
a young man, began racing stock cars at the age of 18. Today, his 
name is a byword in all the capitals of Europe and South America. 
Only in U.S. racing is he what you could term an “unknown.” 

The other day in Buenos Aires he said that if he does not race 
at Indianapolis in 1957, he never will “because after, I will be 
too old.” —Gus Vignolle 
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Britain’s Bahamas Islands echoed to the roar of 
engine exhausts as the last sports car races of 
56 took place near the capital city: Nassau 


BAHAMAS SPEED WEEKS are divided in 
two periods: December 3 through 9 was for 
sports car races at Windsor Field, and De- 
cember 10 through 17 for boat races and 
record attempts on Lake Cunningham. 

The excitement actually started on Satur- 
day, December 1, when the cars began to 
arrive and cocktail parties sprang up. Be- 
tween parties, the machines were inspected 
and practice commenced. Thursday evening 
the driver's meeting was held at race head- 
quarters in the British Colonial Hotel. The 
drivers had a lot to say: the course was not 
right for racing and the day's practice had 
proved it (sand covered the circuit, in some 


ee 


Le, ? ae : 
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places inches deep), and there were too many 
cars entered in the races yet to come. Hill, 
Moss, Gregory, de Portago, and some of the 
other top drivers suggested that there be no 
more than 10 cars per mile of track in each 
race. 

The races were finally reduced in length 
and divided into more events, resulting in an 
incident that could have been disastrous. 
Section 2 of the Governor's Cup race didn’t 
get under way until about 5 P.M. The sun 
promptly dived over the horizon, leaving the 
race in darkness and many of the cars without 
functioning headlights due to taping or metal 
shielding. More than one car was bumped or 


a photo story by Dan Rubin 


a 


THEY’RE OFF AND RUNNING in the Le Mans-type start of the Nassau Trophy race. Carroll 
Shelby was first away and at the end of the first lap, Stirling Moss was close behind. 


BAHAMAS 
SPEED 
WEEKS 


THE CITY OF NASSAU forms the backdrop as John Von Neumann’s Ferrari takes its 
turn at the unloading ramp. Moss and Bill Lloyd push the latter's old but rejuvenated 
Maserati to the starting line for the Nassau Trophy race, which Moss won. 












wrecked when the race wasn’t cancelled. 

A summary of the results published in the 
February issue of MOTOR TREND follows: 
FRIDAY. Governor's Cup Section 1, cars un- 
der 2000 cc displacement: 1. Howard Hively, 
Ferrari Testa Rossa, 92.206 mph. 2. Ken 
Miles, Porsche-Cooper. Governor's Cup Sec- 
tion 2, cars over 2000 cc displacement: 1. 
Carroll Shelby, 4.9 Ferrari, 99.095 mph. 2, 
Marquis de Portago, 3.5 Ferrari. SATUR- 
DAY. Ferrari Handicap. 1. Masten Gregory, 
Ferrari Testa Rossa, 94.96 mph. Jaguar .Han- 
dicap. 1. John Fitch, D-Jaguar, 94.879 mph. 
Porsche Handicap. 1. Mike Marshall, Porsche 
Spyder, 88.983 mph. Ladies’ Race point win- 
ner: Sammie Chapin, Ferrari Testa Rossa. 
SUNDAY’S WINNERS. Nassau Trophy. 210 
miles: 1. Stirling Moss, Maserati 300-S, 
96.219 mph. 2. Masten Gregory, Ferrari Testa 
Rossa. 3. Marquis de Portago, 3.5 Ferrari. 4. 
Ken Miles, Porsche-Cooper. 
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CARROLL SHELBY, top U.S. sports car pilot in ‘56, displayed his skill as he won Section 2 of 
the Governor's Cup race on Friday. Tire troubles eliminated him from Nassau Trophy go. 

He has reportedly turned down an Indy ride to become the No. 3 man 

on the Maserati factory team in Europe, with teammates Fangio and Behra. 
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| 
GREATLY MODIFIED, William Mitchell’s Corvette with knock-off JOHN CUEVAS wonders how to unpark 
magnesium wheels, fuel injection, and other goodies his Porsche Speedster, after spinning 
blew up, unfortunately, but it did finish. out at Victoria Bend. 


THE POOPER (a wedding of 1500 cc Porsche Spyder engine and ultra-light Cooper frame and body) 
passed a goodly number of larger cars to take pilot Ken Miles to a fourth in the big race, and several firsts 
in class. Masten Gregory also took home some loot for a fourth, a first, and a second place in his races. 
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Make your interest in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


& DIESEL PAY OFF: 





EARN MORE MONEY! 
SHOP METHOD TRAINING 
PREPARES YOU AT HOME 

IN SPARE TIME 


ALL THIS EQUIPMENT 





YOU GET AND KEEP 





Complete set of profes- 
sional tools and Aill- 
Metal Tool Box. Same 
top-quality equipment 
used by expert me- 


chanics everywhere. Use 
them, display them 
proudly. 





“Motor Analyzing Set" 
contains Standard En- 
gine Vacuum Fuel Pump 
Tester, Remote Starter 
Switch, Modern Timing 
Light, Standard Compres- 
sion Tester. Plus com- 
pact carrying case & 
instructions. 








Top - quality Socket 
Wrench with Fittings. 
Real professional toots 
you’! use during your 
lifetime career in repair- 
ing all types of engines, 
from foreign cars to big 
diesel jobs. 
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Nearly 60 million cars and trucks on our roads! If you 
could talk to owners of garages, service stations 
and car dealerships (as we do every day), you'd 
realize America’s DESPERATE NEED FOR 
TRAINED MECHANICS. 

Take your cheice—One modern course prepares you 
for Auto-Mechanic jobs, Airplane Mechanics, Farm 
Machinery Repair, all Diesel Jobs, Experimental 
Labs, Government Work, Engine Specialties, etc. 
A qualified, ALL-AROUND Mechanic always has 
a good job. 

Every phase is Shop-Tested! Streamlined lessons, dia- 
grams, manuals are easy to understand. Earn as you 
learn. Free Graduate Employment Service. 





RESIDENT TRAINING AT LOS 
00 ANGELES! If you wish te 1 ~4 
0 Resident Training at Los 
“ in our big, modern tone 
Labs, check special box in 
cues ‘for full information. 











= ’ APPROVED FOR GI TRAINING 
gt. {== NATIONAL scHoots 

ot Les Angeles 37, California 
Conede: 811 W. Hestings $t., Vencouver, 8. C 

‘ * ‘ eje 

! NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DW-37 ‘ 
MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU | 
# 4000 5. FIGUEROA ST. 187 N. LA SALLE ST. g 


gLos ANGELES 37, CALIF, OR CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 
| Seng for FREE Auto-Diese! Opportunity Book and Sample Lesson. 
i NAME rs 
ADORESS — 

L city 20NE STATE 
C Check Hf interested OMLY in Resident Scheel Training at Los Angeles 
4 VETERANS: Give date of discharge 
a eee eer mmm 
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continued from page 37 
and police know the line is there; non- 
residents find out the hard way. 

One of the most objectionable soak- 
the-stranger devices used by crooked 
authorities is the establishment of sky- 
high court costs. In North Carolina, for 
instance, these costs range up to $40. In 
theory a minor traffic infraction may cost a 
motorist only a dollar in fines, but he'd still 
have to fork over $41. 

In the Kentucky county where the 
Michigan couple was arrested in the no- 
passing trap, court expenses were fixed 
at $16.50, of which $6 went automatically 
to the arresting officer—a strong incentive 
for him to make as many arrests as pos- 
sible during a working day. 

Many motorists have found it almost 
impossible to get a fair trial in certain 


counties of Indiana, where an antiquated 
fee system is still in force. Here, a justice 
of the peace can charge up to $15 for 
court expenses. He gets one-third of this 
amount—but only if the victim is con- 
victed. The temptation for the justice to 
find the driver guilty is thus almost irre. 
sistibie. Local motor clubs report that a 
driver is a dead duck once he is ticketed 
in these sections of Indiana. 

The increasing use of radar equipment 
for mnabbing speeders has contributed 
enormously toward the safety of American 
highways. But it has also posed important 
questions about ethical law enforcement. 
No one denies that the flagrant speeder 
should be caught and punished. There is 
a distinct threat to the motorist’s rights, 
however, when these speed-timing devices 
are used by money-hungry officials. 

The files of the AAA are stuffed with 
complaints about unfair arrests and phony 
trials pinned on radar evidence. In some 
cases, the Association has championed 
driver-victims and complained to local 
authorities about letter-of-the-law enforce- 





TWO PONTIACS 


continued from page 30 
Hot, Hotter, Hottest 

As we reported in last month’s Spotlight, 
the new, low-production “Bonneville” with 
fuel injection is to be made available only 
to dealers for the present. But following 
close upon the heels of the F.I. job are two 
specials which are to be made available 
to the public. Each of these hot jobs uses 
three dual-barrel carburetors ( Pontiac calls 
it “Tri-Power”). Here’s the way Detroit 
Editor Joe Wherry describes these three 
hot Pontiacs: 

“Each of these three engines is based on 
the 347-cubic-inch block. The first option 
substitutes only a new fuel manifold upon 
which are mounted three dual-barrel car- 
buretors. Topped with a huge, round, flat 
paper-packed air cleaner, the three carbu- 
retors are rigged up very similarly to those 
described for the Oldsmobile last month. 
That is, the center carburetor, or the pri- 
mary one, is strictly conventional, contains 
the automatic choke mechanism, and is 
connected to the accelerator linkage. Up to 
about *4-throttle, this primary carburetor 
supplies all the fuel to the engine from the 
usual fuel system. Flooring the throttle, or 
exceeding the “4 position, actuates a vac- 
uum-operated linkage which opens the 
throttle valves on the two end carburetors. 
With no other changes except the “Tri- 
Power” installation, maximum rated brake 
horsepower becomes 290 at 5000 rpm and 
torque is 356 pounds-feet at 3200 rpm. 

“The next option up the power line de- 
livers 317 bhp and 359 pounds-feet torque 


at 5200 and 3600 rpm respectively. Com- 
pression ratio remains stock at 10.0 to 1 
but valve timing is considerably changed 
and the camshaft, with hotter grind, raises 
both intake and exhaust valves .411 inch 
(the stock engine camshaft used in the 
290-bhp car lifts valves .37 and .40 inch, 





intake and exhaust respectively ). The cus- 
tomer has his choice, in this engine, of 
optional mechanical lifters over the stock 
hydraulic lifters; so equipped, valve lift 
increases to .435 inch. Rated bhp is still 
317. The same triple induction manifold 
is used as on the preceding engine and 
three dual-barrel carburetors are used, dif- 
fering only slightly in specification. They 
operate the same, with the center carbu- 
retor doing most of the work. Heavier 
valve springs are used, the drive ratio of 
the generator is stepped up, and heavier- 
duty ignition components are used. 

“As for the almost certain to be elusive 





290 hp, three carburetors 
0-60 8.2 
50-80 8.7 


317 hp, three carburetors !! hp, fuel injection 
8.4 8.1 
8.0 8.8 
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ment of unreasonable and _ unrealistic 
regulations. 

Example: In 1954 the police of Staun- 
ton, Va., acquired a radar set, which can 
be purchased for about $800. Arrests for 
speeding in this city promptly jumped 
from 90 in 1953 to more than 900 in 
1954. The vast majority of those receiving 
tickets were outlanders who were just 
passing through. Protests of the local auto 
club went unheeded. Finally, the club 
stymied prospering traffic officials by post- 
ing huge warning signs at every entrance 
to Staunton. 

According to latest reports, 834 radar 
sets have been licensed by the federal gov- 
ernment for use on the nation’s traffic 
arteries. This represents an increase of 
46.8 per cent within the past 12 months. 

Among the worst pitfalls for out-of- 
towners is tow-car racketeering, which can 
only be operated with the knowledge and 
cooperation of the police. Radio-equipped 
trucks tune in on police calls and speed 
to the scene of an accident. Since the 
police are bound to find out about the 
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fuel injection job, the installation closely 
parallels that of Chevrolet. Compression 
ratio, we can now Say, remains a stock 10.0 
to 1. Pontiac engineers, with whom I dis- 
cussed these engines before and after driv- 
ing them, refused to discuss a horsepower 
or torque figure for the F.I. job, nor would 
they allow themselves to be quoted on per- 
formance. But, from what I’ve been able to 
gather from both ear-to-ground and be- 
hind-the-wheel positions, I think it safe to 
say that the F.I. engine puts out sufficient 
moxie to fly low at well over 130 mph. 
For that matter the 317-hp ‘Tri-Power’ job 
should do this too, and even the 290-horse 
‘Tri-Power’ car should top 120 with ease. 
“Fortunately I was able to drive each 
of these cars over the same course with 
climatic conditions remaining quite con- 
stant. There were a few patches of ice, and 
a sand-scattering truck didn’t help matters 
either, but the cars were all in fair tune. 
To enable all three cars to be worked dur- 
ing the allotted time, I skipped the usual 
0-30 and 0-45 mph readings, preferring 
to tackle the 0-60 and 50-80 times instead. 
All speeds are true—could be bettered with 
fine tuning and completely dry roads—but 
they will give you an idea of Pontiac’s new 
go-power. All three cars had Hydra-Matic 
transmission and 3.23 axles. The F.I. job 
was the long-chassis Star Chief (like the 
Bonneville convertible but without the 
extra chrome trim) while the two ‘Tri- 
Power’ cars were four-door sedans on the 
shorter 122-inch chassis. All times are the 
result of averages of at least three runs in 
each direction. It is evident that the lower- 
fpm maximum torque of the 290-hp car 
pays off better in the lower speed ranges. 
The 317-hp job is for racing, with top-end 
torque the aim. The F.I. car was plagued 
by a stammering Hydra-Matic, should have 
shown up better. Manual transmissions are 
available; they should really go.”—0O.Z. 





concealed radio when the same truck ar- 
rives at the scene time after time, there 
must be a bribe involved. 

This type of swindle is particularly 
notorious because it catches thé motorist 
in a time of trouble, when he’s apt to be 
emotionally upset and not in a position 
to protect himself. 

It is not uncommon to find unscrupu- 
lous cops entering into collusive arrange- 
ments with garage owners. In return for 
a sizeable kick-back—which is squeezed 
from the touring outlander—the police 
will send wreckers to favored garages. 
This means the driver cannot hire the 
mechanic of his choice, and usually has 
to pay a heavy price. 


Motorists can protect themselves by re- 
fusing to let a tow-truck operator handle 
their cars until there has been full agree- 
ment on the cost. This is particularly im- 
portant when an unbidden truck shows up 
at the accident site. 

America’s highways will continue to be 
marred by roadside racketeering until 
honest officials, local motor clubs and auto 
owners themselves become aroused enough 
to stamp the cheats out of business. As 
automobile sales hit new peaks, the future 
looks brighter for practitioners of soak- 
the-stranger gyps. So next time you jump 
into the family sedan for a motor jaunt— 
keep your eyes on the road and your hand 
on your pocketbook! —A.N. 
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—16 pages of last minute NEW items! 


FIRST 1957 ACCESSORIES 


parts for your car, truck, hot rod, 
custom car or station wagon 





Just Mail Coupon! 


UP 

re) Oy 
Get the new edition of the world’s largest 
and most complete auto equipment buy- 
ing guide catalog— 228 pages! It saves 
you UP TO ONE-HALF on ALL your 
automotive needs. Includes thousands 
of brand new last minute releases of 
accessories and parts for your car, truck, 
hot rod, custom car or station wagon 
for models from 1920 through 1957. 
This new catalog features the latest 
Hollywood and Custom equipment not 
yet in stores ... new High Speed Parts 
... as well as hard-to-find exact replace- 


ment parts for old and current models 
alike! Includes NEW 1957 Accessories. 


Buy Direct By Mail From Whitney 
—and SAVE MONEY 


Our tremendous buying power and huge 
volume enable us to cut prices to rock 
bottom. You actually save up to 50% and 
more! We stock over 75,000 items, ready 
for immediate shipment—with new, im 
proved facilities to speed up service on 
every order. This is our twentieth year. 
Your satisfaction guaranteed on every 
order or your money back! Rush coupon 
for your FREE copy of new catalog. Please 

enclose 25¢ in coin to help pay part of 
handling and mailing costs (refunded 
on first $5 order). Mail today! 
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J. C. Whitney & Co. 
1917 (0-3) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 





Flease rush your giant 228 page Catalog de 
scribing world’s most complete tine of auto 
parts and accessories—-over 75,000 items at 
lowest prices (Please enclose 25c¢ to cover 


part of cost which will be credited to you 
on first $5.00 order.) 
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OP ECHELON sales executives of De- 

troit auto companies are for the most 
part highly principled in private life. 
There is hardly one who would consider 
racing his wife to the last seat in the 
movie. Watered whiskey, loaded dice, and 
marked cards are unknown in their homes. 
Local churches can count on their tithe, 
and the honor system survives intact on the 
golf course. 

Come Monday morning, however, and 
watch out! The typical sales manager de- 
rives Olympian satisfaction from arriving 
at his mahogany row desk five minutes ear- 
lier than competition’s counterpart. Small 
wonder that Detroit traffic is considered 
perhaps the most aggressive in the nation. 

The day starts with a perusal of registra- 
tion reports, subscribed to at a stiff fee 
from an outside compiling agency whose 
word has achieved a stature just short of 


ULCERS ON MAHOGANY ROW. 


They’re an occupational disease of sales managers 


God’s. The company’s own production and 
sales figures come next, and somewhere 
in this mass of statistics, the sales manager 
finds a lead for the day’s press release. 

You can be sure that if Chevrolet didn't 
outregister Ford on February 13, 1957, 
it outsold Ford because “sales” are counted 
to the dealer and not to the public. In any 
case, production was higher, and, of course, 
every car built must someday be sold. If 
all else fails, there is a battery of research- 
ers standing by ready to show that regis- 
trations, sales, and ‘or production were X 
per cent higher than on the same day last 
year—which could have been a Sunday. 

Meanwhile, at competition's offices 
across town, a conference is convening on 
the general subject of “dealer relations.” 
Some of the starch has gone out of this 
since the Congress-prompted establishment 
of the new dealer councils, but typical dis- 


cussion might include the case of Doakg 
Motors, which has fallen behind its quotg 
to sell a new Ford to every other adulf 


citizen of Ipswitch, Iowa, and surrounds) 


ing farming area. 

Seems as though old Mr. Doaks hag 
lately taken to dissipating his sales in- 
stincts on the beaches in Florida. Dispo- 
sition formerly would have been to simply 
withdraw Doaks’ franchise. Now, the con- 
ferees were equally divided between es- 
tablishing a real wheeling Ford dealer 
two blocks down the street, or giving 
Doaks a chance to plead Ais case before 
the new vice-president of dealer relations. 

Back on the other side of town again, 
a similar conference is considering a ru- 
mor brought in by field agents that a cer- 
tain DeSoto-Plymouth dealer with the 
finest facility in town could be wooed into 

continued on page 66 
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1956 1956® 1953 19530 Position 
Position Make Registration Position Registration Change 
: = | a. ere cae a 1,332,765 a5 ai a. 'F 1,171,455 tis cor 
2 ford  ”t”t”~é<“<ité‘ as OCUC«sti‘“(ité‘C;OC‘CéSRA*OR: 1 
3 Buick ; 466,849 4 398,750 ; +1 
4 Plymouth 408,292 3 513,553 ef Ss 
5 “Oldsmobile = (Gsstiti88,S2S i eC a 
6 Pontiac 310,629 Fig cc ae es 
aes <n eS aS Merny - ° 240, 172 — oe 8 235,520 : Ba peas 
3 =“ eee 185,822 \. ee ; 253,976 . eer 
Pier. a as Cadillac mae 117,769 13 83,518 : +4 
10—~—*«“‘«‘ rsd i tti(ité«éi BGS t:*«i 132,596 
11 oe DeSoto q ne 86,020 . 12 104,996 +1 
12® Noh §§ 70646 110 124,506 1 
13 Studebaker 66,570 9 142,042 —4 
14 ‘Mnesin i 36,618 te 7 i 35,506 +3 
15®@ Melien 28,129 15 " 59,161 — 
16 Packard 26,812 4 iad . 65,287 —2 
17 Imperial iG 7,812 _ : — _ 
18 Continental 1,338 en ip ace =f 
_— Willys oa 16@ : 38,717 — 
_ Kaiser —_ 18@ 31,688© ~ 





© Registrations for 10 months. (Courtesy Automotive News.) 
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@ Includes Rambler. 


@ Passenger cars only. 
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WILLIS E. FISH 

OF CHEVROLET: 

“Front rank in any line of 
merchandise requires a 
superior product and a selling 
organization strong in 
experiences and finances. 
Certainly Chevrolet 

possesses these qualities in 
high degree. Add the morale 
and momentum .. . and you 
have a combination fully 
capable of meeting any 
competitive challenge in ‘57."’ 

































3? 
AL BELFIE 

OF BUICK: 

“Buick wound up the year 
in third place by a margin 
of approximately 60,000 
units. The high public 
acceptance accorded our 
1957 styling convinces me 
we will have no difficulty 
this year holding the 
third place sales spot 
we captured in 1954.” 


4? 
JACK. MINOR 
OF PLYMOUTH: 
““Plymouth’s de- 
termination to gain 
widest possible 
acceptance for its . . 
‘57 cars is proving 
successful. Trade-ins 
of medium-priced 
cars on Plymouths 
are the highest 
in our history... 
Plymouth is definitely 


ales in- 
. Dispo- 1? 
> simply CHARLES yy 
the con- OF FORD: 
een ¢- “At Ford Motor we pete our 
| doa increasing participation in 
cealcs the nation’s prosperity to 
siving continue . . . We confidently 
- before expect in 1957 materially to 
lations. add to our penetration of 
peers: the auto market. We are in 
— fact raising our sales goal 
B a fu- sights from 28 per cent to 
t a cer- perhaps as much as 31.5 per 
ith the cent for ‘57. We believe 
ed ines this is a realistic target.”’ 
page 66 
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by Don MacDonald 


Their Continued Popularity 


Same Sales Predicted 


on the way back.. .” 











































































































Production started in August 1955. 


Probable Reason Manager 1957 Why? 
1953-'56? Position ee eee 
Stayed ahead by aggressive advertising of 1955 performance 2 Should be a real close race, but the car is not all-new. 
boost. Yes Both Ford and Plymouth are. ae Se 
To. pene _ 1 Aggressive, all-out sales push on top of record-breaking 
Lost ground by appealing to safety-minded oldsters. No initial public acceptance. _ 7 
Moved ahead with dramatic 1954 model change. Expanded to Y 3 
match sales. id Ai es _As good a product, sold as hard as ever. gg 
Stuffy 1954 model lost sales, slowed expansion. Dualled dealers N 4 ~ Might have had a chance for third except for prolonged 
don’t plug. jo Se eee production difficulties—especially station wagons. 
Moved ahead with 1954 model. Actually fourth that year, No® - 5 _ Will hold its own at expense of Pontiac. _ 7 
"Stayed with straight 8 too long. New styling when it came in N 8 
__1955 net popular enough. __ py, Oe Ae en. Speman. Not enough new. —__ 
N 6 Bold new styling, wider range of models should enable 
_ Aggressive management and dealer reorganization. — 4 bd this make to pass Pontiac. 
Lost ground in 1954—never recovered although 1955 sales were N 7 Could | possibly pass Mercury if it were not for majority 
good. sd of dealers dualled with Plymouth. 
Y 10 Will sell as many Cadillacs as last year, but Chrysler is 
The long pay-off on clever snob-appeal advertising campaign. es ___due to go way up. 
N 9 Small percentage increase will enable company to regain 
__Held its own even in poor 1954. . 2 ° lead over Cadillac. 
Y 1] With smaller Firesweep, DeSoto could possibly hop to 
Came back at expense of independents. Was 13th in 1954. ; es No. 9 on 
New Rambler couldn't take up all the slack caused by big car N 12@ 
slump. a ° Rambler will help keep company in this spot. 
Flashy Loewy-styled 1953 dream car clicked initially, hadn’t stay- 
ing power for prolonged facelifting. Lost many dealers. Suffered N 1 
__ from public reports on merger and financial condition. ° 3 Only unlikely financial break-up could change position. 
“ N 1 Would have to nearly double production to move up. 
Finally got true, prestige-car styling in 1956. ad 4 New plant won't be ready in time. 
Held its own by grace of Rambler. Big car sales since merger in N ® 
__late ‘54 have heen sick. ° 15 Rambler practically only hope here. _ oS 
Bottom of mass-produced heap ever since public knowledge of N 
__financial difficulties and resultant break-up of dealer organization. ° 17 Weak product structure. 
Dramatic new car with initially high production schedules. 
Not counted separately from Chrysler before mid-1955. o) 16 Could move up to 15. 
18 One month’s production of Edsel at end of year will 


dump Continental to 19. 





Inherited Kaiser mess. Its own dealers too rural—good for Jeeps, 
bad for cars. 





Complete break-up of dealer organization caused by failure of 
factory to keep up modernization of car. Too little too late. 





Does not include Jeeps, Jeep station wagons, or commercial vehicles. 


@ Includes Henry J. 


© Normal retirement. 
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PREPARE FOR WINTER WEATHER 


WITH Scottop NOW AVAILABLE FOR 





JAGUAR XK-120, 
XK-140 

CORVETTE '53-'56 
MG (ALL MODELS) 


Custom made Fiberglas top with foam plastic head 

liner weighs but 20 Ibs. Can be taken on and off 

in 1 minute. No holes to drill or changes in body 

Stainless steel hardware. Comes in primer coat or 

any matched Duco Lacquer. Functional rear window 

12’"x36”. When ordering, please specify color of 

top and headliner as well as make of car. 

PRICE f.o.b. 

COMPLETE: $1 75 San Diego 
Terms—10% with order, balance C.0.D. 
California residents add 4% sales tax. 


Scott Mfg. Co. 


Dept. MT-3 Phone: Hi 4-2634 
485 North Raleigh, El Cajon, Calif. 
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Catch More 
Fish with 


“SPIN 
Light Tackle! 
FISHING” 


Get the facts about how to use spinning tackle, how 
to select rods, ~~ a lures, how to take care of your 
spinning equipmen 

Here is Miteralty” a catalog of salt and fresh water 
spinning rods, reels, lines and lures and how to 
select the right combination for your own use. Read the 
basic technique of spin casting, and modifications for 
Stream and river spinning for fresh water gamesters, 
lake fishing for principal species of game fish as well 
as panfish, and salt water and surf spinning from shore, 
piers, boats and special hints on spinning in the surf. 
Here, toc, is a special chapter giving up-to-date fresh 
ané salt water records established with spin tackle. 


75¢ on newsstands March 12 





| PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. 


Please send me = name 
copies of “SPIN FISH- 
dd —— 
ING” at 85¢ each (to oe 
cover postage, etc.). csty.......... 





5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


=A We 


spinning ty Viad Evanoff, is a real 
treat for every novice and expert. Get 
your copy March 12 at your news- 
dealer; or if you prefer to order di- 
rect, send the coupon below today 
for your copy. 
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PLAN AH; 


ENJOY BETTER PERFORMANCE IN 1957 


| fronrsman [)uaus 


with SPORTSMAN 
THE ORIGINAL FIBERGLAS PACKED MUFFLER 


BUY NOW! 
BE READY FOR PLEASANT SPRING DRIVING 


Arnold Haviland Company, Defiance 22, Ohio 
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the Chevrolet camp provided his mother. 
in-law would be considered for a Cadillac 
franchise. Action on this was regretfully 
tabled when someone pointed out that 
General Motors was tactfully and tempo. 
rarily restraining itself from raiding com- 
petition’s dealer bodies. 

So it goes through a standard day in the 
life of any Detroit sales manager. All 
Americans love a race, but no marathon 
ever devised is as vicious or exhausting 
as the continuing contest to sell ever more 
automobiles. As testimony, there are more 
ex-sales managers in Detroit than there are 
ex-actors in Hollywood. However, the 
stakes are so great that most any kind of 
finagling can be readily excused. One out 
of every seven of us makes our living 
directly or indirectly from the automobile 
industry. 

The sales manager can be compared to a 
football coach. He has but a small voice 
in the make-up of his product. He must 
accept a warmed-over version of last year’s 
star and plug it with even more enthusi- 
asm. As a glance at our chart will show, 
he is the first to get the axe if he loses, 


| even though he can be no better than his 


| inherited team of wholesale and retail 
assistants. 
Currently at the top are Chevrolet's 


Willis E. Fish and his Ford counterpart, 
Charles Beacham, who daily fight their 


| private battle for first place without serious 
challenge from anyone. What has enabled 
| Chevrolet to lick Ford for the last 20 years 


in a row? Why did Buick jump ahead of 
third-place Plymouth in 1954 and stay 


| there ever since? Why is Lincoln emerging 
as the first real threat to Cadillac since 
| Packard relinquished the fine car field in 


the late Thirties? 

No one of these questions can readily 
be answered with a single, hindsighted 
reason. No one of the shifts in position 
can fairly be blamed on or credited to any 
single sales manager. Any analysis is of 
necessity complex, but we think we offer 
here one important key. 

The first time Chevrolet beat Ford was 
in 1927, primarily due to the latter’s long 
shutdown while changing over to the 
Model A. Ford came back to lead again in 
1929-30, then lost out until 1935, which 
was its last year on top. Some of the races 
since have been so close as to make win- 
ning seem relatively unimportant, notably 
1937, 1946, and 1954. Let’s study these 
performances. 

In 1935, both Ford and Chevrolet chal- 
lenged the dragging economy with prod- 
ucts all-new in every area but the power- 
plant. Each was restyled, and looking at 
the two in retrospect, one would be in- 
clined to give the esthetic edge to Chevro- 
let. In addition, Chevrolet had “knee ac- 
tion” and a “turret” (all-steel) top. But 
Ford with its V8 engine was by far the 
peppier of the two, offering a wider range 
of sportier body styles featuring all-steel 

continued on page 72 
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Q. 1 AM BUILDING a Fiberglas sports 
car using 1949 Ford components. The proj- 
ect 1s almost complete but I don’t knou 
how to set up the front end geometry, and 
no one seems able to tell me. The car has 
a wheelbase of 104 inches, with the en- 
gine moved back 25 inches from its 
original position. What should the camber, 
caster and toe-in be? Alfred J. Lazzari, 
Sacramento, Calif. 

A. That's a good question. We don’t know 
either. There are far too many factors 
involved to give you a concise and to-the- 
point answer. There are, however, certain 
“musts” to be considered in any front end 
geometry. Since this problem seems to 
give custom builders the most trouble, a 
quick rundown of these musts might im- 
prove the handling characteristics of quite 
a few custom cars that could be real road- 
able machines if they had even a semblance 
»f proper steering geometry. 

Due to our limited space, we can con- 
sider only front ends that are using stock 
parts, such as your car with ‘49 Ford com- 
ponents. 

Regardless of what stock front end you 
use, and assuming you haven't modified 
the basic parts, you should ultimately end 
up with the front end geometry very close 
to factory specifications. The reason for 
this “must” is that the individual com- 
ponents were all designed to produce the 
proper geometry on/y when correctly set 
and an integral part of the whole front end 
suspension. 

If you change the toe-in, it no longer 
offsets the camber and will produce ex- 
cessive tire scrub or wear. If you change 
the camber, the same condition results, but 
in addition, an unnatural stress is imposed 
on the spindles. If you change the caster, 
the tendency for the wheels to return to 
a straight line will be altered to a greater 
or lesser degree, depending, respectively, 
upon whether you increased or decreased 
this angle. It is apparent, then, that the 
front end should retain its designed char- 
acteristics if good geometry is to be at- 
tained. 

Unfortunately, almost every modifica- 
tion of major proportions involves a 
weight change on the front end. This, of 
course, affects the static position of the A 
frames, resulting in a camber change and, 
usually, a caster change. This throws the 
whole steering geometry out of line and 
can be corrected only by adjusting the 
frame height or A frame pivot points to 
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Front End Geometry: 


An Adult Problem 


by John Booth 


the same relative position as they would 
have in the stock car of the same make. 

There are several ways to regain this 
desired static position, but probably the 
most satisfactory method is by changing 
or modifying the front springs. A must 
here is spring consistency. If you own, say, 
a Ford or Chevy and put a Chrysler engine 
in it, the result will be a front end static 
position that is too low. This will cause 
excessive negative camber, which in turn 
will impose abnormal loads on the spindles 
and create excessive tire wear because the 
toe-in isn’t adjusted to this new camber 
angle. 

In addition, this extra weight will 
necessitate a stiffer spring (lower spring 
rate) to prevent front end oscillation. The 
corrective measures here, then, would be 
export-type springs. and if necessary, 
wedges under these springs to raise the 
frame to the desired position. Heavy-duty 
shocks are another necessity, as they will 
help keep this extra weight under control. 
Then, and only then, have the front end 
set to factory specifications and don’t for- 
get to increase tire pressure in front by 
about two pounds. 

In the case of Mr. Lazzari’s sports car, 
where a Fiberglas body and repositioned 
engine will produce the opposite effect, we 
will find the front end sits too high. This 
will produce excessive camber angle and 
create tire scrub because, once again, the 
toe-in isn’t adjusted to this new camber 
angle. The spindles will also have improp- 
er loads imposed upon them due to this un- 
natural angle. The corrective measure in 
this instance will be shorter springs. Since 
stiff riding characteristics are desirable in a 
sports car, Mr. Lazzari will probably want 
to grind off a set of export springs to 
the proper weight and install heavy-duty 
shocks. Then is the time to have the front 
end set to factory specifications. 

At this point, trial and error will dictate 
any changes. Desire for a quicker return 
to a straight line will necessitate more cast- 
er angle. A slight increase in camber may 
turn out to reduce body roll. These are 
adjustments that can be made when a 
builder “tunes” his complete car, but the 
factory specifications are still an excellent 
place to begin. 

Remember, if you change caster you 
must change toe-in, and the proper 
amount can be determined on any good 
front end aligning machine, which will 
detect any excessive tire scrub. 


Q. VALVE COVERS. I am modifying a 
1949 Buick Roadmaster and would like to 
obtain a cast aluminum valve cover for the 
70 Series engine. Where can this item be 
purchased? Pvt. H. K. Amrheim, Fort Ben- 
ing, Ga. 

A. To our knowledge, this cover is no longer 
available. Several were cast up in 1950 but 
soon went out of production. We suggest you 
have the stock cover chrome plated. There are 
other suggestions on page 32. 

Q. POTENT PLYMOUTH. I would like 
to install a 300-hp Chrysler engine in my 
51 Plymouth but wonder if you would sug- 
gest some other powerplant that may be more 
suitable. D. G. Eastham, New Castle, Ind. 

A. We would favor a lighter engine. Why 
not consider a 57 Plymouth V8? This en- 
gine, with factory power equipment, is a 
potent piece of machinery. 

Q. LOW-HORSEPOWER V8. Is the Ford 
V8-60 engine still available from the Ford 
factory? Harry Wolf, Detroit. 

A. No. Suggest you try auto junk yards for 
one, which can be completely rebuile from 
parts which are still available. Try and find 
a 40 block—it’s the best. Make sure you get 
a cast block; the tin-sided jobs rust out. 


Q. TIRE THUMP. I own a 1955 Cadillac 
with 22,000 miles on it. The tires look good 
to me and have been balanced several times, 
but I get a thump every time the wheels turn. 
Could a tire be out of round, or what's 
wrong? Bill Barnes, Detroit. 

A. We suspect a rather common fault and a 
dangerous one, too. It has been our experience 
that tires, especially on heavy cars, are break- 
ing down internally. This is usually indicated 
by a slight hernia-like bulge in the sidewall 
(either side) or, in some cases, on the tread 
itself. This weak point, which is caused by 
ply separation, produces a thump and can 
result in a sudden blowout. By all means, 
check for a soft spot in each of your tires. 
If you find one, discard the tire. It is like 
riding on a case of dynamite. 

Q. WIRE WHEELS. Why did wire wheels 
fade out so fast after their revival several 
years ago? I tried to buy a set for my Chrys- 
ler and my dealer said they were no longer 
available. Clyde Thomas, St. Louis, Mo. 

A. Probably the most important reason was 
the universal acceptance of the tubeless tire 
as standard equipment. The spoke holes in 
the wire wheel rim allow the air to leak 
out unless a tube is used. Their high cost 
and almost impossible cleaning problems also 
contributed to their early demise. 


Q. FLOOR-SHIFT CADILLAC. I am in- 
stalling a '56 Cadillac. engine in my Jeepster 
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and can’t locate a floor-shift Cadillac box. 
What other transmission would you suggest 
I use? Bob Sweeney, Austin, Tex. 

A. First of all, we suggest trying to buy a 
rebuilt Cadillac box from any of the many 
transmission rebuilders around the Houston 
area. If you are not successful, an Oldsmobile 
floor-shift transmission should do the trick. 


Q. THREE-CYLINDER ENGINE. Is there 
a three-cylinder air-cooled engine being used 
in any production car today? If so, could the 
engine be purchased separately? Ronnie Faatt, 
Springfield, Mass. 

A. Yes—the German DKW. It is powered 
with a two-stroke, air-cooled engine, which 
develops 42 bhp at 4200 rpm (see MT, June 
54). But at present no engines are available 
for separate purchase. 


Q. HOT COIL. I am hopping up my ’55 | 


Olds engine and have been told that with 
higher compression I need a hotter coil. What 
is the average voltage difference between a 
stock and special coil and do I need special 
wiring for it? Blane Cromwell, Buffalo, N.Y. 
A. A-so-called hot coil usually puts out about 
twice as many volts as a stock coil, or about 
30,000 volts. 

If the present wiring is in top condition, it 
will take this extra voltage, but a safer bet 
is to rewire with new heavy-duty ignition 
wire. With higher compression, we suggest 
your using cooler plugs to take full advantage 
of this coil and aid in retarding pre-ignition. 


Q. STRAIGHT OR MIXED? I am taking 
delivery on a 1957 Chevrolet and would like 
your opinion on whether I should now use 
one brand of oil exclusively or mix brands. 
I would also like to install a set of Holly- 
wood-type mufflers, provided it won’t hurt the 
engine. Clifford Vallow, Peotone, Ill. 

A. By all means, stick to one reputable brand. 
Various additives in present oils aren't neces- 
sarily compatible with those of another brand. 
This can set up a deteriorating action that 
may greatly reduce the life of the engine. 
“Hollywood”’-type mufflers have no adverse 
effect, provided they are of proper design 
and have enough capacity for the engine. 
Q. FORMULA, PLEASE. How do you find 
the weight-to-power ratio of a car? Ed Sibley, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

A. Divide the total weight by the horsepower. 
The resultant will be the pounds per horse- 
power. 

Q. CONVERSION. I want to install an 
Olds 88 engine in my '49 Ford. Could I use 
my Ford transmission with a McBar adapter? 
Sil Gillman, Boston, Mass. 

A. You couid use the Ford transmission, but 
past experience indicates a rather short life. 
It would entail more conversion work, but the 
Olds box would be more reliable. 





The MT technical staff would like to 
answer all letters personally, but we have 
been so hopelessly swamped with corres- 
pondence that it is impossible to do so. 
We have therefore, instituted a policy of 
answering as many questions as possible 
only in the Technical Questions column. 


Among sports car fans news about an out- 
standing piece of equipment gets around 
fast. That’s why so many sports cars today 
are equipped with the Bendix* Electric Fuel 
Pump. It makes sense, because the Bendix 
| Electric Fuel Pump was designed and built 
| for people who demand perfection. If you 








“Bence” ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP 


For superlative engine performance 


car deliver every last ounce of power and 
performance that was engineered into it, 
then you want to know more about the 
Bendix Electric Fuel Pump. When you’ve 
tried it, you’ll never operate a car without 
it—even if it does cost a little more. (Send 


for illustrated folder.) 
*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF, 














are one of those enthusiasts who insist that a 


, ELMIRA, N. Y. 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 


NOW! Genuine 


CONTINENTAL KITS 


at HALF of Car Dealer Prices! 


Here’s the world’s greatest Continental Kit 
value—at savings up to $100! Glamorous 
California styling . . . rakish tilt of tire car- 
rier is custom-designed for your car, as is 
every other part. Stylish wrap-around gravel 
p 3 shields. Heavy 20 gauge tire ring. Sturdy, 

COMPARE THESE PRICES! \  StU<-free! 
tag 9 sala ov to Install Yourself: Kit braces to frame. 
closed face plate ( please specify) an ee pre-nceratied. Step- 


AVIATION CORPORATION 































Chev. 49-57 | Buick 55-57 Cadillac 54-55 “ . 

Ford 49-57 Chrysler 56-57 Lincole 54-57 NOT A “FALSIE’—ALL PARTS INCLUDED: 

Ply. '55-57. | DeSoto 56-57 splash pan, bumper extension brackets, all- 

$49.50 Dodge 56-57 $79.50 metal tire cover, tire carrier assembly—every- 
—ia Se itaecme thing but emblem. Prime coated. 

Suen sa | cont. 83:57, Cadillac $6.57. MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 

uic ude. > u 1 

$69 50 59 50 $1 19 50 NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
. $ . . —tree with order or send just 25¢. 








Tire ring in chrome, $10 extra. Write for 
niormation on cars not listed. Specify 
make, yr., mod., tire size & if tubeless 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. Postage 
COD. Calif. residents add 3% sales tax. 






zn Auto 


3319 MT-3 So. Gra x 
Los Angeles, California 








FACT 
OR 
FICTION? 


FLYING 
SAUCERS 


Summary of 12 years’ research by military 
authorities, astronomers, engineers. 

Get this startling new book ... be up to 
date on space exploration . . . see these 
photos of “flying saucers” and the critical 
analysis of reports of visitors from outer 
space chronicled through the years. 


ON SALE March 12 or send 85e to: 
TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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HAVEN’T TOUCHED BOTTOM YET!” 


—reports Charlies Kama Texas one of 
y who are “cleaning u up” with orders 


Amazing new kind of fire extinguisher. Tiny 
“*Presto”’ job of bulky extinguishers that 
cost 4 times as much, are 8 times as heavy. 
Ends fires fast as 2 seconds. Never corrodes. 
Guaranteed for 20 years! Over 2 million 
sold! Selis 


for only $4.: 
Show itt it to civil 5 workers, owners of 
boats, , ete., and to stores 


cars, 
ale—make income. H. J Ker Kerr reports $20 a day. 
wns 2 Wydallis $15.20 an hour. FREE Sales Kit. No obligation. 






MERLITE INDUSTRIES, Dept. ?-27T 


PRESTO ae 114 East 32 St., New York 16, N. ye 
Co., Ltd., 37 1 Dowd St., Montreal 1, P. 













ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Prefect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 


@ Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by year and make. 


@ Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 
WeEbster 3-5911 


HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 











TONNEAU COVERS 


FOR MOST POPULAR SPORTS CARS 
_ AND LATE MODEL CONVERTIBLES 


ROBBINS AUTO TOP CO. 


Dept. MT-3 1453 Lincoin Bivd. 
Santa Monica, Calif. Ph. EXbrk. 5-9174 














TECHNICIANS NEEDED! 


BIG PAY!—GOOD FUTURE! 


(C DIESEL (— ELECTRONICS 
2 auto ( AUTOMATION 
NEVER BEFORE has the cupestentte | been so good 
for the properly trained mechanic and techni 
cian to step into BIG PAY POSITIONS with 
rapid advancement and future security virtually 
assu 
YOUR SUCCESS depends on the quality of train- 
sckoa receive...and the reputation of the 

| you attend. 

OUR GUARANTEE we are giving the best in 
-. and technical training is proved by 
the fact... we have a waiting list of good pay 
positions for ovr graduates, with leading com- 
panies ae oo the United States. 


RESIDENT SHOP TRAINING is easier and costs less 
than you may think! We provide you with 
housing and -time jobs while in school, 
plus free nation-wide placement service for 
graduates. 

heck subject above ir which you are interested and mail 
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MOTORING ACCESSORIES 


This department is not composed of paid advertising. Claims are those of the manufacturer, and do not 
constitute an endorsement by MOTOR TREND. When ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 


VOOM A VOLKSWAGEN with an 
Okrasa Hi Torque Power Kit. Contains two 
cylinder heads, carburetors, intake manifolds, 
and air filters, plus linkage, gas lines, and 
necessary small parts. There is said to 

be no increase of gas consumption or 
engine wear as is usually the case with 
power kits. Price is $249.50 ($259.50 for 
the Ghia), usual installation about $30. 
European Motor Products Inc., Box 668, 
Riverside, Calif. 





TRAVEL NEATLY with the Carry-More 
Auto Clothes Hook. Each Carry-More holds 
four or more hangers and can be folded 
back when not in use. This is convenient 
for long trips or short hops to the 

dry cleaners. The Carry-More uses the 

same screw and screw hole as the single 
clothes hook and it fits all cars. 

Available for $1.95 per pair through 
Spencer Specialties, 3305 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles 5. 





AVOID “MECHANIC’S HANDS” while 
working on or around your car. The latex 
gloves have a Sure Grip exclusive crepe outer 
finish which makes slippery objects easy 

to hold. The “sueded”’ finish inside curtails 
perspiration and makes them easy to puil 

off. Available for $1.19, postpaid, 

from the Fineline Co., 303 Fifth Ave., 

New York 16. 





YOUR CAR, TOO, can have the Detroit 
“tail gunner” look and your driving will 
also be sater. The Plexiglas and chrome 

Fin-Lite provides stop and turn signals 
above the rear deck of an automobile. 
Each Fin-Lite is boxed with easy-to- 
follow instructions. They cost $3.95 

and further information can be obtained 
from the Sinko Manufacturing & Tool 
Co., 3135 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 22. 





MAGICASE removes the hazard of taking 
your eyes from the road and your hands 
from the wheel to fumble through the 
glove compartment for your glasses. The 
case fastens magnetically to almost any 
surface in your car, and has a small 

utility pocket for miscellany. It’s made 

of Mirlon vinyl and is $1.50 postpaid 
from Gray's Ltd., 247 S. Catalina 

St., Los Angeles 4. 
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WHY WORK? This car cleaner-polish 
claims to clean and apply a plastic film that 
defies sun, sleet or dew to streak the 

finish. There’s no hard rubbing and some 
users have done a complete job on a car in 
less than an hour. $2 is the cost of a can of 
E-Z Duro-Glaze from Wong Laboratories, 
3259 Madison Road, Cincinnati 9, Ohio. 


SCRATCHES AND “SLEEKS” can be 
annoying to those drivers who look through 
the windshield to see where they're going. 
Glaskit consists of a felt polishing 

wheel, mandrel, a tube of polishing 
compound, marking pencil and cellulose 
sponge to help you clear your windshield. 
The kit sells for $4.95 and information 

can be obtained from Bristol Sales and 

Mfg. Co., Bridgewater, Mass. 


PICNIC IN YOUR CAR with Car- 


Trayette. It’s made of aluminum and the tray 


comes in four colors: burgundy, black, light 
green or tan. The legs fit over the 

center drive shaft hump and stand 17 
inches at lap level in the front or back 

seat. It is strong enough to hold a port- 

able typewriter and it can be stored 

under the seat or in the trunk. $3.95 
postpaid from B.B.C. Engineering, 4040 
Del Rey Ave., Venice, Calif. 


NO-HOZE and a bucket will wet wash 
your car. The manufacturers claim their 
product is self washing, drying and 
polishing and guaranteed for all glazed, 
Porcelainized and Blue Coraled cars. The 
wax is left intact so there as no need 

for rewaxing. For further information, write 
to Reliable Laboratories, 3238 Fenkell 

Ave., Detroit 38. 


STOP, THIEF! And he will, at the sound 
of this Police Auto Alarm. This precision- 
made device attaches inside the hood and 
sets off the horn if anyone tries to tamper 
with any part of the car. Works on 

6- or 12-volt system. Made of aluminum. 
$6.95 postpaid from the Gregory Sales 

Co., 2066 E. 89th, Cleveland 6, Ohio. 


IT’S A SWISH to clean and degrease car 
engines. Spray warm engine with Swish 
and then wash it off with water. It’s 

said that this product can also be used 

to clean painted surfaces, clothing and 
upholstery. A 16-ounce aerosol can may 

be obtained for $2, postpaid, from the 
Montgomery Chemical Co., P. O. Box 

187, Jenkintown, Pa. 


ATTENTION 
SPORTS CAR 
OWNERS!! 


REMOVABLE PLASTIC TOPS 
At Prices You Can Afford. 





MG (A), (T.D.), (T.F.) 


JAGUAR (All Models Except Siiene 
Convertible) $159.00 

CORVETTE ('54-'57) plus tax 

PORSCHE (All Models) F.O.B. 


TRIUMPH (TR-2), (TR-3) Our Plant 


AUSTIN HEALEY 





MERCEDES-BENZ (All Models) 


FORD THUNDERBIRD ('55- i } $185, 00 
AUSTIN HEALEY (1957) 


plus tax 

F.O.B. 
Our Plant 
Color choice of cloth headlining material 
(no flock). Large rear window. Chrome 
hardware. Stainless-Steel rain gutters. 
Easily installed or removed (one minute). 
All tops primed. Additional charge of 
$10 for matching your lacquer color. 
Call your dealer to see one on display 
or order direct. 


HSTICO 


9721 Klingerman El! Monte, Calif. Forrest 0-0519 
country’s largest mfg. of plastic tops 


Don't Wet Car 
To Wash It... 


Hear neighbors ask how you keep your 
car so shiny clean! Wipe off DRY on 
nice days with $2 KozaK Auto DRY 
Wash Cloth. Takes only minutes. Hose- 
wash only 2-3 times year if at all. KozaK 
safely wipes even dirtiest cars to proud 
beauty, higher trade-ins. Used for 30 
years by over 10 million careful buyers 
like Cadillac owners. Guaranteed safe, 
easy, or money back. Let $2 return you 
fifty in car-wash savings! Sold 

direct to you. Mail coupon now. 














The Orig 


KozaK 784 S. Lyon St. 


Auto DRY Wash Batavia, N. Y. 


Please send me postpaid at once: 


REG. $2 KozaKs Super $3 KozaKs 
(millions use them) (lasts four times longer) 
01 fer $2 () 1 for $3 


(C SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3) — 
$7 value — $5.00 





Offer limited to 

(1 Cash continental u.s.a. L) Check 

“made by people you can depend on © 
to do the right thing” 











MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1957 71 








AUTO-MATE 


STOPS CREEPING 
ROLLING 





DRIVE AS USUAL 
STOP AS USUAL 


7 Your Saf-T-Brak auto- 
matically holds brakes... 
Uphill ... Downhill ...On level 


RELAX AT EVERY STOP 
YOUR FOOT IS FREE 


GO AS USUAL 
Saf-T-Brak releases 


instantly. Entirely 


new and different 


NOW at New Car Dealers $2895 
and Garages plus instal, 
Direct mail orders—Give make, year, model. 
In California add sales tax. 
AUTO-MATE CORP. OF AMERICA 
18228 Parthenia Street, Dept 
California 


Northridge 
Dickens 4-0264 


Telephone 











FORD—MERCURY 
and CHEVROLET 
1955-57 Models 


Free Information 


EDMAN 
EDDERS) 

ee your dealer 
or write direct: 


HEDMAN MUFFLER & MFG. CO. 
11039-49 W. Washington Bivd., Culver City 5, Calif. 
MMM 

McBar Adaptor Housings 
MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 


© CF-52—Cad and Olds to "52-54 Ford & Mer 
° CF. 30- -Cad and Olds to "49-51 Ford & Mer 














© CF-40—Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Merc, Linceo!n 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 

© 52-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Mer 

© 52-LF-50—Linceln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Mere 

© 52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Merc 

© LF-40—'49-51 Linc. FH to 32-48 Ford-Mere-Linc, et 
¢ CRF-52—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to "52-53 Ford & Mere 

© CRF-5 -53 Chrysler V8 to "49-51 Ford & Merc 


50—'S 
© CRF-40—'51-53 Chrysler to °32;48 Ford & Merc 
¢ CSM—Cad & Olds to '53-54 Stude manual transmission 
© CSA—Cad & Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Inquiry invited. Proper clutch — 
McBar Machine Shop 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, ind., Phone 158 or 6200 








~~ ta, Men: Get Into ( 
yer AUTO MECHANICS & DIESEL 

Good jobs, high pay, security are 
yours as a qualified Auto- Diesst mechanic. Train 
NOW in the ig famous Shops at National 
Schools in Los Angeles. Over 50 years experi- 
ence, since 1905, in successfully training am- 
bitious men. “lere you work on ALL ENGINES. 
You master fuel injection, motor tune-up, gen- 
eral mechanics, automatic transmissions, all 
power equipment, in shortest possible time. 
Most complete, up-to-date equipment offered by 
any school. Expert, friendly instructors and 
engineers. Help in finding home near school. 









Part time job while in training. Mail coupon 
NOW, TODAY. for all the facts. 

NATIONAL SCHOOLS hacia 
National Schools “Dept. “Dxw- 37 1 
§ 4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif.8 
g Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 














@ Name Age 
§ Address _ —_ 
ticity State 
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| ULCERS ON 
MAHOGANY ROW 


continued from page 66 











Corradini, 
Hillcrest 7-6352. 


construction. Most important factor in the 
Ford victory was that it had established 
itself as the car for the young in heart. 
Remember the line, “’Cause I ride the 
range in a Ford V8,” from the song, I’m 
An Old Cowhand? 

Again in 1937, both makes were dra- 
matically restyled, but Ford maintained its 
sharp plus in performance. Is there a pat- 
tern detectable here? Does the young buy- 
ing group, by then solidly Ford's, come out 
in greater numbers when offered a com- 
bination of new styling and top perform- 
ance? After all, their trading habits are 
not as set as those of their parents. 
Thoughts of financial security and other 
deterrents to buying are not usually upper- 
most in younger minds. 

1946 doesn’t count because any car 
built sold in’ those early postwar days. 
In 1954, the next year when Ford again 
came within a hairbreadth of winning, 
it had an all-new overhead-valve V8 vs. 
Chevrolet’s durable but outdaced 25-year- 
old six-cylinder design. Both makes had 
fairly major and equal face-lifts and all the 
automatic accessories available. Surveys 
showed that young buyers preferred Ford 
over Chevrolet by a wide margin. But 
without all-new styling, a lot—enough 
to make the difference—stayed away or 
else bought Buicks or Oldsmobiles for the 
first time. 

In 1955, Chevrolet at last had the 
complete package. Sales for them reached 
an all-time high, and general manager 
(then chief engineer) Ed Cole frankly 
attributes the gain to newly attracted 
young buyers. Performance-keyed adver- 
tising to the point of nausea sparked the 
push, unseating in one dramatic step Ford’s 
lc ng-assumed superiority in this field. Ford 
added to its injury in 1956 when it started 


out the year by plugging safety, a subject 
unfortunately not too popular with the 
younger set. 

The pattern is similar in the race be- 
tween Buick and Plymouth. No one ever 
questioned the latter’s hold on third spot 
until the mistakes of an overly conservative 
management became apparent upon intro- 
duction of the 1953 model. This held its 
own that year, but when a half-heartedly 
face-lifted version was matched against 
sparkling all-new Buicks and Oldsmobiles 
in 1954, Plymouth slipped with a thud 
to fifth place, carrying Dodge with it. 

Recovery cost the company an unprece- 
dented sum for a two-year tooling cycle, 
and even with the “forward look” of 1955, 
only one step back up the ladder was 
gained. Plymouth had to face equally new 
Chevrolets and Fords, and the 60 per cent 
who bought Buicks and Olds on 24 month- 
ly payments in 1954 wouldn't be in the 
market for another year. 

No matter where you look, sharp jumps 
in sales come when a company presents 
the public with a really new automobile— 
not just an engine, transmission, or fender 
fin, but a whole new package. Lincoln 
never got off the ground until 1956, and 
with Rambler was the only make to show 
a gain that year. Nash and Hudson woula 
now be defunct were it not for the Ram- 
bler, and it is only this year that the car 
combines both new styling and perform- 
ance. 

When the new package is such as tc 
attract those whose buying habits have 
not yet formed, then success is assured 
The young will keep sales booming the 
first year and then oldsters will follow 
along, assuring at least a two-year cycle 
The reason we predict relative slumps for 
Chevrolet and Pontiac in our chart is that 
they are trying to stretch the cycle for the 
customary three years. It can no longer be 
done in the big leagues. Sales managers 
will be more durable, have fewer ulcers, 
when they convince themselves and their 
bosses of this fact. 





SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


copy limit of 25 words (not 


Ist come, 


Requiwsements are: 
including name and address); lst served; 
we reserve the right to edst where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we wall reject any misleading statements. This service 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance, and 
such communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car ss unusual and you have a photo of ut 
suttable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there's no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


‘40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL cabriolet. Exc. 
restorable cond. thruout. 250-hp race-type Cadillac 
V8 engine. Red leather upk. Will sacrifice for $695 
or best offer. A. G. Subt, 9747 Maplewood, Bell- 
flower, Calif. Phone TOrrey 7-5287 eves. 

°39 BUGATTI 57 4-place conv. by Gangloff. Engine 
show finished, o’hauled recently in Paris. hy aint, 
top, carpets & tires; in concours cond. 656. M 
1148 La Rosa Rd., Arcadia, chit Phone 


'33 CHRYSLER 6 conv. with rumbleseat. Dual 
sidemounts, wire wheels, free wheeling. Exc. chrome, 
fine leather uph. 5000 miles on completely rebuilt 


engine. Must sacrifice for semester tuition. $385. 
Val Kaiser, 518 N. 27th St., Sheboygan, Wis. 
28 LINCOLN 7-pass. sed. LeBaron alum. body, 


one of only 150 built. Exc. cond. thruout; total 
mileage about 24,000. $750. R. N. Prieth, Paradise 
Manor, Las Vegas, Nev. Phone DU 4-0991. 

*30 OLDSMOBILE 4-dr. sed. Completely restored: 
new paint, 


new chrome. aa engine o'haul. 





Mason, 5249 Southeastern Ave., 


‘51 ROVER 75" saloon. Dark green finish, light 
green leather, ww's. Exc. cond. thruout. Factory 
shop manual, tools included. $850. J. Meyers, 18 
a Circle, Madison, N. J. Phone FRontier 
LINCOLN ZEPHYR parts. New—'36 to ‘48. 
Former dealer's inventory. Many obsolete items. 


$400. Gerald B. 
Indianapolis, 
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Also used parts & some new '39-'48 Mercury parts. 
G. F. Coburn, Cherokee, Iowa. 

CLASSIC CAR Sales Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and foreign 
cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR (N.Y.) 
annual numbers; details for large, stamped, ad- 
dressed envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, 
Los Angeles. 

AIR-COOLED ENGINE installed in ‘33 Reo. 
Swedish invention, registered U.S. Patent Office. 
Will sell to highest bidder. C. Carlson, 3048 N. 
Leavitt, Chicago. Phone LIncoln 9-4813. 

‘55 THUNDERBIRD frame—new. oat sale reason- 
able. Gaylord Automotive Division, 1918 S. Prairie 
Ave., Chicago 16. Phone CAlumet 5-6460. 

FORD T PARTS—widest range. Send for free 
listing. Also Ford “‘A’’ mechanical parts listing avail- 
able. Also mechanical — for other older models. 
E. Hemmings, Quincy, III. 

BRIGHTER HEADLIGHTS! 50% increase posi- 
tively guaranteed. Dash-controlled, simple 15-minute 
installation, wiring diagram, full instructions, $1. 


G. H. Carroll, 839 N.E. 35th, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
‘18 BABY OVERLAND 4-cyl. touring. eed 
top & engine. Engine No. 868 


restored body, uph., 





Asking $975. Photos 50c. Ted Kolovos, 305 W. 
Portage Ave., Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. : 
'37 CORD 812 supercharged conv. phaeton. Orig. 
showroom cond.; 20,000 orig. mi. Needs only gas 
I go anywhere in country. $2500. Photos 50c. 
C. King, 11010 Caloden St., Oakland 5, Calif. 
PACKARD custom 7-pass. sed. Showroom cond.; 
19,000 actual mi. $750. Homer Brush, Rt. 1, 
Ada, Mich. 
‘40 MERCURY 4-dr. conv. sed. Only 849 manu- 
factured. '49 Ford engine, top cond., drive anywhere. 
Best offer. Bud Forrest, 1116 Frazier, Topeka, Kan. 
Phone 4-1305. 
‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL. Good cond. thru- 
out; orig. uph., good paint. Needs shocks, exhaust 
stack. Orig. engine worn but running. $675. Glen 
M. Chambers, 4706 Richey Rd., Yakima, Wash. 
°36 ‘LINCOLN ZEPHYR V-12. Orig. uph. very 
clean, new black paint, o.d. Body very sound & 
solid; fog lights. Good ww’'s, spare never on 
ground. Fred W. Schultz, Jr., 513 Kreitzer Ave., 
Bloomington, Il. 
‘34 PACKARD Standard 8 Dietrich conv. sed. No 
rust, chrome generally good. New top, needs front 
uph. Beginning to burn oil—otherwise mech. exc. 
$450. Alfred E. Fletcher, 22 E. Welling Ave., 
Pennington, N. J. 
31 MARMON 16 conv. sed. Orig. equip't, 5 wire 





A. L. Goldschmidt, 


leather uph. $3000. 
Modesto, Calif. Phone 3-8871. 
‘29 PACKARD 8 3-window cpe. with rumbleseat. 


wheels, 
115 Magnolia Ave., 


needs paint & refinishing. Drive any- 


Mech. perf.; 
808—13th Ave. West, 


where. ag yg Milo Scott, 
Williston, N. 

START COLLEC TING: 6 orig. illustrated auto ads, 
American & foreign—1920 to 1939. No dupli- 
cates. My choice, but money back if not satisfied. 
$1 ppd. G. M. Howell, Box 56, Clarcona, Fla. 

34 PACKARD Super 8 conv. cpe. Rebuilt engine. 
Best offer. John Piliero, 140-18 Laburmun Ave., 
Flushing, N. Y. Phone IN 3-5130. 


48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., with V-12 


engine. Beautiful, custom-ordered, well cared for. 
New top, new ww’'s, beautiful leather uph, plush 
carpet. Ist class. $1795. Mary Theurkauf, 1534 


Wembley Rd., San Marino, Calif. 

‘41 HUPP Skylark 4-dr. sed. (Cord body). Engine 
overbored .060 & rebuilt in ‘52. Very good me- 
chanically; drive anywhere. Exc. tires. $500. Carl 
R. Foster, Box 446, Port Tampa, Fla. 
PENNSYLVANIA SPORTS CUSTOM 4-pass. conv. 
Featured in MOTOR TREND June ‘52, also as one 
of 10 best customs in Restyle Your Car (Trend 
Book). Ohv V8 engine, ww safety tires. Low mile- 
age, like new. Best reasonable offer. William H. 
Heermance, 2nd St., Schwenksville, Pa. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL ‘hdtp., with '48 
V-12 engine. Completely rebuilt under hood last 
summer. Magnificent cond. thruout; dark green fin- 
ish. Selling because of overseas assignment. W. 
Stein, 1408—16th Ave., Columbus, Ga. 





12-cyl., 


‘38 HISPANO-SU IZA conv. J. 570-cu.- 
im. engine. Mechanically perfect; body, engine & 
interior fair. The most desirable classic. $2850. M. 
Corradini, 1148 La Rosa Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone 


Hillcrest 7-6352. 
ORIGINAL MAGAZINE ADS & color prints of 
16, 


Duesenberg, Auburn, Cord, Cadillac .. 12, 


Marmon 16, Pierce-Arrow, Packard 8, Jordan, 
Kissel, Stutz, DuPont, Lincoln, EA others. 
Complete listings 25c. Sheldon J. Lewis, 61-33— 


213th St., Bayside, Long Island, N.Y. 

49 RILEY 2.5- liter sed. Engine completely recon- 
ditioned 2000 mi. ago. Body & interior good; needs 
paint. South Wind heater. $400 or nearest offer. 
Dr. D. W. Huestis, 113 W. Glenn Ave., Glenshaw 
(near Pittsburgh), Pa. 

‘28 LINCOLN conv. sed. Unusual body style; com- 
pletely restored. 6 new tires; new paint, top, uph 
May be driven anywhere. $1850. Dr. Harold Adim<: 
340 Boulevard N.E., Atlanta 13, Ga. Phones PLaza 
3-4746 or JAckson 4-5886. 

‘37 LINCOLN K in running order. A!so 254 Ford 
6 4-speed transmission. Whole, or any part thereof. 
R. L. Jarred, Re. 1, Box 38J, Isleton, Calif. 
HAVE AN IRRESISTIBLE lust for speed. Will 
someone please buy my Gran Sport 1750 Alfa 
before I get killed? Newly rebuilt. $1995. Norman 
F. Miller, Jr.,. 302 W. Davis, Ann pin Mich 
*50 OLDS clb. cpe., with 34 cam. Mallory ignition 
heads milled .125 im., dual headers, Hydra-Matic. 
Tachometer, r & h. Orig. owner. Gene Brovizk 
1605 Peoria, Ill. 

‘41 CADILLAC 60 Special Fleetwood. Clean & 
orig. Lifeguard tubes, new battery. Can be dviven 
anywhere. $495. W. E. Stanfield, 3414 Salisbury 
St., Oakland 1, Calif. Phone ANdover 1-7409. 

‘56 GOLDEN HAWK. White & gold, ww 500s, 
spotless cond. Power brakes, o.d., r & h. 15,000 mi. 
guaranteed 130 mph, 18 to 21 mpg. Sacrifice for 
$2000. Vic Hyde, 1737 Ferry St., Niles, Mich. 


SELL OR SWAP 


‘49 BUICK conv. One owner; 53,000 mi. $300 or 
trade on ‘42 Lincoln Model 26H-72 cpe. Consider 
mint ‘38 to ‘41 Lincoln 3-window cpe. A 
Coburn, Cherokee, Iowa. 

‘41 LINCOLN ZEPHYR sed., with ‘52 Mercury 
engine. Very good cond.; rear fenders rusted around 
bead. Marvelous for parts. Sell complete or parts or 
trade. R. D. Boone, 2730 E. 62nd, Indianapolis, 


nd. 
°38 PACKARD 120 4-dr. conv. sed. Running cond.; 
Pennsylvania state inspected. Uph. & tires good, 
top fair, r & h. $300 or best offer; will consider 
—, Ed Kooker, Rt. 1, Box 421-A, Sellersville, 
Phone SEllersville 7-6470. 

M4 STUDILLAC, with Herbert cam, carbs, '37 Cad 
box. 3000 mi. on engine. Around $1800 or trade 
for Porsche conv. Will trade or buy '39, ‘40, ‘41 
Cad conv. Bob McPherson, 187 S. Stanwood Rd., 
Columbus 9, Ohio. 

30 FORD deluxe town sed. (No rear quarter 
windows.) Every mech. part is new or rebuilt; 5 
new tires. $400 or best offer; consider trade. Nelson 
Bolan, Jr., 709 Glenshire Ave., Cincinnati 26, Ohio. 


SWAP 


LATE MODEL sports car wanted. Will trade 30 
pairs of chinchillas & cages. Ted Soltis, 6021 Stacy, 
Utica 2, Mich. 

32 CHRYSLER CM rdstr. Mech. exc.; new rings & 
valve job. Body good, 6 wire wheels. Want 4-wheel 
drive Willys Wagon, or make offer. Robert A. 
Skinner, Box 597, Mount Sunapee, N. H. Phone 
NEwport 233-M3. 

‘36 PACKARD V-12, with Dietrich body ( pictured 
bottom page 43, Classic Cars and Specials). Swap 
for ‘22 to '25 Rolls-Royce. Interested only in Rolls- 
Royce. Daniel Crotty, 1155 Shenandoah Rd., San 
Marino 9, Calif. 


WANTED 


CASH for any kind of automobile catalogs, 1899- 
1947. Also want radiator emblems for orphan cars 
& show editions of auto magazines. Make offer. 
Lewis A. Mayer, Munith, Mich. 

TWO NEW FRONT FENDERS for '35 Ford conv. 
& bottom rumbleseat step for ‘30 Packard. Have 
new fenders for "38 & '39 Ford. George Moye, Rt. 
4, Mount Vernon, Ind. 

‘51 BUICK Special conv.—black, with red leather 
uph. Dynaflow, power seats & windows, r & h. 
Must be in exc. cond. Will pay top price. Captain 
Brell, 2153 W. 111th Sc., Chicago 43. 
PIERCE-ARROW S—any cond. If you have previous- 
ly answered ad & still have cars for sale, send info 
& photos. Several more will be purchased. H. 
Reeves, 1300 W. Concord, Orlando, Fla. 
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)Over 100,000 now in usel 
r That is real proof of their 
many advantages and rugged 
dependability. Warn Hubs 
on 4-wheel drives make 
steering easier, increase 
power, speed in high; 
add life to gears, tires, 
because the front drive 
stands still in 2-wheel 
drive—there is no drag! 
Use free-wheeling 2 w.d. 
or tractive 4 w.d. as 
needed, automatically, 
as you shift, with Warn Lock-O-matics, through 
fingertip controls with Warn Locking Hubs. Fac- 
tory approved. Iron-clad guarantee. Models for all 
4 w.ds. to 11, tons. See your dealer now! Write 
for free literature. 


WARN MFG. CO. 
NORDIC > 


CUSTOM RADIOS FOR 
1952 TO 57 FORDS 
SUPERHETERODYNE - BIG 6 x 9 
INCH SPEAKER » LOW BATTERY 
DRAIN + EASY INSTALLATION 
PERMEABILITY TUNER WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


NORDIC RADIO COMPANY + BOX 582+ EVANSTON, ILL. 





1957 
WARN 


Riverton Box oa a 
Seattle ) 88, Wash 































ALL-NEW 1957-8 


HI-PERFORMANCE 

HANDBOOK-CATALOG 

HOW TO STEP UP YOUR CAR'S 
POWER! MILEAGE! STYLE! 


ALL-WEW Catalog reveals TRUTH about Power 
Equip. Gives ‘“Seuping” inte, Customizing Tips! 
Shows all Brands fer ALL cars—100,000 items 
in stock Multi Injection, 

Oual Exhausts, Racing Cams, Heads, Pistons, Engines, 
Tools, Latest “Dress-up” Accessories, Chrome, Fibergiass 
Sport Sedies, etc. Guy DIRECT & SAVE! It's FREE—write 


ALMQUIST ; ENGINEERING CO.—Milford, Pa. 


_Dept. MTC 9 (Dealers Wanted) 
ND ANNUAL MIDWEST 


autorama-—March 23-24 
Sponsored by the 
BELLEVILLE GEAR JAMMERS 
bates in all classes 
For information on entries write: 
RUSS-ERLINGER, 2701 S. “BELT WEST 


BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Get tuto Good Phyl’ WG 
ao BODY .«+:/ FENDER WORK 
Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 
R$ work. Start training now spare time 
TRAINING is a large national or- 
ganization founded 1927. Write to- 
day for FREE facts—no obligation. 
S@ESESe eee naaanaananaaaae 


at home for good pay work. Practical 
Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE : 




















shop experience included. U.E.I. 
\, Tesining covers metal work, weld- 
\, ins. painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how to start 
your own shop. Behind U.E.I. 


a 

§ 2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-31, Chicago 14, ill. : 
80.K.! Rush Full Facts ‘ 
| RR ARs Sarl GT rs er ee t 
t eg CR IS a5 ' 
ac pe ee ' 





’ a bheck here for information if yay are under 17. M 
Sue sees es esses eege ee eeeceses 
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Remake the Brake 


HOSE OLD BRAKES never die, they just fade 

away. Fade away is right! We have yet to find a 
modern American car which failed to slither, swerve, 
or downright not stop safely after five or six panic 
pedal-stomps in quick succession. 

Brake fade tests are not a stunt. They simulate 
severe, but not impossible, driving conditions. You 
might easily exceed our test conditions on a trip 
through mountainous country. We inaugurated 
fade tests to prove what we suspected and think you 
should know: brakes have been called upon more 
and more to soak up the energy generated by those 
ever-bigger mills under the hood—and they just 
don’t fill the bill. 

Looking over our 1957 crop of American Beau- 
ties, we find an almost universally advertised in- 
crease in horsepower. In the same look, we fail to 
find any spectacular change in brake design and 
efficiency. 

We dislike to point out continually where our 
foreign brothers have the drop on Detroit in design. 
We think, however, that you would have been im- 
pressed had you been with us on the recent road test 
of an overseas car. In this foreign machinery, we 
gave up trying to make the brakes fade after the 
60th frantic jump on the pedal! 

Along with most drivers, we agree that safety 
belts and crash padding in our cars are reasonably 
comforting. But in further consideration for our 
skins, we prayerfully wish those cars would stop as 
well as go. 








ALL HIS. MIGATI ee RESPITE! — L08T THE FIGHT! 
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HOWARD HKLL'S 


ARCHERY 
ADVENTURES 


First popular priced book 
on this fascinating hobby 
that is attracting new en- 
thusiasts by leaps and 
bounds. Howard Hill, 
acknowledged master 
archer, gives you the real 
facts about hunting pred- 
ators and big and smail 
game with bow and arrew, 
for meat as well as for 
sport. Share his adven- 
tures in this fascinating book; learn the art of 
stalking game —‘‘hunting the hard way.” Read his 
thrilling stories on successful hunts for buffalo, 
bobcats, mule deer, mountain sheep, alligators 
and even hunting game fish underwater. Chapters 
describe how to make your own bows, strings and 
arrows; fine points af using archery equipment. 


JAZZ 
AMERICANA 


The story of jazz and the 
fabulous bands and musi- 
cians who made this 
strictly American form of 
modern music. From the 
opening pages giving the 
first good definition of 
jazz, you'll find dozens of 
pictures of jazz greats of 
all time, pictures unob- 
tainable elsewhere. Read 
the growing pains era, in 
poverty, through the roaring twenties, then swing 
and the big band era, and contemporary evolution. 
Most important is the discography—a guide to 
more than 10,000 most enduring jazz recordings, 
grouped by Traditional, Big Bands, Small Bands 
and Combos, Piano Jazz and Anthology sections. 


PLEASURE 
BOATING 


How to get more pleasure 
from your outboard boat- 
ing time; here’s a fact- 
packed book that’s for 
you whether you are a be- 
ginner or veteran boating 
enthusiast. All about mo- 
tors—facts about 113 dif- 
ferent models and a table 
for choosing the right 
boat and motor combina- 
tion. All about boats—a 
senetute analysis of all types, from the canoe 
type to small cruisers. Helpful hints on boat and 
motor maintenance can save you money. One com- 
plete chapter of importance tells how to lengthen 
the life of your boat with fiberglass; supplies 
needed plus step-by-step illustrated directions. 


( EACH AT YOUR NEWSSTAND NOW! 


SPORTS CARS 


Your guidebook to driving 
pleasure...43 most popu- 
lar sports cars on the 
road today, illustrated, 
with full descriptions and 
specification tables that 
tell what makes them so 
popular...and why nearly 
everybody wants one. 
Sports Cars is dedicated 
to showing you how to 
get more pleasure in your 
motoring, getting . 
performance out of 
handful of horsepower, undreamed of handling 
qualities. For ‘the true enthusiast the complete 
Specification tables alone are worth far more 
than the modest price of the book. Speed-minded 
fans will find special facts in the section on the 
world’s fastest competition sport cars. 


aa iN WAGER AND 
WAGER and W WIN 


You can win with this ex- 
pert’s guide to scientific 
handicapping, resulting 
from years of study of 
horses, their ailments 
and behavior patterns. 
Not a news pick or tip 
sheet—this book gives you 
the basic points to watch, 
to remember, and to build 
up a racing knowledge 
te combat expensive 
hunches. Here are secrets of pari-mutuel betting, 
and here is revealed a method of betting that can 
make for profitable wagering over a long haul. 
The hook also contains many photos of renowned 
a and America’s finest tracks and breeding 
arms. 


a ST ae 
MUSIC SYSTEMS 


HOME MUSIC 
SYSTEMS 


To bring the magic of 
the concert hall into your 
home is the goal of this 
book. High fidelity home 
music installations are 
easy to do, with com- 
ponents so easy to as- 
semble; here are the bas- 
ic facts about hi fi re- 
production omg J too, 
Ot cu onpaaiioae here are dozens of the 

apes * finest installations, built 
in units, on-a-wall types, and movable set-ups for 
utmost flexibility. Easy ways to expand your hi- 
fi center to outdoor living areas, and many pages 
of latest facts on choosing speakers, speaker 
cabinets and simple ways to expand your music 
system with extension speakers. 


TREND BOOKS 


FOR 
| °AGPrVE’’ 
MDE IN 


UNDERWATER 


The skin divers’ manual, 
by Bill Barada, king of 
them all. The new and 
fascinating world beneath 
the waves is yours for 
the diving when you head 
down into the world’s 
last frontier. This book 
covers the full range of 
skin diving from the 
simplest snorkel - face 
plate-flippers to the 
fully-equipped scuba div- 
er. Bottom hunting for 
game fish, for sunken treasure, underwater pho- 
tography plus safety suggestions and decompres- 
sion charts. Skindiving offers real adventure—and 
this book is the key to this amazing new sport 
= offers entertainment and fun for the whole 
‘amily. 


HAND GUNS 
OF THE WORLD 


The fascinating saga of 
the hand gun is told for 
the first time in this new 
book at popular prices. If 
you sh collect er have 
any s i interest in 
pistols and revolvers, this 
is for you. From the ini- 
tial pages on the history 
of hand guns te the 
chapters on their care 
and repair, you'll find it 
packed with practical information you can use. 
Inside facts on how to buy handguns whether as 
collector pieces or for shooting tell you the market 
prices as well as data on manufacturers and spe- 
cifications. Read the secrets of accurate shooting, 
the quick draw; the Colt; handgun ammunition. 


R WORLD'S 
wx FASTEST CARS 


Read this fascinating 
story of the half-century 
of fast cars, the men who 
made them and drove 
them. From the early rac- 
ing days with electricity, 
steam and gas powered 
buggies to today’s fast 
specials bred for the 
track is a_ fascinating 
ie story of a running battle 

with time, nerve, and 
death. Here are the fabulous days of racing on 
the sands, for lack of better speedways; the 
Millers and Duesenbergs, Mercedes, Bugatti, Mas- 
erati, Alfa-Romeo and Blitzen-Benz. Here, too, are 
the fascinating racers on salt and sand—the Gold- 
en Arrow, Bluebird and Railton. 


ise} 


Or if your dealer cannot supply you, send 
85c per book (to cover postage, etc) to: 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 





Announcing the exciting new 


hi DE SOTO Adventurer 


When you drive the new 345 hp De Soto Adventurer, people sit 
up and take notice! You own the very last word in luxury, beauty, 
and appointments. You have absolute mastery of the road. You 
enjoy effortless driving and the world’s smoothest ride—De Soto’s 
road-leveling Torsion-Aire. Comimand the ultimate in auto- 
mobiles. See your neighborhood De Soto-Plymouth dealer today! 


he Ah 


most exciting car in the world today! 


Interior of gold and white vinchide with tor 
tweed fabric and lustrous jewel-case instrume 
panel. De Soto Division, Chrysler Corporation. 
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